Dear Residents of Milwaukee County:

On Election Day, you will have an opportunity to participate in a countywide referendum regarding
taxation in Milwaukee County. This is your opportunity to consider a tax shift plan that would lower
property taxes while raising the sales tax to support mass transit; parks, recreation and culture; and
emergency medical services (EMS). We would like to share with you the facts that led us to place this
issue on the November 4th ballot:

m The referendum is advisory and will not directly result in changes to the sales tax or property tax. It
simply asks if you support a one percent sales tax, generating approximately $130 million, to support
property tax relief; mass transit; parks, recreation, and culture; and EMS (paramedics).

m Arecent study from the Public Policy Forum shows the Milwaukee County Transit System will face
a $20 million shortfall within two years if a dedicated funding source, such as a sales tax, is not
identified. Deferred maintenance in the parks now exceeds $300 million. Funding for crucial EMS
services can also be stabilized through dedicated funding.
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We encourage your thoughtful consideration and urge you to express your preference in this advisory
referendum on November 4th. The yes or no referendum question will read:

“Shall the State of Wisconsin grant Milwaukee County the authority to provide
property tax relief of at least sixty-seven million dollars ($67 million) by levying
a one percent county use and sales tax to be used to remove the following three
items from the property tax levy: parks, recreation and culture; transit; and
emergency medical services (EMS)?”

Earlier this year, a super-majority of the County Board voted to place this item on the ballot. We want
YOU to have a voice in this discussion, and we encourage you to participate in this important referendum
on November 4th.

Sincerely yours,
Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors




