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Syphilis  
 

Test Total Test Total  

RPR Reactive 0 TPPA Reactive 11 

VDRL Reactive 22 Darkfield Positive 0 

 

 

New Cases of Syphilis  
 

Stage 
Number of Cases 

March 2012 March 2011 

Primary syphilis 0 0 

Secondary syphilis 0 0 

Early latent 1 2 

Late latent 0 0 

Total 1 2 

     Source: Wisconsin Division of Health  

 

 

Gonorrhea Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing  
 

Number 

Tested 

Decreased Susceptible (DS) / Resistant (R) Antibiotics 

Ciprofloxacin Cefixime Ceftriaxone Azithromycin 

33 2 (R) 0 0 0 

 

 

Isolates Other Than N. gonorrhoeae  
 

Organism Site 
Number 

Isolates 
Organism Site 

Number 

Isolates 

Ureaplasma urealyticum Genital 11 Mycoplasma hominis Genital 4 
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Mycobacterial Infections  
 

Age Sex 

Test Results 

Identification Sputum 

Smear 
Culture DNA Probe PCR 

30 F + + + ND M. avium complex 

46 M - + + - M. avium complex 

56 M - + + + M. tuberculosis 

      ND = Not done 

 

 

Enteric Parasites Identified  
 

Age Sex Parasite 

76 F Blastocystis hominis 

25 M Blastocystis hominis 

25 M Blastocystis hominis 

8 M Blastocystis hominis 

41 M Blastocystis hominis 

23 F Blastocystis hominis 

21 M 
Blastocystis hominis 

Entamoeba coli 

56 M 
Blastocystis hominis 

Entamoeba coli 

22 M Entamoeba coli 

27 M 
Entamoeba coli 

Entamoeba histolytica/Entamoeba dispar 

23 M 
Entamoeba coli 

Giardia lamblia 

62 M Giardia lamblia 

5 M Giardia lamblia 

33 M Strongyloides stercoralis 

31 M 
Strongyloides stercoralis 

Trichuris trichiura 

 

 

 Reference Cultures  
 

Age Sex Source Identification 

63 M Blood Lactobacillus jensenii 

79 F Wound Nocardia brasiliensis 

22 F Stool Salmonella Bareilly 

30 F Stool Salmonella Bareilly 

25 M Stool Salmonella Bareilly 

25 M Blood 
Salmonella enterica subspecies  I (enterica) 

4,5,12:b:- variant L (+) tartrate + 
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45 M Blood Salmonella Enteritidis 

37 F Stool Salmonella Enteritidis 

 

 

DNA Sequencing: The MHD laboratory uses 16S rRNA and the D2 region of the 26S rRNA genes for DNA 

sequence-based microbial identification of selective reference bacteria and fungus isolates   
 

Reference 

Microbe 
Age Sex Source Target gene Final Identification 

Bacteria 34 M Blood 16S Clostridium clostridioforme 

Bacteria 78 M Hip, R 16S Clostridium saccharolyticum 

Bacteria 52 M Blood 16S Clostridium subterminale 

Bacteria 87 F Blood 16S Corynebacterium striatum 

 

 

Viruses Detected from Clinical Specimens  
 

Age Sex Source Symptoms Agent 

21 F Throat Myalgia, cough, nausea, headache 2009 Influenza A (H1N1) 

29 M Throat Myalgia, cough, headache 2009 Influenza A (H1N1) 

21 M NP R/O influenza 2009 Influenza A (H1N1) 

22 F Throat & NP 
        fever, myalgia, cough, sore throat, 

headache 
Influenza A (H3) 

19 F Throat Cough, nausea, headache Influenza A (H3) 

46 F 
Referred 

isolate 
Confirm influenza A Influenza A (H3) 

43 M Throat & NP 
       fever, myalgia, cough, headache, 

diarrhea 
Influenza A (H3) 

21 F NP R/O influenza Influenza A (H3) 

28 F Throat & NP R/O influenza Influenza A (H3) 

19 M Throat & NP 
        fever, myalgia, cough, sore throat, 

headache 

2009 Influenza A (H1N1) and 

Influenza A (H3) 

60 F NP Confirm influenza B Influenza B 

25 F Throat 
        fever, myalgia, cough, sore throat, 

headache 
Influenza B 

21 F Throat Myalgia, cough, sore throat 
Human Metapneumovirus 

(hMPV) 

26 F Abdomen Lesion Varicella-Zoster Virus (VZV) 

23 M Lesion swab R/O herpes zoster Varicella-Zoster Virus (VZV) 

22 M Chest Lesion Varicella-Zoster Virus (VZV) 

21 M Chest wall Unrooted vesicle Varicella-Zoster Virus (VZV) 

23 M Abdomen Vesicular rash, pain Varicella-Zoster Virus (VZV) 

 

 

Influenza Real-time RT-PCR Testing  
 

Samples Tested 2009 influenza A (H1N1) Influenza A (H3) Influenza B 

24 3 6 2 
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Herpes Simplex Virus Isolations 
 

Agent Number of Isolates 

Herpes Simplex type 1 10 

Herpes Simplex type 2 15 

 

 

Molecular Amplification and PCR 
 

Agent Method Tested Positive % Positive 

Norovirus RT-PCR 1 0 0% 

Bordetella pertussis/parapertussis RT-PCR 1 0 0% 

 

 

Chlamydia (CT) and Gonorrhea (GC) Molecular Testing 
 

Source Tested Positive % Positive 

Urine 584 
87 CT 14.9% 

36 GC 6.2% 

Throat swabs 241 
3 CT 1.2% 

8 GC 3.2% 

Rectal swabs 33 
3 CT 9.1% 

2 GC 6.1% 

Cervical or urethral swabs 1 0 0% 

 

 



  

MHDL Updates: May 4, 2012 

 

Please note:  MHDL has a revised test menu with transport and collection instructions available 

on our website. 

 
http://city.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/healthAuthors/LAB/DOCs/TestReferenceManual.pdf 

 

Rubella 

The City of Milwaukee Health Department (MHD) continues its ongoing investigation related to 

a confirmed case of rubella in a City of Milwaukee resident.  Over last weekend, the MHD 

identified four (4) symptomatic close contacts to this individual.  Testing of two of the contacts 

by the MHD Laboratory were negative for rubella.  The other two contacts were referred to the 

local public health authority in their jurisdiction of residence (they did not live in the City of 

Milwaukee).  The MHD continues to follow-up on approximately 100 individuals who came into 

contact with the confirmed case since April 13, 2012.  At this time, the MHD has not identified 

any additional cases of confirmed rubella but will continue enhanced surveillance for the disease 

in the coming 5-6 weeks and to monitor any spread of rubella that may occur as a result of this 

confirmed case and contact exposures.  If residents are concerned about exposure, they are 

encouraged to call the MHD at 286-3521 or visit us online at www.milwaukee.gov/health. 

Residents are reminded that there is a vaccine against rubella available and anyone not already 

inoculated should receive that immediately to protect themselves and those around 

them.  Vaccines can be received from your healthcare provider or the MHD.  The City of 

Milwaukee Health Department Laboratory or the Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene can 

assist with the confirmation of suspected cases.  Throat and NP swabs may be submitted for PCR 

testing and sera may be submitted for serological testing. 

http://city.milwaukee.gov/Rubella 

 

Pertussis 

As of May 1, 2012, there are 94 probable and confirmed cases year-to-date of 

pertussis.  Residents are reminded that there is a vaccine against pertussis and anyone not already 

inoculated should receive that immediately to protect themselves and those around 

them.  Vaccines can be received from your healthcare provider or the MHD.  MHD has been 

working with the affected schools to identify any additional cases and make recommendations to 

prevent further spread.   Statewide, there has been an increase in Pertussis since October 2011.  

As of 03/29/2012, the State of Wisconsin DHS reported 1,029 Pertussis investigations since the 

beginning of the year compared to 130 investigations for the same period last year.  In 

Milwaukee County, 168 cases of Pertussis have been reported.   

http://city.milwaukee.gov/Pertussis.htm 

 

 

 

Salmonella Bareilly foodborne outbreak 

Three Salmonella Bareilly reference isolates confirmed serologically in the month of March were 

found to be part of an ongoing multi-state outbreak of Salmonella Bareilly by Pulse-Field Gel 

Electrophoresis performed at the Milwaukee Health Department Laboratory, along with twelve 

http://city.milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/healthAuthors/LAB/DOCs/TestReferenceManual.pdf
http://www.milwaukee.gov/health
http://city.milwaukee.gov/Rubella
http://city.milwaukee.gov/Pertussis.htm


identified and confirmed by the Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene. This outbreak is 

associated with consumption of a raw scraped ground tuna product, known as Nakaochi Scrape, 

from Moon Marine USA.  As of April 26, 2012 a total of 200 persons infected with the outbreak 

strain have been reported from 21 states and the District of Columbia. Based on an 

epidemiological link and results of laboratory testing, CDC has combined this Salmonella 

Bareilly investigation with an ongoing multistate outbreak investigation of Salmonella serotype 

Nachanga infections. Since this investigation is ongoing, Milwaukee Health Department 

encourages all local area clinics and hospitals to submit reference Salmonella isolates for timely 

identification. http://city.milwaukee.gov/Salmonella 

 

 

Respiratory Virus Surveillance: 

 

Influenza 

Influenza continues to be detected in Milwaukee and around the state.  An increase in influenza 

B activity has been noted while influenza A activity has seen a recent decrease.  

http://city.milwaukee.gov/Milwaukee-Health/AZLinked/Flu 

 

Milwaukee area MHDL data, as of April 14, 2012: Continued Influenza A and B activities 

- Influenza PCR positive:  27 (17%) (n=159).  

 A(H3): 13 (48.1%) 

 2009 H1N1:  7 (25.9%) 

 Influenza B:  7 (25.9%) 

 

Wisconsin week ending April 14, 2012: Decrease in Influenza A and increased Influenza B 

activities 

- Influenza by PCR: 101 of the 502 (20.5%) 

 A(H3):  86 (85.2%) 

 2009 H1N1:  15 (14.8%) 

 

Nationally, for the week ending April 14, CDC reported decreased Influenza A and increased 

Influenza B activities  

- Influenza (A or B) detected: 652 of the 3,730 (17.5%) 

 A/H3N2:  47 (73.2%) 

 2009 H1N1: 17 (26.8%)               

- Oseltamivir resistance was reported in 2.1% of 2009 H1N1 specimens tested so far this 

season. 

 

Other Respiratory Virus: 

 

SE Wisconsin other circulating respiratory viruses (n=25), include: 

 Human metapneumovirus (hMPV): 1 (4%)   

 Coronavirus (229E & OC43): 1 (4%)   

 Human rhino/enterovirus (Ent/HRV): 4 (16%)  

 

http://city.milwaukee.gov/Salmonella
http://city.milwaukee.gov/Milwaukee-Health/AZLinked/Flu
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Respiratory Virus Surveillance: 
 

Influenza: 
  

Milwaukee area MHDL data, as of April 14, 2012: Continued Influenza A and B activities 

- Influenza PCR positive:  27 (17%) (n=159).  

 A(H3): 13 (48.1%) 

 2009 H1N1:  7 (25.9%) 

 Influenza B:  7 (25.9%) 

 

Wisconsin week ending April 14, 2012: Decrease in Influenza A and increased Influenza B activities 

- Influenza by PCR: 101 of the 502 (20.5%) 

 A(H3):  86 (85.2%) 

 2009 H1N1:  15 (14.8%) 

 

Nationally, for the week ending April 14, CDC reported decreased Influenza A and increased Influenza B activities  

- Influenza (A or B) detected: 652 of the 3,730 (17.5%) 

 A/H3N2:  47 (73.2%) 

 2009 H1N1: 17 (26.8%)               

- Oseltamivir resistance was reported in 2.1% of 2009 H1N1 specimens tested so far this season. 

 

Other Respiratory Virus: 
 

SE Wisconsin other circulating respiratory viruses (n=25), include: 

 Human metapneumovirus (hMPV): 1 (4%)   

 Coronavirus (229E & OC43): 1 (4%)   

 Human rhino/enterovirus (Ent/HRV): 4 (16%)  

 

 

 

 
 


