
In 2014, home and business owners in Milwaukee took 
advantage of record-low solar pricing through a limited-time 
solar group purchase program. The Milwaukee Solar Group 
Buy program leveraged the power of volume purchasing to 
help residents invest in lower-cost solar installations. The 
program was open to all Milwaukee-area home and business 
owners, and specific neighborhoods were identified as focus 

areas for outreach and promotion. 
 
The program, led by Milwaukee Shines was a public-private partnership enabling 
Milwaukee residents to install a record amount of solar in 2014.  Milwaukee Shines 
served as the coordinator of the program and handled all the marketing; the 
Midwest Renewable Energy Association (MREA) conducted all the education and 
public information sessions and answered homeowner’s questions; and the 
Riverwest Cooperative Alliance (RCA) worked with local businesses, neighborhood 
associations, and non-profits to schedule locations for the information sessions.  
 
An Advisory Group that consisted of representatives from Milwaukee Shines, MREA, 
RCA, a local electrician and solar instructor and local residents met and selected the 
solar installer. The program’s Advisory Group used rigorous criteria including 
NABCEP certification, an emphasis on locally-manufactured products, and extremely 
competitive pricing structures to select the installer. Arch Electric was chosen for 
the 2014 group purchase.   
 
Three neighborhoods were targeted for outreach in 2014:  

1. Bay View 
2. Layton Boulevard West 
3. Washington Heights 

 
Neighborhood: Bayview 
38 homeowners installed 138 kw 
 
Neighborhoods: LBWN and Washington Heights (combined) 
14 homeowners installed 48 kW* 
*Contracts were signed in 2014, installs are taking place in 2014 and into 2015 
 
Local organizations that hosted information sessions or assisted with outreach 
included: Layton Boulevard West Neighborhood Association, Washington Heights 
Neighborhood Association Green Team, Bay View Neighborhood Association, Urban 
Ecology Center, Colectivo, Anodyne, Milwaukee Public Library, Sugar Maple and 
Kochanski’s Concertina Bar.  
 



 
For additional resources:  
Milwaukee Solar Group Buy Info: https://www.midwestrenew.org/milwaukee  
The U.S. Department of Energy Solarize Guidebook: 
http://www.nrel.gov/docs/fy12osti/54738.pdf  

https://www.midwestrenew.org/milwaukee
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