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Alterra Coffee Headquarters
3400 N Humboldt Avenue

Owner: Dirty Dogs LLC
Designer: The Kubala Washatko Architects Inc.

Who knew that caffeine could be used to wake up
a tired old corner lot? And that it’s good for the
environment, too! After 90% of the old structure on
this site was recycled, Alterra’s new building was
crafted with beams from a Kohl’s Food store,

Tom Barrett tables from Milwaukee Tech High School, and
Mayor, windows from an old warehouse...
City of Milwaukee Alterra Coffee purchased a long-vacant brownfield from the Redevelopment Authority, and brought

together city, state, federal and private resources to transform it into their new 24,000 sq. ft.
headquarters, café, roasting facility, and adjacent retail space. The building incorporates many
green and neighborhood-friendly features. About 90% of the previously existing building on the site
was deconstructed and recycled, giving the brand-new building a feeling that it has “always been
there.” Nighttime lighting outside the building enlivens the street, while day lighting inside helps
keep energy bills low. Native plantings in the landscape beds give the building a local character.
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