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City of Milwaukee Charter School Review Committee 
Policies and Procedures Regarding 

Scorecard Rating Scale 
 
 
The following policy was adopted by the Charter School Review Committee (CSRC) on August 6, 2012. 
CSRC will use this policy to guide its decisions about recommendations regarding the educational 
status of schools. These guidelines will be used as only one part of the documents and inputs 
reviewed by the CSRC in its decision-making process. Therefore, the committee may make alternate 
recommendations regarding individual schools. Exceptions may occur based on specific 
circumstances.  
 
The CSRC adopted the following school rating scale based on the scorecard used by the CSRC to 
summarize the annual school performance for each of the schools it currently charters. The 
Scorecard, based on multiple measures of academic progress over a multiple-year pilot, is used to 
categorize school performance into the following categories: 
 

City of Milwaukee
Educational Performance Rating Scale for Charter Schools 

School Status Scorecard % Total 

High Performing/Exemplary 100%–85% 
Promising/Good 84%–70% 
Problematic/Struggling 69%–55% 
Poor/Failing 54% or less 

 
The CSRC uses this rating scale, which assesses a school’s performance on academic criteria, to guide 
its decisions in two areas. It sets a standard that expects a total score of 70% or more, whether to:1  
 

1. Accept a school’s annual educational performance report and continue monitoring as 
usual; and 
 

2. Recommend a school for a five-year contract renewal at the end of its fourth year of 
operation under its current contract; or 

 
The CSRC will carefully review any school that falls into the problematic/struggling or poor/failing 
school status levels to determine if it is appropriate to develop a probationary plan for the school. If 
the school is considered for probation, CRC will prepare a draft probationary plan letter for the CSRC‘s 
review. Based on the information from the school’s most recent annual educational performance 
report, the letter will identify: 
 

1. The specific academic outcomes that led to the CSRC decision to place the school on 
probation; 
 

                                                 
1 The 70% threshold criteria will typically only be applied to a new school not operated by an umbrella organization at the 
end of its third year of operation.  
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2. The specific academic achievement expectations the school must achieve to return to 
a non-probationary status; and  

 
3. The timeframe within which the school is expected to meet the CSRC’s expectations.  
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K5–8TH GRADE 
 

STUDENT ACADEMIC PROGRESS: GRADES 1–3

 SDRT—% remained at or above GL  (4.0) 
10%  SDRT—% below GL who improved 

more than 1 GL 
(6.0) 

 

STUDENT ACADEMIC PROGRESS: GRADES 3–8
 WKCE reading—% maintained 

proficient and advanced  
(7.5) 

35% 

 WKCE math—% maintained 
proficient and advanced  

(7.5) 

 WKCE reading—% below proficient 
who progressed 

(10.0) 

 WKCE math—% below proficient 
who progressed 

(10.0) 
 

LOCAL MEASURES 

 % met reading  (3.75) 

15%  % met math  (3.75) 

 % met writing  (3.75) 

 % met special education  (3.75) 
 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT: GRADES 3–8
 WKCE reading—% proficient or 
advanced 

(7.5) 
15% 

 WKCE math—% proficient or 
advanced 

(7.5) 
 

ENGAGEMENT 

 Student attendance  (5.0) 

25% 
 Student reenrollment  (5.0) 
 Student retention  (5.0) 
 Teacher retention  (5.0) 
 Teacher return*  (5.0) 

HIGH SCHOOL 
 

STUDENT ACADEMIC PROGRESS: GRADES 9, 10, and 12
 EXPLORE to PLAN—composite score at or 
above 17 on EXPLORE and at or above 18 on 
PLAN  

(5) 

30%

 EXPLORE to PLAN—composite score of less 
than 17 on EXPLORE but increased 1 or more 
on PLAN 

(10) 

 Adequate credits to move from 9th to 10th 
grade 

(5) 

 Adequate credits to move from 10th to 11th 
grade 

(5) 

 DPI graduation rate  (5) 
 

POST‐SECONDARY READINESS: GRADES 11 and 12 
 Post‐secondary acceptance for graduates 
(college, university, technical school, military) 

(10) 

15% % of 11th/12th graders tested  (2.5) 
 % of graduates with ACT composite score of 
21.25 or more 

(2.5) 
 

LOCAL MEASURES
 % met reading  (3.75)

15%  % met math  (3.75)

 % met writing  (3.75)

 % met special education  (3.75)
 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT: GRADE 10

 WKCE reading—% proficient and advanced  (7.5) 
15% 

 WKCE math—% proficient and advanced  (7.5) 
 

ENGAGEMENT
 Student attendance  (5.0)

25%
 Student reenrollment  (5.0)
 Student retention  (5.0)
 Teacher retention  (5.0)
 Teacher return*  (5.0)

*Teachers not offered continuing contracts are excluded when calculating this rate. 
Note: If a school has less than 10 students in any cell on this scorecard, CRC does not report these data. This practice was adopted to protect student identity. Therefore, 
these cells will be reported as not available (NA) on the scorecard. The total score will be calculated to reflect each school’s denominator. 
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Children’s Research Center Charter School Score Card 

12-13 School Year 

Elementary School  Master 

Area Measure 
Max. 

Points 

% Total 

Score 
Performance 

Points 

Earned 

Student 

Academic 

Progress 

Grades 1–3 

SDRT: % remained at or above 

GL 
4 

10% 

  

SDRT: % below GL who 

improved more than 1 GL 
6   

Student 

Academic 

Progress 

Grades 3–8 

WKCE reading:  

% maintained proficient and 

advanced 

7.5 

35% 

  

WKCE math:  

% maintained proficient and 

advanced 

7.5   

WKCE reading: 

% below proficient who 

progressed 

10   

WKCE math: 

% below proficient who 

progressed 

10   

Local Measures 

% met reading 3.75 

15% 

  

% met math 3.75   

% met writing 3.75   

% met special education 3.75   

Student 

Achievement 

Grades 3–8 

WKCE reading: % proficient or 

advanced 
7.5 

15% 

  

WKCE math: % proficient or 

advanced 
7.5   

Engagement 

Student attendance 5 

25% 

  

Student reenrollment 5   

Student retention 5   

Teacher retention rate 5   

Teacher return rate 5   

TOTAL 100   
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Charter School Review Committee Pilot School Score Card  

2012-13 School Year 

 

High School Master (Grades 9–12) 

Area Measure 
Max. 

Points 

% 

Total 

Score 

Performance 
Points 

Earned 

Student 

Academic 

Progress:  

 

Grade 9 to 10 

 

 

 

 

Grade 10 to 11 

 

Grade 12 

EXPLORE to PLAN*: Composite 

score at or above 17 on 

EXPLORE and at or above 18 on 

PLAN 

5 

30% 

  

EXPLORE to PLAN*: Composite 

score of less than 17 on 

EXPLORE but increased 1 or 

more on PLAN 

10   

Adequate credits to move from 

9th to 10th grade 
5   

Adequate credits to move from 

10th to 11th grade 
5   

Graduation rate (DPI) 5   

Subtotal 30   

Postsecondary 

Readiness: 

Grades 11–12 

Post-secondary acceptance for 

graduates (college, university, 

technical school, military) 

10.0 

15% 

  

% of 11th/12th graders tested 2.5   

% of graduates with ACT 

composite score of 21.25 or more 
2.5   

Subtotal 15   

Local 

Measures 

% met reading 3.75 

15% 

  

% met math 3.75   

% met writing 3.75   

% met special education 3.75   

Subtotal 15   

Student 

Academic 

Achievement: 

Grade 10 

WKCE reading:  

% proficient and advanced 
7.5 

15% 

  

WKCE math: 

% proficient and advanced 
7.5   

Subtotal 15   

Engagement 

Student attendance 5 

25% 

  

Student reenrollment 5   

Student retention 5   

Teacher retention rate 5   

Teacher return rate 5   

Subtotal 25   

TOTAL 100   

*EXPLORE is administered to ninth graders. PLAN is administered to tenth graders. 

 


