
Milwaukee Metro Center 
Minor Modification to Detailed Planned Development 

Metro Center, Phase 1 – File No. 160466 
11330 West Metro Auto Mall – former Smart Car facility 

Russ Darrow Group 
 

This minor modification to the Detailed Planned Development (DPD) is being requested by the Russ 
Darrow Group to permit additional building wall signage on the former Smart Car building. This 
statement, together with the below described exhibits and supporting materials, comprises the 
modified DPD.  
 

I. List of exhibits 
 
a. Owner’s statement of intent 
b. Vicinity map 
c. Site photos 
d. Signage details  

 
II. Description of minor modification 

 
In 1996, File No. 961134 established a Detailed Planned Development (DPD) for all of Area B (north 
of West Metro Auto Mall) within the Milwaukee Metro Center Planned Development. This DPD, 
known as Metro Center, Phase 1, was amended in 1998 as File No. 980547 to permit construction of 
a used automobile dealership at 11330 West Metro Auto Mall. The DPD was subsequently modified 
in 2001 (File No. 011042) to approve plans for a Hummer automobile dealership instead of the 
previously approved plans. In 2003, a second amendment to the DPD zoning was approved as File 
No. 031447 to allow for an off-premise sign for the Bergstrom Chevrolet dealership to be placed on 
the Hummer dealership site. Thereafter, in 2007, a third amendment to the DPD zoning was 
approved as File No. 070063 to allow for a second car dealership, Smart Car, on the north portion of 
this site. In 2008, the DPD was further modified as File No. 080264 to permit site and building 
changes as the result of conversion of the Hummer dealership to Bergstrom GM Certified Used Car 
dealership. Finally, in 2014, a minor modification was approved for the DPD as File No. 141108 to 
allow site and building changes as the result of conversion of the Bergstom dealership (Fiat) to Russ 
Darrow Mazda Automotive.  
 
This minor modification affects the former Smart Car building on the north portion of the subject 
site. When the Smart Car building was constructed, it included 5-story architectural display element 
on the north side of the building that had display bays on two sides of the tower (one on each level). 
The bays displayed cars within them, and were glazed with a clear aluminum curtainwall window 
system. Now that the Darrow Group has acquired this site for their Mazda dealership, which is 
within the former Hummer building, they would like to utilize this architectural display element as 
signage to advertise the models of vehicles offered at the dealership. This will improve the aesthetic 
of the tower, which is otherwise blank. It will also create more visibility for the dealership, which is 
otherwise not very visible from the highway. The bays, each of which has two display boxes that are  
are approximately 18’ by 10’, or 180 square feet each (total of 360 sq ft per level x 5 levels = 1800 sq 
ft), are not large enough to house actual vehicles, so signage is proposed to be affixed behind the 
curtainwall glazing system to preserve the intent of the display bays. The material of the signs will 



be a 3M Controltac graphic film, and will be illuminated both on the interior and exterior. Please see 
attached for material specs. 
The top window bay will display the dealership name, and the lower three bays will display vehicle 
models. The ground floor bay may advertise deals in addition to the dealership name and vehicle 
models. The backgrounds of the graphics will be designed so as to give the appearance that the 
content of the sign is within a display window. Please see art attached. 
 
Additionally, a large, 10ftx25ft (250 sq ft)- sign advertising directions on how to access the 
dealership will be on the north side of the tower element. The background of the sign will be black 
to match the color of the building. The tower is lit internally and we will also have light shining from 
the ground. All lighting will meet the requirements of the Milwaukee Code of Ordinances.   
 
The total square footage of building wall signage on this tower element will be approximately 2050 
square feet.  
 
 



 

Additional signage on architectural tower element of former Smart Car facility. 
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