
What you need to know

Special Event Permit

This brochure was created to assist in 
answering common questions posed 
by applicants for a Special Event 
Permit. This is not an overview of all 
regulations and ordinances regarding 
special events. For a complete listing 
of these ordinances please go to 
www.milwaukee.gov/ordinances.

Further questions? 
Contact Speical Events Office
Room 501, Municipal Building

841 N. Broadway
Milwaukee, WI 53202

(414) 286-3329

Or check out the Department of Public 
Works Website
www.mpw.net

Wondering about if you can sell 
liquor at your event?

Want to know how many 
barricades you need?

Or maybe you just want to 
understand why you need the 
permission of the people and 
businesses surrounding where 
you want your event in order to 
get your permit?

Well before you pick up the 
phone to call the Department of 
Public Works, read on inside and 
you just mind find you answers.

Remember if your event is 
in the public right of way 
it is open to the public for 

anyone to attend.



Can I serve alcoholic beverages?
Yes, it’s possible. However in this case you 
need a license.

What if a local bar or tavern is 
providing the alcohol? Do I still need a 
license?

This is a bit different. The tavern or bar 
would have to apply for a Temporary 
Extension of Premises. This will allow 
them to sell alcohol in the specified confines 
of the event.

Where can I get one of these licenses 
for selling alcohol?

You can get them from the City Clerks 
Office in City Hall. You can call them at 
(414) 286-2238 or visit their website www.
milwaukee.gov/license

How do I figure out what class my 
event is?

You don’t. The Department of Public 
Works and the Police Department both 
decided what class your event is.

How do I determine how many 
barricades that I need?

Again you don’t, the Police Department 
decides this.

Why do I need permission from 
neighbors and area businesses to 
get my event permit?

If your event requires that some roads 
be closed where the event will take 
place, residents and businesses need to 
be aware of it. For example, if an area 
business gets their weekly delivery 
on the date of your event they need 
to know to reschedule or change the 
delivery site.

Can I serve food and non-alcoholic 
drinks at my special event?

Yes you can, however you need a permit. 
Call the Health Department at (414) 286-
5746 for an application.


