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VOLUNTEERS TO REMOVE TONS OF TRASH FROM MILES OF MILWAUKEE AREA RIVERS
April 20th will mark the 18th annual Spring River Cleanup

MILWAUKEE (Thursday, April 18th) --- On Saturday, April 20th, thousands of volunteers will join Milwaukee Riverkeeper for its 18th annual Spring River Cleanup.  The volunteers will clean riverbanks at 50 sites along the Milwaukee, Menomonee, and Kinnickinnic Rivers and their tributaries.  The cleanup will take place from 9am to noon, followed by a volunteer thank-you party.
Members of the media are invited to attend a kickoff press event at 9:00 am at Eastbrook Church on Lincoln Creek (5385 N. Green Bay Road).  Milwaukee Director of Sustainability Matt Howard and Riverkeeper Executive Director Karen Schapiro will be on hand to talk about the state of our rivers and how the cleanup is helping.
“Volunteer interest from businesses, schools, youth groups and civic organizations has been overwhelming this year,” Milwaukee Riverkeeper Executive Director, Karen Schapiro said.  “People seem more anxious than ever to get outside and demonstrate their community pride by picking up trash or removing invasive species along our waterways.  We estimate over 4,000 volunteers will lend a hand to the cleanup effort this year.”

Each year, volunteers fill more than 8,000 bags of trash and remove 20 tons of trash and debris from the area streams and rivers at sites located from Kewaskum to South Milwaukee and west to Brookfield.  
Following the cleanup, volunteers are invited to attend the Trash Bash, a party with music food and raffle prizes to celebrate the volunteers’ hard work.  The Trash Bash will take place from 12:30 to 3pm at the Hoyt Park Hall at 1800 N. Swan Blvd in Wauwatosa.
The Spring River Cleanup is sponsored by The Forest County Potawatomi Foundation.
For more information or to view the locations for the Spring River Cleanup, visit Milwaukee Riverkeeper online at www.milwaukeerivercleanup.org. 
####

About Milwaukee Riverkeeper

Milwaukee Riverkeeper is a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting water quality and wildlife habitat in the Milwaukee, Menomonee and Kinnickinnic River watersheds. 
Milwaukee Riverkeeper advocates for compliance with environmental laws and is licensed by the Waterkeeper Alliance, a network with over 183 organizations worldwide dedicated to protecting our waterways. 
For more information about Milwaukee Riverkeeper, visit www.milwaukeeriverkeeper.org 
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