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A. Purpose 

This Historical Land Use Investigation (HLUI) of 5318 West Center Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was 
requested by Elaine Miller, Real Estate Manager, Department of City Development, City of 
Milwaukee. The purpose of this HLUI is to identify potential environmental conditions associated 
with the City-owned project site prior to the site being listed for sale. For the sake of brevity and 
convenience, this property will be referred to as the “project site” unless noted otherwise. 

B.  Brief Description 

The project site is located in the City of Milwaukee on a block bound by West Center Street to the 
south, West Hadley Street to the north, North 54th Street to the west, and North 53rd Street to the 
east. The project site is occupied by a tavern building with a residential unit. The general area 
including the project site is shown on Figure 1, and project site dimensions are presented on Figure 
2.  An aerial photograph of the site is shown on Figure 3. 

The following table presents relevant information regarding the project site: 

Address Tax Key # Bldg. Size Lot Size Zoning* Owner 

5318 West Center Street 306-1233-000 2,136 ft2 4,560 ft2 LB2 City of Milwaukee 

   *LB2= Local Business District 
 
C.  Historical References 

1.   The Wright’s City Directories (1935-1990) and the Polk’s City Directories (1993-2010), reviewed in 
approximately five year increments indicate the following information for the project site: 

 
2.  Select Department of Neighborhood Services (DNS) records indicate the following information 

regarding the project site: 

Date Comment 
9/11/1934 Application for Permit: to occupy 1st floor as tavern. Former use: tavern. 
6/11/1937 Application for Permit: to occupy 1st floor as tavern. Former use: tavern. 

12/8/1949 
Application for Permit: to occupy portion of lot – “vacant lot around building” to be occupied by 
“Christmas trees”. Former use: “vac. (tavern to continue).”  

5/5/1953 Application for Permit: to erect masonry fence on lot line. 

4/24/1963 
Letter from Building Inspection regarding (1) Gordon cast iron hot water sectional boiler; 92,000 
BTU output. “Since installation has started, apply for permit at once.” 

4/30/1963 
Letter from Building Inspection noting that recent inspection of the “tavern and one-family 
residence” disclosed the use of two rear rooms, formerly part of dwelling unit, for business 
purposes—parties. Ordered to discontinue this use at once. 

8/8/1963 Application for Permit: to erect dormer in rear of building.  
9/20/1978 Application for Occupancy Certificate for tavern & restaurant. Former use: tavern. 

11/12/1980 Application for Permit: to install a 150,000 BTU gas furnace. 
7/22/1980 Application for Permit: footing excavation. Use: tavern. 
8/14/1995 Application for Permit: to occupy as “sell of beer & alcohol”. Former use: same. 

Address Date(s) Occupancy 

5318 West Center Street 

1935-1993 Tavern; residential 
2000 Not Listed 
2005 Night Club 
2010 Not Listed 
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Date Comment 

8/25/1995 
Order to correct conditions: Install approved backflow prevention device in water line serving 
the hose faucet & carbonator; properly install the illegally installed indirect or local waste piping 
serving the bar sink; repair defective faucet. 

3/22/1996 Zoning Certificate: 1st floor use proposed: tavern. Former: same. 
5/12/1999 Application for Occupancy: 1st floor: tavern. Former: same “(vacant for unspecified time)”. 

5/17/1999 
District Inspectors’ Report: occupancies—basement (storage); 1st (tavern); 2nd (attic). Notes 
include that building has no underground tanks and that owner states no boiler on premises. 

9/14/2001 Permit to construct. Permit description: gas furnace. 
2/12/2002 Occupancy permit: 1st floor proposed use as Catfish House Restaurant. 
3/5/2003 Zoning Certificate: 2nd floor office occupancy. 

7/14/2003 Name Change: Infinity Lounge. Use: tavern. 
3/10/2009 Violation: Remove nuisance vehicle or park in enclosed bldg 
9/9/2010 Occupancy permit: Day care center with rear playground. 

9/15/2010 Violation: Remove and dispose of all debris, junk, etc 
9/22/2010 Violation: Board up vacant building – 2nd floor window on east side 
3/15/2011 Violation: Remove and dispose of all debris, junk, etc 
11/1/2011 Violation: Board up vacant building 
11/1/2011 Violation: Provide inspection access; register the vacant building with DNS 
8/6/2012 Service Request: Boza has expired for a day care facility. No response- no longer open. 

 
D. Sanborn Maps 

  Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps indicate the following information regarding the project site: 

a.    A 1910 (with updates through 1937) Sanborn Fire Insurance Map is not available. A Sanborn 
Map of the surrounding area indicates that the project site was located outside the City limits 
and was unoccupied. (Figure 4) 

b.    A 1910 (with updates through 1951) Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows the project site 
occupied by a single-story store building fronting W. Center St. The surrounding area includes 
a commercial corridor developing along W. Center St., with residential neighborhoods to the 
north and south. A filling station with three gasoline tanks is shown at 5302 W. Center St. 
Additional filling stations are shown at the intersections of W. Center St with N. 52nd St. and 
N. 55th St. (Figure 5) 

c.    A 1910 (with updates through 1969) Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows the project site 
occupied by the same single-story building fronting W. Center St. The surrounding area has 
been more fully developed. The filling station with three gasoline tanks remains at 5302 W. 
Center St. (Figure 6) 

 

E.    Environmental Records 

1. The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR), Bureau of Remediation and 
Redevelopment Tracking System (BRRTS) does not include listings for the project site. 

2. The Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) Tank Database does not 
include listings for the project site.  

3. According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map 
(FIRM), the project site is not located in a floodplain.  
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4. According to the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission’s (SEWRPC) Wisconsin 
Wetlands Inventory, wetlands are not identified within the project site. In addition, according 
to SEWRPC, the project site is not located within an environmental corridor.   

 

F.   Project Site Inspection 

On December 3, 2012, City staff conducted an inspection of the project site. A photographic log of 
the project site is included as Attachment A.  The ground floor tavern space and second floor 
dormer space were inspected, with no environmental concerns identified. Inspection of the 
basement revealed several abandoned compressed gas tanks. One was labeled carbon dioxide; 
others did not have legible labeling.  A walk-in cooler was observed in the southeast corner of the 
basement.  

 

G.  Findings and Conclusion 

This Historic Land Use Investigation did not reveal any environmental concerns. Based on the 
available historic information, a Phase II Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) of 5318 West Center 
Street does not appear to be warranted at this time. 

 

KCD/KRS 
City of Milwaukee 
1/8/2013 



FIGURE 1 
QUARTER SECTION LAND USE MAP 

5318 West Center Street, Milwaukee, WI 

Project Site 



Project Site 

FIGURE 2 
PLAT MAP 

5318 West Center Street, Milwaukee, WI 



Project Site 

Aerial – Close View 

Aerial – Wide View 

FIGURE 3 
2010 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH – Milwaukee County GIS 

5318 West Center Street, Milwaukee, WI 

Project Site 



Project Site 

FIGURE 4 
 1910 SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAP  

(WITH UPDATES THROUGH 1939)  
5318 West Center Street, Milwaukee, WI 



Project Site 

FIGURE 5 
 1910 SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAP  

(WITH UPDATES THROUGH 1951)  
5318 West Center Street, Milwaukee, WI 



Project Site 

FIGURE 6 
 1910 SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAP  

(WITH UPDATES THROUGH 1969)  
5318 West Center Street, Milwaukee, WI 



View of project site facing northwest from W. Center Street 

View of rear of project site facing south from alley 

ATTACHMENT A 
 SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

5318 West Center Street, Milwaukee, WI 



View of main floor, a former bar 

View of walk-in cooler in the basement 



Compressed gas tanks in basement. One (above)  is labeled “carbon dioxide” 
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