MAPP Focus Group Follow-Up

Arlington Court

August 12, 2008:4pm
This focus group was held at Arlington Court, a public housing apartment building funded through HUD subsidized housing program. Housing is available for adults over age 50. This discussion was meant to capture the voices of some of Milwaukee’s older adults. Fourteen (N=14) participants listed their names as attending the meeting; sixteen (16) Health Issue Ranking Forms were submitted. 

Below is a table that illustrates the top health issues of this group. The top issues of concern were violence and safety, poverty and financial stress, access to healthcare, alcohol and substance use, and unemployment. One resident noted that a key issue with healthcare access was, “drug coverage.” (Note: Although participants were asked to pick only 5 health concerns, three participants listed more than 5 issues, three others listed less. The range of issues ranked was 4-12.) During the presentation of issues, several residents voiced agreement with these issues. Participants stated that the overall list of issues was comprehensive. Residents were interested in whether research had been done to understand why Milwaukee “Does so bad” across the range of health issues. Others noted that it was easy to find problems, but more difficult to find the causes of these problems. 
There was discussion about the W2 program, which some felt limited educational opportunities and failed to meet immediate concerns, like paying rent. Participants also discussed how those administering public programs often treat recipients with disrespect, as if “the money was coming out of their pockets.” Strengths mentioned included the public vision insurance program and alternative education resources, like the General Education Degree (GED). 
	#
	Health Issues

	9
	Access to healthcare/ Underinsured/Healthcare related issues

	2
	Access to transportation

	3
	Adverse birth outcomes and infant mortality

	9
	Alcohol and substance abuse

	6
	Education: (reform, quality, graduation rates, parental involvement)

	4
	Environmental (pollution, water quality, rodents, garbage, lead poisoning) 

	2
	Equal opportunity for all races (immigration)

	7
	Mental health

	2
	Nutrition, obesity, exercise (fitness, hunger, access to quality food)

	10
	Poverty, money management, financial stress 

	5
	Race relations/segregation

	4
	Sexually Transmitted Infections

	5
	Teen Pregnancy

	1
	Tobacco

	9
	Unemployment/job availability

	13
	Violence and Personal Safety


