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$19.5 million HOPE VI grant awarded to Milwaukee’s 
Housing Authority  
 
 
Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett and Housing Authority Board Chairman Willie L. Hines, Jr. 
announced today that the Housing Authority of the City of Milwaukee has been awarded a grant 
worth $19.5 million for housing revitalization in Milwaukee’s Midtown neighborhood. The grant 
is part of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s HOPE VI program.  “This 
is the fifth large HOPE VI grant awarded to Milwaukee’s Housing Authority,” said Mayor 
Barrett. “Previous grants totaled $110 million and have funded rehabilitation of over 1000 units 
to date. We’re proud of what we’ve been able to do with the money HUD has given us.”    
 
"HUD measures success by countin g the communities in which hope has been restored, the 
families who get the chance to buy their first hom e and the children who grow up in the kinds of 
neighborhoods we all want for our children," sa id Joseph P. Galvan, HUD 's Regional Director 
for the Midwest.  "We know that, with this HOPE VI grant, Milwaukee will continue to improve 
the physical quality of its public hou sing and, more importantly, help more low-income families 
move toward self-sufficiency." 
 
The latest HOPE VI grant will be used to replace aging public housing units with new housing 
for 121 families.  These units are in Milwaukee’s Renewal Community and complement other 
redevelopment activities, including the renovation of the Cherry Court Housing Development. 
The Housing Authority’s 2004 low-income tax credit application was recently approved by 
WHEDA.  
 
“This new money allows us to expand the boundaries of our previous HOPE VI investments at 
Parklawn, Hillside and Highland Park,” said Willie L. Hines, Jr., HACM Board Chairman, who 
pointed out that replacing blocks of substandard housing is expected to spur private investment 
in the area. “Since private developers have anticipated this expansion, they are planning to do 
their own projects to complement our new homes.  We have a chance to actually leverage more 
than 200 new housing units for this area.”  
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The Housing Authority’s plan for use of the money will yield homes with traditional Milwaukee 
architecture and landscaping on a regular street grid – as opposed to high rises or complexes 
situated on isolated sections of land. The new units will help the Housing Authority foster self-
sufficiency and home ownership among residents.  Additionally, some of the grant money will 
be used to create a “Neighborhood Network” at the Cherry Court development at 1525 N. 24th 
Street. The Neighborhood Network provides access to the Internet by providing a lab with 
computers and the training to use them.  
 
"I was part of the Congressionally-appointed commission that created the HOPE VI program a 
little more than 10 years ago," said HUD Secretary Alphonso Jackson. "I’m pleased that 
Milwaukee is one of the cities that will get funding again this year to build on its strong 
commitment to affordable housing, revitalize this community and improve the lives of its 
residents." 
 
The Housing Authority will act as its own developer in this latest round of rehabilitation, just as 
it has in the past. All construction is to be completed by December of 2005. After the new 
housing is developed, the Housing Authority plans to contract with the Friends of Housing 
Corporation to manage the units.  
 
“Our scattered site housing no longer provides opportunities for the people living there,” said 
Tony Peréz, Executive Director of HACM. “We will not only rebuild the physical structures, we 
will rebuild hope. We are building accessible, single-family homes that offer housing choices, 
including home-ownership opportunities.”   
 
Milwaukee was chosen from a pool of 56 public housing authorities that applied for the 2003 
HOPE VI Revitalization funding. Applications were ranked on several factors, including the 
ability to administer and manage the revitalization effort, the need for renovation and the ability 
of the applicant to leverage additional funding.  The Housing Authority has developed exemplary 
public and private partnerships through its HOPE VI program.   
 
The HOPE VI program was created in 1992 after more than 86,000 public housing units in the 
United States were found to be in need of revitalization. Wisconsin Senators Herb Kohl and 
Russell Feingold both supported Milwaukee’s efforts to win HOPE VI funding for rehabilitation 
of public housing units in Milwaukee’s Midtown neighborhood.  
 
“As we work to address the critical shortage of  affordable housing in this country, we need to 
continue to invest in program s like HOPE VI. This program improves the condition of housing 
and helps th e people wh o live there achieve eco nomic self-sufficiency by finding and retaining 
family-supporting jobs.  I'm  pleas ed that the Milwaukee Housing Authority has received this 
funding, as I know the benefits it will bring to  the community,” said  Senator Kohl, who has 
contacted HUD to support the funding. 

 
809 N. Broadway, Milwaukee, WI  53202 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 324, Milwaukee, WI 53201-0324
www.hacm.org 

(414) 286-5094-Fax(414) 286-0833-Fax (414) 286-3169-Fax (414) 286-8742-Fax (414) 286-0208-Fax (414) 286-8742-Fax

Rent Assistance 
(414) 286-5650-Voice 

 

Ad mi n is t ra t i on  
(414) 286-5671-Voice 

Community Services 
(414) 286-5100-Voice 

Housing Management
(414) 286-2192-Voice 

Maintenance Operations
(414) 286-2931-Voice 

Modernization & Development 
(414) 286-2951-Voice 



HOPE VI – p. 3 
 
Wisconsin Senator Russell Feingold also expressed his long-standing support for HUD's HOPE 
VI grant program. Feingold said: "The Milwaukee Housing Authority does an exemplary job 
with this grant money. Milwaukee's success proves that these grants go a long way in helping 
Wisconsin and Milwaukee residents obtain affordable housing.”   

Wisconsin Congressman Jerry Kleczka said the units funded by the HOPE VI grant will improve 
the quality of life for those in Milwaukee's public housing. “These rehabilitation efforts will 
assist residents by integrating them into the wider community through the use of traditional 
Milwaukee architecture and through resident involvement at every stage of planning and 
construction," said Congressman Kleczka.   

The Housing Authority of the City of Milwaukee manages 4,367 units of low-income housing 
that are subsidized by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. It administers 
more than five thousand Section 8 vouchers. The Housing Authority also owns and manages 968 
units of affordable housing.  
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