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Histeric Land Use Investigation
2730 North Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Milwaukee, W

A. Purpose

The purpose of this Historical Land Use Investigation (HLUI) of 2730 North Martin Luther King Jr,
Drive, Milwaukee, Wisconsin is to identify potential environmental conditions associated with the
project site. For brevity and convenience, this property witl be referred to as the “project site,”
unless noted otherwise.

B. Brief Description

The project site is located on a block bound by W. Center Street to the south, N. 2™ Street to the
east, N. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive to the west and W. Hadley Street to the north. The project site
consists of a vacant one-story building and an associated parking lot. The general area around the
project site is shown on Figure 1, and project site dimensions are presented on Figure 2. An aerial

photograph of the site is shown on Figure 3.

The following table presents relevant information regarding the project site:

Address

Tax Key #

Bldg. Size Lot Size Zoning* Owner

2730 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.

3132342000

6,846 ft* | 27,937 ft’ LB2 City of Milwaukee

*LB2 = Urban Commercial Local Business District

C. Historical References

1. The Wright's City Directories (1935 — 1990) and the Polk’s City Directories {1993 — 2010),
reviewed in approximately five year increments contain the following information regarding the

project site:

Address* Date Occupancy
5730 N. Dr. MLK 1935-1955 Residential
Ir. Dr. 1960-2000 Mot Listed
2005-2010 Ponderosa Steakhouse
1935-1955 Meats
1960 Vacant
2732 J'\:" DDrr_' MILK 1965 Residential
1970-1980 Vacant
1985-2010 Not Listed
2734 N. Martin 1935-1965 Real Estate
Luther King Jr. 1970-1974 Dress shop
Drive 1985-2010 Not Listed
2736 N. Martin 1935-1970 Residential
Luther King Jr. 1975-1980 Vacant
Drive 1985-2010 Not Listed
. 1935 Beauty Shop
2738 . Martm 1940 Electrical Supplies/residential
Luther King Ir. . - -
Drive 1945 Pest Control Co. exterminators/residential
1950 Furniture store & upholstery
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City Directories {cont.)

Address* Date QOccupancy
1955 Law Office/residential
1960-1965 Milwaukee Fence & Supply Corp/residential
2738 N. Martin 1966 Photography studio
Luther King Jr. 1970 Wig Shop
Drive 1975 Paint Co. storage/residential
1980 Vacant
1985-2010 Mot Listed
2740-42 N. 1935-1880 Residential/vacant
Martin Luther | gor 5010 Not Listed
King Jr. Brive
2744 N. Martin 1935-1980 Shoe Repair
L“thgrri"(":g 1 1985-2010 Not Listed
. 1935-1940 Residential
szl‘iﬁe':'K“if‘angt'r'j' 1945-1950 Not Listed/No Return
Drive 1955-1965 Auto Sales used
1970-2010 Not Listed
2750 N. Martin 1935-1940 Not Listed
Luther King Jr, 1945 Richardson Chemical Prod. Co.
Drive 1950-2010 Not Listed
1935 Auto Sales
##3754 N. Martin 1840 Auto Sales used/Auto Body Repair
N 1945-1950 Vacant
Luthg:ﬁ!\il:g ar 1955-1970 Auto Sales used
1975-1980 Auto Body Repair
1985-1990 Vacant
2000-2010 Not Listed

to N. Martin Luther King Ir. Drive in 1390.

*Addresses changed from 1066 — 1084 to 2732 —~ 2754 early in the 1900s. Directory listings switch from N, 3" Street

**The historic address of 2754 is partly associated with the project site and partly with the parcel directly north.

2. Select Department of Neighborhood Services {DNS) records for the project site indicate the

following information:

Address . Date _ _ Occupancy P
5/8/1908 Permits: Construction of store/dwelling and barn/wagon shed
3/5/1929 Permit: plumbing and drain connection
1/23/1933 Permit: Construction of addition to main building (meat market)
4/25/1949 Permit: Aluminum siding and thermopane window installation

2730 -2732 N. Martin 6/3/1949

Report: Gas heating unit set fire to chimney, no structural damage to

buifding

Luther King Jr. Drive
uther King 3/4/1957

Permit: Installation of gas fired incinerator and air conditioning

7/31/1981

Permit: Raze building

1/27/1993

Permit: Building construction denied due to contaminated soil

6/23/1993

Permit: Festival — juneteenth Days

11/28/2001

Parmits: New restaurant plumbing connections and construction of new

building
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DNS Records {Cont.)

Address Date OCccupancy
5/21/1925 Permit: Construction of concrete block garage
6/7/1933 Permit: Add toilets and windows {tavern)
27342736 N. Martin 3/13/1959 Warning: Must convert six apartments in building to four
Luther King Jr. Drive 5/5/1959 Permit: Enclose boiler room with fireproofing
5/19/1981 Report: Fire, two story frame building {vacant)
5/27/1981 Permits: Raze building and condemned garage
3/23/1894 Permit: Construction of wood frame store/dwelling
5/20/1940 Permit: Construction of attached one story residence
1/14/1952 Permit: Alter store & two fa milly E?uilding to store & three family
building
2738 — 2740 N. Martin 4/16/1852 Permit: Neon sign
Luther King Jr. Drive 10/3/1952 Permits: Install 2 oil burners in boilers and two 275 gallon fuel oil tanks
4/30/1953 Permit: Install full second story bathroom
2/21/1958 Violation: remove dwelling from third floor
6/11/1963 Violation: Qutdoor gravity fed fuel storage tank too large (55 gallons,
code was max 9 gallons)
5/27/1981 Permit: Raze condemned building
6/13/1888 Permit: Construction of two story wood frame building
4/24/1923 Permit: Canstruction of back garage
2742 — 2744 N. Martin 3/7/1967 Permit: Construction of billboard
Luther King Jr. Drive 5/5/1976 Permit: Construction of fiberglass sign
8/5/1980 Permit: Raze condemned garage
3/19/1981 Permit: Raze building
5/7/1923 Permit: Construction of garage
11/24/1948 Permit: Use empty lot for sale of Christmas trees
2748 N. Martin Luther 3/5/1957 Inspection: Improper gas heater installation
King Jr. Drive 3/6/1970 Warning: Remove junk and other nlwci’icellaneous mechanics from vacant
10/19/1973 Permit: Raze garage
11/5/1930 Permit: Construction of garage
3/15/1944 Permit: Auto body shop {welding and cutting listed)
11/25/1946 Permit: Temporary Christmas tree sales on lot
2/17/1947 Permit: Construction of shed
%2754 — 2756 N. Martin|  10/18/1962 Inspection: Spray Painting without proper booth, lacquer thinner stored
Luther King Ir. Drive in common 5 gallon cans on ground
1/22/1969 Inspection: lllegal body shop & many junked cars on lot
6/6/1975 Warning: Dump trucks, bul[dozer,' & other construction equipment
storage is illegal
6/3/1975 Permit: Telephone booth
2/7/1981 Permit: raze garage

*The historic address of 2754 Is partly associated with the project site and partly with the parcel directly north.

D. Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

1. A 1910 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows the project site occupied by 15 structures, The
project site consists of parcels one through seven. Structures on the parcels include a stable, 3
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garages, 4 stores, 2 dwellings, and a few other associated small buildings. Surrounding land uses
include similar shops, dwellings, and empty lot space. An alley borders the eastern edge of the
project site (Figure 4}.

A 1910 (with updates through 1951) map shows the same general features as the 1910 magp.
Multiple back garages have been labeled as auto garages. One auto garage is now labeled for
on-site auto repairing. An upholstery store is now labeled as one of the stores. The building
formerly on parcel five and the back building on parcet one no longer appear on the map.
Surrounding features now include a knitting factory across the street (Figure 5).

A 1910 {with updates through 1961} map shows the same general features as the 1910 {with
updates through 1951) map. A sausage factory takes up the southernmost parcel, while the
northernmaost has been merged with parcels not currently associated with the project site. This
northernmost parcel is now labeled as contractors storage and parking. The auto garage on
parcels three and five no longer appear on the map. A small shed is now labeled on parcel five.
Surrounding features, including the knitting factory, are similar to the 1951 map (Figure 6).

E. Environmental Records

1.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR}, Bureau of Remediation and
Redevelopment Tracking System {BRRTS) includes one closed listing for the project site.

e LUST Closed: BRRTS #03-41-254243, 2730 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Dr., Location Name:
Milwaukee City Redevelopment Authority Vacant Lot. Substance Type: Petroleum. Activity
Closed 5/18/2001.

The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture and Consumer Protection (DATCP) Tank Database
inctudes four listings for the project site and northern adjoining property. The project site was
formerly associated with the northern adjoining property. Each tank record is indicated as
closed/removed as of 6/1/1992.

e 2748 N. Martin Luther King Jr Drive, |ID# 304154, a 550-gallon UST with unknown contents.
s 2730-74 N. Martin Luther King Jr Drive, ID¥ 303864, a 500-gallon UST with fuel oil contents.

e 2730-74 N. Martin Luther King Jr Drive, ID# 303865, a 1,000-gallon UST with waste/used
motor oil contents.

e 2774 N. Martin Luther King Jr Drive, ID# 304153, a 550-gallon UST with waste/used motor oil
contents.

According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM) Panel Number 100, the project site is not located in a floodplain.

According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) National Wetland Inventory, wetlands
are not listed within the project site.

According to the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission {SEWRPC), the project
site is not located within an environmental corridor.
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F. Project Site Inspection

On June 27, 2014, City of Milwaukee staff conducted an inspection of the project site. A
photographic log of the project site is included as Attachment A. The project site is developed with a
vacant one-story building and an associated parking lot. The building was most recently occupied by
a restaurant and in good repair. A substantial amount of trash had been discarded in the back
fenced in area adjacent to the alley. The back kitchen area had a moderate amount of water and
mold damage, and nearby ceiling tiles had been destroyed by water damage. Standing water was
found in a large puddle near the restaurant office. Most kitchen equipment was still present, and
grills were covered in greasy cooking residue. The dining area carpet had bheen peeled up, but all
chairs and booths remained. The area surrounding the project site included commercial/mixed-uses
to the south, north and west. Single family and multi-family homes exist to the east.

G. Findings and Conclusion

This Historical Land Use Investigation revealed the following environmental condition: The northeast
corner of the project site was historically occupied by various auto body repair/auto repair shops. A
LUST investigation was conducted in the northeast portion of the project site, and the LUST activity
was closed by the WDNR on 5/18/2001.

MR/RB/SS
City of Milwaukee
7/14/2014




FIGURE 1
QUARTER SECTION LAND USE MAP
2730 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Milwaukee, WI
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FIGURE 2
PLAT MAP
2730 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Milwaukee, WI
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FIGURE 3
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH
2730 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Milwaukee, WI
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FIGURE 4
1910 SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAP
2730 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Milwaukee, WI
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FIGURE 5
1910 SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAP
(WITH UPDATES THROUGH 1951)
2730 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Milwaukee, WI
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FIGURE 6
1910 SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAP
(WITH UPDATES THROUGH 1969)
2730 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Milwaukee, WI
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ATTACHMENT A
SITE PHOTOGRAPHS
2730 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Milwaukee, WI

Front view of project site facing east

Front view of project site facing east
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Front view kitchen inside facing east
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Side view of kitchen facing north
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Side view of kitchen facing north

Side view of kitchen facing north
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS
2730 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Milwaukee, WI

View of dining room facing southwest




