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Executive Summary - Homicides and Nonfatal Shootings  

Selected Findings  
 

1. The total number of 2011 homicides was 86, down 9% from 2010 (95 homicide victims).  

2. The homicide rate was 14.5 per 100,000 residents and the nonfatal shooting rate was 79.5 per 100,000           
residents. 

3. The homicide rate per Black residents is 27.9 per 100,000 compared to 9.7 per 100,000 Latino residents and 1.7 
per 100,000 White residents. 

4. The number of 2011 homicides decreased 30% compared to 2005 but increased 21% compared to 2008.  

5. The total number of 2011 nonfatal shootings was 473, up 18% from 2010 (400 shooting victims).  

6. The number of nonfatal shootings decreased 23% compared to 2006. 

7. The number of nonfatal shooting victims decreased each year from 2007-2010 but increased in 2011. 

8. The vast majority of homicides and nonfatal shootings took place in lower socioeconomic neighborhoods. 

9. 53% of all 2011 homicides and 61% of all 2011 nonfatal shootings occurred in Police Districts 3 and 5. 

10. The majority of homicide victims were Black (81% or 70 out of 86) and 72% (or 62 out of 86) of homicide victims 
were Black males. A similar trend was found for nonfatal shooting victims. 

11. The top three circumstances leading to a homicide were 

 - Argument/Fight (29% or 25) 

 - Drug Related (24% or 21) 

 - Robbery and Unknown (both tied at 14% or 17). 

12.Three homicide circumstances increased: Child Abuse/Neglect (1 to 7 or 600% increase), Drug Related (10 to 21 
or 110% increase), and Unknown (9 to 17 or 89% increase). 

13. The top three circumstances leading to a nonfatal shooting were 

 -  Robbery (35% or 164) 

 - Argument/Fight (31% or 148) 

 - Drug Related (11% or 51). 

14. The number of domestic violence homicides decreased from 19 in 2010 to 9 in 2011 (a 53% decrease).          
Note: The statutory definition was used to define domestic violence. 

15. The number of parent homicide suspects increased 400% due to seven child abuse/neglect homicide cases in 
2011 compared to one child abuse/neglect homicide case in 2010.  

16. Drug-related robbery shootings increased 300% from 8 in 2010 to 32 in 2011. 

17. Four squad areas (340, 520, 530, 540) made up 45% (or 213 out of 473) of all nonfatal shootings. Of these squad 
areas, 530 and 540 had significant increases over 2010 (93% and 58% respectively). 

18. Multiple victim homicides decreased 60% from 11 in 2010 to two in 2011. 

19. Of the 2011 homicide victims, 76% (65) had a prior arrest and/or citation and of known 2011 homicide suspects 
90% (74) had prior arrests/citations. Similar trends are found for nonfatal shooting victims and suspects. 
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The data presented in this report can be used to inform new and existing violence reduction programs, policies, and 
practices. Different stakeholders will have different uses for the data as shown below.  

Stakeholder  Uses for the Data in this Report  

Local Residents 

¶ Connect residents that are already working on violence with community-based and  
communitywide violence prevention efforts so that the work of both groups is lever-
aged.  

¶ Develop a social marketing campaign.  

¶ Create education and awareness materials and activities. 

¶ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ άŎŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ aƛƭǿŀǳƪŜŜΦ 

Law Enforcement 

¶ Deploy field staff using the spatial, month, day of week, and time analyses. 

¶ Implement specialized efforts to reduce domestic violence related violence, including  
homicides. 

¶ Monitor year-end clearance rates for homicides and nonfatal shootings. 

Grantmakers  

¶ Target specific neighborhoods and other geographical areas using MHRC spatial maps.  

¶ Ensure grantee programs are responsive to changing trends. 

¶ 9ǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŜΩǎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΦ 

Media 

¶ Supplement local stories with community-level trend data on homicides and nonfatal 
shootings. 

¶ Dispel myths and inaccurate perceptions about homicides and nonfatal shootings. 

Nonprofits/Social 
Service  Providers
(including hospitals, 

educational institutions, 
and government agen-
cies such as the health 

department, etc.) 

¶ Demonstrate need and severity of a problem in a grant proposal using  Milwaukee-
specific data.  

¶ /ǊƛǘƛǉǳŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ άŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΦ 

¶ Assess intervention strategies for gaps, and change or enhance existing efforts aimed at 
reducing violence and violent crime. 

¶ Supplement internal and external evaluations with community-level and Milwaukee-
specific data. 

Possible Use of the Data  
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Homicides 122 103 105 71 72 95 86

Nonfatal Shootings 621 485 448 439 400 473

-16% +2% -32% +1% +32% -9%

-22% -8% -2% -9%
+18%
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Year -to -Year Analysis -  Homicides and Nonfatal Shootings  

Note: Percents are 

change scores for year 
to year comparisons. 

Methodology Notes  
¶ Data is based on number of victims not incidents. 

¶ Percents are rounded to the nearest whole number and may not add up to 100% due to rounding. 

¶ MHRC began tracking nonfatal shooting data in 2006; the data before this period is unavailable. 

¶ Previous reports indicate the number of 2010 homicides was 94. In 2011, an additional case was determined a homicide making the new 
total for 2010, 95. 

¶ 5ŀǘŀ ǿŀǎ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΥ aƛƭǿŀǳƪŜŜ tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ Office, 
CCAP, and the Department of Neighborhood Services. 

¶ Population estimate is from the U.S. 2010 Census available at http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/55/5553000.html. The following 
ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƻƳƛŎƛŘŜ ǊŀǘŜΥ 86 homicides divided by 594,833 population size multiplied by 100,000 (or 
86/594,833*100,000). The same formula was used to calculate the nonfatal shooting rate. 

Major Findings  
¶ The total number of 2011 homicides was 86, down 9% from 2010 (95 homicide victims).  
¶ The homicide rate was 14.45 per 100,000 residents and the nonfatal shooting rate was 79.5 per 100,000 residents. 
¶ The number of 2011 homicides decreased 30% compared to 2005 and increased 21% compared to 2008 (data not 

shown).  
¶ The total number of 2011 nonfatal shootings was 473, up 18% from 2010 (400 shooting victims).  
¶ The number of nonfatal shootings victims decreased each year from 2007-2010 but increased in 2011. 
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Homicides Nonfatal Shootings

2010 95 400

2011 86 473
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Year -to -Year Analysis -  Homicides and Nonfatal Shootings Continued  

Methodology Notes  
¶ A homicide or nonfatal shooting     

incident can involve one or more   
victims. 

 

Major Findings  
¶ There were 86 homicide victims; 85 incidents (a 5% decrease in incidents compared to 2010) 
¶ There were 473 nonfatal shooting victims; 425 incidents (a 20% increase in incidents from 2010) as shown below. 
¶ The number of nonfatal shootings decreased 23% compared to 2006 and increased 18% compared to 2010. 

-9%  

+19%  

...Another way of looking at the data... 
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2010 89 354

2011 85 425
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Month -to -Month Analysis -  Homicides  

Methodology Notes  
¶ Previous reports indicated the num-

ber of 2010 December homicides was 
three. In 2011, an additional homicide 
case was determined. That case took 
place in December 2010 making the 
new total four. 

 

Major Findings  
¶ The number of homicides peaked in April/May, dropped in June, and remained steady through July-November. 
¶ In 2011, April, May, and November made up 37% of the homicides combined. February had the least number of 

homicides (2 or 2% of all homicides). 
¶ Also in 2011, each month except for March, April, and June had fewer homicides compared to the same month 

in 2010. 
¶ February 2010 had three multiple homicides, all occurring in Police District 2. Data not shown. 
¶ In 2011, two homicides occurred in February representing an 83% decrease.  
¶ April and May made up a quarter (26%) of the homicides in 2011. 

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

2010 4 12 2 5 11 4 12 11 9 10 11 4

2011 3 2 8 11 11 5 9 8 8 7 10 4

-25% -83% +300% +120% No. Chg. +25% -25% -27% -11% -30% -9% No Chg.
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Homicides by Month, 2010-2011

Note:  
Percents  
are change 
scores. 

...Another way of looking at the data... 

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

2011 3% 2% 9% 13% 13% 6% 10% 9% 9% 8% 12% 5%
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Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

2010 21 16 35 31 43 43 41 42 37 42 27 22

2011 22 7 19 48 39 55 83 60 23 46 43 28

+5%

-56%

-46%

+55%

+9%

+28%

+102%
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+59%

+32%
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Nonfatal Shootings by Month, 2010-2011

Month -to -Month Analysis -  Nonfatal Shootings  

Methodology Notes  
¶ Summer Blitz was a law 

enforcement strategy 
that took place from July 
to September. It was led 
by the Milwaukee Police 
Department. 

Major Findings  
¶ In 2011, July had the highest number of nonfatal shooting victims (83), a 102% increase over July 2010. However, 

by September 2011, nonfatal shootings decreased 72% compared to July 2011. 
¶ Compared to 2011, nonfatal shootings in 2010 were fairly steady; the number of shooting victims was typically in 

the 30s and 40s each month. 

Note:  
Percents  
are change 
scores. 

...Another way of looking at the data... 

72%  
Decrease due to 
Summer Blitz 

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

2011 5% 1% 4% 10% 8% 12% 18% 13% 5% 10% 9% 6%
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Clearance Rates - Homicides & Nonfatal Shootings  

Methodology Notes  
¶ Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) is a sys-

tematic method of collecting and report-
ing homicide data that has been adopted 
by the federal government and is used by 
local law enforcement agencies. 

¶ UCR clearance rates include cases from 
previous years that were cleared in 2011. 

¶ Homicide and nonfatal shooting clear-
ance rates are subject to change as cases 
are solved and suspects are identified, 
arrested, and charged. 

¶ Clearance rates for 2010 homicides and 
nonfatal shootings include cases that 
were cleared in 2010 and in 2011. 

 

Major Findings  
¶ Nine additional homicide cases 

from previous years were cleared 
in 2011 making the total number 
of cleared UCR cases in 2011, 62 
or 72%. See pie chart. 

¶ Of the 2011 homicide cases, 53 (or 
62%) have been cleared in 2011 
and 33 (or 38%) are pending. 

¶ Of the 2011 homicide pending 
cases, one-third took place during 
the last quarter in 2011 (Sept.-
Dec.). Data not shown. 

¶ Of the 2011 nonfatal shooting 
cases, 104 (20%) have been 
cleared in 2011 and 369 (78%) are 
pending. 

¶ Of the 2011 nonfatal shooting 
pending cases, 30% occurred dur-
ing the last quarter (Sept.-Dec.) in 
2011. Data not shown. 
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UCR clearance rates 
include cases from 
previous years that 
were cleared in 
2011.  The homicide 
and nonfatal shoot-
ing clearance rates 
shown in the two 
charts below for 
2011 cases    reflect 
the number of cases 
cleared in 2011. 
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Zip Codes - Homicides & Nonfatal Shootings  

53206 continues to be the zip code area that experiences the highest 
number of homicides and shootings. 
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Socioeconomic Status (SES) - Homicides & Nonfatal Shootings  

Major Findings  
¶ The majority of homicides and nonfatal shootings in 2010 and in 2011 took place in lower socioeconomic status 

(SES) neighborhoods.  
¶ Less than twenty percent of homicides (18%) and nonfatal shootings (16%) took place in middle and upper SES 

neighborhoods.  
¶ Note: The methodology for determining homicide and nonfatal shooting socioeconomic status (SES) using zip 

code data can be found at Vila, Peter M., Swain, Geoffrey R., Baumgardner, Dennis J., Halsmer, Sara E., Reming-
ton, Patrick L., and Cisler, Ron A. (2007). Health Disparities in Milwaukee by Socioeconomic Status. Wisconsin 
Medical Journal, (7) 106, pages 366-372. 
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District and Squad Area Comparison - Homicides  

Methodology Notes  
¶ There are seven police districts in the 

City of Milwaukee.  

¶ Percents are rounded to the nearest 
whole number and may not add up to 
100% due to rounding. 

¶ Data abstracted from the Milwaukee 
Police Department. 

Major Findings  
¶ 53% (46) of all 2011 homicides occurred in Police Districts 3 and 5. 
¶ In 2011, Police Districts 3, 5, and 6 had increases in the total number of 

homicides compared to 2010. 
¶ The squad areas that had 5 or more homicides in 2011 were 230, 330, 

340, 430, 520, 530, 540, 730, and 750. 

120 140 220 230 240 250 320 330 340 350 420 430 440 520 530 540 620 630 640 720 730 740 750
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D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6 D7

2010 2 21 18 13 21 1 19

2011 2 12 21 10 25 2 14
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Percents  
are change 
scores. 
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District and Squad Area Comparison - Nonfatal Shootings  

Methodology Notes  
¶ Percents are rounded to 

the nearest whole number 
and may not add up to 
100% due to rounding. 

¶ Data abstracted from the 
Milwaukee Police Depart-
ment. 

Major Findings  
¶ 61% (287) of all 2011 nonfatal shootings occurred in Police Districts 3 and 5. 
¶ In 2011, Police District 5 had a 32% increase in the number of nonfatal shootings 

compared to 2010.  
¶ Four squad areas (340, 520, 530, 540) made up 45% (or 213 out of 473) of all nonfa-

tal shootings. Of these squad areas, 530 and 540 had significant increases over 2010 
(93% and 58% respectively). See figure below. 
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Note: Percents are change scores. 
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Single versus Multiple -  Homicides & Nonfatal Shootings  

Major Findings  
¶ The majority of 2011 homicides (45 or 52%) were single victim, single offender. 
¶ Nearly a third of nonfatal shootings (186 or 39%) were single victim, multiple offender. 
¶ Multiple victim homicides decreased 60% from 11 in 2010 to two in 2011. The number of incidents decreased 

80% from five in 2010 to one in 2011. Data not shown. 
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Weapon/Cause - Homicides  

Methodology Notes  
¶ Asphyx./Strang is Asphyxiation and Strangulation. 

¶ All Firearms including long gun, handgun, and unknown firearm types. 

¶ Unk is Unknown, which means the weapon or cause cannot be determined. 

¶ All Firearms includes hand gun, long gun, and unknown firearm types. 

Major Findings  
¶ Firearm-related homicides decreased 6% from 66 in 2010 to 60 in 2011. 
¶ Long gun weapons increased 80% from 5 in 2010 to 9 in 2011. 
¶ {ŜŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά!ƭƭ CƛǊŜŀǊƳǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜƭƻǿΦ 

Note: Percents are change scores. 
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Victim Demographics - Homicide Victims  

Methodology Notes  
¶ Percents given are change scores. 

¶ Children & Youth  = 17 years and younger 

¶ Young Adult = 18-25 years 

¶ Adult = 26-59 years 

¶ Older Adult = 60 years and older 

¶ The White racial/ethnic group includes White, 
Non-Hispanic individuals only.  

¶ Latinos includes White, Hispanic individuals, 
Black, Hispanic; and Native American, Hispanic. 

¶ Population rates were calculated using popula-
tion data from the 2010 U.S. census available at 
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/
tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?
src=bkmk. 

 

Major Findings  
¶ The majority of 2011 homicide victims (46 

or 53%) were adults aged 26-59. The av-
erage was 28. The youngest victim was 
less than a year and the oldest victim was 
71. 

¶ The vast majority of 2011 homicide victims 

(70 or 81%) were Black. The number of 
White homicide victims decreased 64% in 
2011 compared to 2010. 

¶ The majority of 2011 homicide victims (73 

or 85%) were male. There were 13 female 
victims, four fewer compared to 2010. 

¶ The homicide rate per Black residents is 
27.9 per 100,000 compared to 1.7 per 
100,000 White residents and 9.7 per 
100,000 Latino residents. 

¶ The number of Latino victims in 2010 and 
2011 is the same (10 victims each year), 
however three victims were killed in 
March and three more were killed in May. 
By June of 2011, Latino homicide victims 
had increased 20% over 2010 for the same 
six-month time period. Data not shown. 
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Victim Demographics - Homicide Victims Continued  

Methodology Notes  
¶ Children & Youth  = 17 years and younger 

¶ Young Adult = 18-25 years 

¶ Adult = 26-59 years 

¶ Older Adult = 60 years and older 

Major Findings  
¶ The primary race/ethnic population 

represented in each age category is 
Black. For example, 9 out of 11 (or 
72%) Children & Youth homicide 
victims were Black. 

¶ The majority of victims, male or 
female, were Black (70 or 81%). 

¶ 72% of homicide victims were Black 
males (62 out of 86 victims).  

¶ There were 10 Latino victims in 
2011, of which four were female 
and six were male. 
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Other Findings  
¶ Of the 2011 homicide cases, twelve homicide victims (14%) and 24 homicide suspects (30%) have known involve-

ment in a gang, group, or crew. 

Suspect Demographics -  Homicide (Known suspects only)  

 
Demographic  

2010 
(n=113) 

2011 
(n = 82) 

2010-2011  
Comparison 

 
Observations 

# % # %  Change Score 

Age  

Children & Youth 10 9 15 18 +50% The number of children and youth suspects 
increased 50% from 10 in 2010 to 15 in 2011. 

Young Adult 53 47 34 41 -36% The number of young adult suspects de-
creased 36% from 53 in 2010 to 34 in 2011. 

Adult 47 42 33 40 -30% The number of adult suspects decreased 30% 
from 47 in 2010 to 33 in 2011. 

Older Adult 3 3 0 0 -100% There were no older adult homicide suspects 
in 2011. 

Race  

American Indian 0 0 0 0 No Change There were no known American Indian homi-
cide suspects in 2011. 

Asian 1 1 0 0 -100% There were no known Asian homicide sus-
pects in 2011. 

Black 86 76 76 93 -12% The number of Black homicide suspects was 
76 in 2011, down 12% compared to 2010. 

Latino 4 4 3 4 -25% The number of Latino homicide suspects was 
3, down 25% compared to 2010. 

White 22 19 3 4 -86% The number of White homicide suspects was 
3 in 2011, down 86% compared to 2010. 

Gender  

Male 103 91 72 88 -30% The majority of homicide suspects in 2011 
were male (72 or 88%).  

Female 10 9 10 12 No Change The number of female homicide suspects was 
the same in both 2010 and 2011. 

Methodology Notes  
¶ All suspect information is for known suspects, which includes suspects that have not yet been charged, issued a 

warrant, arrested, and/or placed in police custody. 
¶ Suspects involved in multiple homicides may have been counted more than once. 
¶ This list is accurate as of January 25, 2012. Ongoing police investigation might identify new suspects that were not 

included in this analysis and exonerate suspects that have been included in this analysis.  
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Victim Demographics - Nonfatal Shootings (NFS)  

 
Demographic  

2010 
(n = 400) 

2011 
(n = 473) 

2010-2011  
Comparison 

 
Observations 

# % # %  Change Score 

Age  

Children & Youth 51 13 60 13 +20% Every age demographic increased in 2011 
compared to 2010. The majority of victims 
were young adults aged 18 to 25 and adults 
aged 26 to 59. 

Young Adult 187 47 217 41 +18% 

Adult 160 40 192 46 +16% 

Older Adult 2 1 4 1 +100% 

Race  

American Indian 1 0 0 0 -100% The majority of nonfatal shooting victims 
(NFS) were Black (408 or 86%) in 2011,       
followed by Latino (36 or 8%) and White (24 
or 5%). The number of Black NFS victims    
increased 22% compared to 2010 and the 
number of White NFS victims increased 20% 
in 2011 compared to 2010. 

Asian 1 0 4 1 +300% 

Black 335 84 408 86 +22% 

Latino 40 10 36 8 -10% 

White 20 5 24 5 +20% 

Other 3 1 1 0 -67% 

Gender  

Male 358 90 415 88 +38% The vast majority of 2011 NFS victims are 
male (415 or 88%).  Female 42 11 58 12 +16% 

Demographic -  2011    

Race Crosstab  

 Children & 
Youth  

Young Adult  Adult  Older Adult   Male  Female  

 # % # % # % # % # % # % 

American Indian (n = 0) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Asian (n = 4) 0 0 1 25 3 75 0 0 4 100 0 0 

Black (n = 408) 56 14 170 41 181 44 1 .2 360 88 48 12 

Latino (n = 36) 3 8 13 36 18 50 2 6 33 92 3 8 

White (n = 24) 1 4 9 38 13 54 1 4 17 71 7 29 

Other (n = 1) 0 0 0 0 1 100 0 0 1 100 0 0 

Methodology Notes  
¶ Percents are rounded up and may not add up to 100% due to rounding. 




