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Professional Development Opportunities
October 20, 2008 — Milwaukee
sySTEMNow!
8:00 A.M. – 3:30 P.M.
Marquette University Alumni Memorial Union
1442 West Wisconsin Avenue

sySTEMNow! stands for Strengthening our Youth in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM). This conference represents a consortium of businesses, concerned citizens, educators in K-12 and
higher education, and public officials dedicated to improving the quality, quantity, and diversity of youth
preparing for and entering STEM fields. sySTEMNow! is about the immediacy of the need for this preparation
and the action orientation of this one day event.

The conference is intended to serve:
• K-12 educators
• Post-secondary educators
• Businesses
• Foundations
• Elected officials
• Community leaders
• Media
• Anyone concerned about our region’s future

Workshop sessions include:
• Pathways to Innovation, a panel discussion presented by The Business Journal, moderated by

Joanne Williams
• Project Lead the Way: A General Overview
• IT & Computer Science in the 21st Century
• STEM, Energy and Global Warming
• Project Lead the Way: Curriculum Objectives
• STEM and Social Consciousness: Engineers Without Borders

For more information, contact Corry Jackson at 414-297-7239 or cjackson@esmke.com

November 17-20, 2008 — Chicago
Empowering Youth Achievement in a New Economy
2008 National Youth Development Symposium
Sheraton Hotel and Towers — Chicago, IL

Sponsored by the National Association of Workforce Development Professionals (NAWDP), the goal of the
9th Annual National Youth Development Symposium is to provide best practices and program guidance to
workforce development professionals who serve youth, and leadership growth opportunities for the youth
they serve.

Workshop topics include:
• Promoting Success for Hispanic Youth
• Rebuilding Communities and Lives: At-Risk Youth Achieve Education and Employment



• Bridge Building – New Economy and Immigrant and Refugee Youth
• Understanding the Holistic Approach to Youth Employment and Development
• First Jobs Academy: A commitment to work and learning for youth in foster care and their employer
• Mining the Wellspring of Leadership in Youth
• Enhancing Private Sector Youth Development: The Palermo's Experience
• Employment Strategies with Foster Care Youth: Stories from the Trenches
• Debunking the Myths: Youth Achievements in the Job Corps Program
• Youth @ Work: Talking Safety–Teaching teens about occupational safety
• Moving Mountains - Academic Gains - Strategies that Work!
• Discover Your Future: High Tech Careers for Students with Disabilities
• Career Planning: Taking Youth from What Now? to Know How!

On November 17, 2008, from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm, a Pre-symposium workshop (separate fee applies), It's Not
Crazymaking: Serving Youth with Mental Health Needs, will present findings from case studies of promising
programs and identify program design features and strategies that improve transition outcomes, incorporate
a holistic approach to meeting youth needs, and incorporate strong career preparation and employment
components for programs to serve the more than three million youth with diagnosed mental health needs.

A second morning of Pre-symposium workshops (separate fee applies), will be offered on November 18, 2008
from 8:00 am to noon, featuring two workshops:

Employer Relations: Beyond the Handshakes, is an interactive session to learn how to smooth the
path between employer engagement and youth employment. Participants will receive practical tools and
resources, including publications that address career assessment and disability disclosure.

How to Make Your Youth Employment Program Support Gang Diversion!, an innovative
workshop with Larry Robbin, you’ll conduct an objective youth based comparative analysis of what your
youth employment program offers young people to what gangs offer them. You’ll discover how to make
your program successful in recruiting youth that are at-risk for gang involvement and those that are already
gang members.

For more information, visit: www.nawdp.org

January 26-28, 2009 — Madison
CAREERS CONFERENCE 2009: From Inspiration to Application

The University of Wisconsin-Madison will hold its 23rd annual CAREERS CONFERENCE 2009: From Inspiration
to Application from January 26-28, 2009, in Madison. The conference, which bills itself as "the premier
conference on all aspects of career development", is hosted by the Center on Education and Work, part of
the School of Education at UW-Madison.

It is one of the largest and most comprehensive events of its kind, featuring top quality professional
development including:
• More than 150 practitioner sessions
• Off-site tours to workplaces and model career centers
• Interactive sessions on the latest career development trends
• Outstanding featured and keynote speakers
• Hands-on technology sessions
• Panels by experts focusing on key topics
• Networking opportunities galore
• Program and classroom ideas you can use
• Best practices and exemplary programs

For more information, visit: www.cew.wisc.edu/careersConf




