MAPP Focus Group Follow-Up
Neighborhood House

August 20, 2008

The Neighborhood House was the site for the last MAPP focus group that solicited the feedback and ideas of Milwaukee’s youth.  Ten (N=10) African American students (males=8, females=2) were present for this meeting. The purpose of this meeting was to ensure that health concerns mentioned during the first Neighborhood House focus group matched the ideas of this group. 
Below is a table that illustrates the main health issues of this group.  As indicated, the top issues of concern were alcohol/substance abuse, safety, education, and teen pregnancy.  An additional issue that surfaced during the discussion was the lack of information and access to housing assistance.  One of the participants shared that his sister was having problems securing subsidized housing.  Another issue raised was racial profiling. Four of the participants shared stories about incidences where they felt they were unfairly questioned or detained by police officers.
Education reemerged as an issue of concern. One youth stated that classrooms are very disruptive.  One youth said that some teachers have the attitude of “If you want to learn you need to sit in front of the classroom; and those who don’t can sit in the back to talk and do other things.”  Another quote: “Some teachers don’t care.”  One student stated that one of his teachers just sat at his/her desk and did not “teach” at all.  Students were told if they had a question to approach the desk individually. 
	#
	Health Issues

	5
	Access to healthcare/ Underinsured/Healthcare related issues

	6
	Access to transportation

	0
	Adverse birth outcomes and infant mortality

	8
	Alcohol and substance abuse

	7
	Education: (reform, quality, graduation rates, parental involvement)

	3
	Environmental (pollution, water quality, rodents, garbage, lead poisoning) 

	1
	Equal opportunity for all races (immigration)

	1
	Mental health

	5
	Nutrition, obesity, exercise (fitness, hunger, access to quality food)

	4
	Poverty, money management, financial stress 

	3
	Race relations/segregation

	6
	Sexually Transmitted Infections

	7
	Teen Pregnancy

	4
	Tobacco

	5
	Unemployment/job availability

	7
	Violence and Personal Safety


