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Spring Cleaning? Project Clean & Green Can Help 
Project Clean & Green will be held again this spring, 
allowing residents of the 5th District to leave extra 
materials and items out for pickup by sanitation crews. 
However, it should be noted that no construction 
materials, appliances, hazardous waste, paint, electronics, 
more than 5 automobile tires, or brush piles larger then 2 
cubic yards (equivalent to a 6-foot sofa) will be accepted. 

In the 5th District: For residents south of W. Villard Ave., 
Clean & Green will occur May 8-12, and for residents north 
of W. Villard Ave., it will occur May 22-26.

Items are collected on the designated garbage collec-
tion day during the assigned Clean and Green week 
and residents can look up their zone by address at  
milwaukee.gov/cleanandgreen.

For more information please visit 
milwaukee.gov/district5. ■

Burleigh Traffic Calming & Safety Meeting

Please join us for an important public neighborhood 
meeting about the Burleigh Traffic Calming and 
Pedestrian Safety Improvement Plan. I will be joined by 
representatives from the Department of Public Works 
and others. All residents are encouraged to attend.

MONDAY, MAY 15TH | 6:00PM
Mount Carmel Lutheran Church
8424 W. Center St. (Fellowship Hall)

Upcoming Town Hall Meeting

Alderman Bohl will hold a public town hall meeting next 
month to meet with residents and discuss important 
issues affecting 5th District neighborhoods and the city 
as a whole. Residents are encouraged to attend.

THURSDAY, MAY 11TH | 6:00PM
Grace Christian Fellowship Church
9900 W. Capitol Dr. (auditorium)
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BIG DEVELOPMENTS

Ald. Bohl Chairing Water Quality Task Force 
Milwaukee’s Water Quality Task Force—chaired by 
Alderman Bohl—has been investigating ways to make sure 
drinking water is safe from lead in old leaded lateral water 
service lines.

“The question of how to deal with lead in water service lines 
and interior plumbing is a very serious one, and warrants a 
very thorough, open and transparent approach,” Alderman 
Bohl said. 

Alderman Bohl has sponsored legislation requiring 
charter schools to annually test their water for lead, and 
he co-sponsored legislation asking the state to create a 
mechanism for annual testing of all licensed day care centers 
and all public, private, and charter schools statewide.

Water Quality Task Force agendas and minutes are available 
at milwaukee.legistar.com.

Alderman Bohl said the Health Department’s website has 
extensive information about lead water issues, including links 
that can help residents determine if their home is served by 
a lead lateral service line. The 5th Aldermanic District has 
far fewer homes with lead service lines because the housing 
stock is much newer than in many areas of the city.

Visit milwaukee.gov/WaterQuality/Lead-Awareness-and-
Drinking-Water-Safety.htm to learn more. ■

Drug Mail-in Initiative Making it Easier to Dispose of Unused Meds 
The Milwaukee Drug Mail Back Program—the first of its kind 
city partnership in the U.S. aimed at the opioid and heroin 
epidemic—is already seeing some positive results, according 
to Alderman Bohl, who conceived of and spearheaded the 
creation of the program.

“I am pleased to be able to share that the Drug Mail Back 
Program is being utilized by people across the City of 
Milwaukee and the metro area to rid their households of 
unused medications that could be abused or misused,” 
Alderman Bohl said. 

The program was launched in December during a special 
event at the CVS Pharmacy at 7550 W. Perkins Pl. Alderman 
Bohl was joined at the event by colleagues Alderman 
Michael J. Murphy and Common Council President Ashanti 
Hamilton. The event also included representatives from the 
program’s various partners, including the City of Cudahy, 
the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District, the state 
Department of Justice, the federal Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), the U.S. Postal Service, CVS 
Pharmacy, and US Bank.

The free program is an easy and direct way of making it 
convenient for the public to dispose of unused, unwanted or 
surplus medications. 

It utilizes free, tamper-proof mail back envelopes that are 
available to residents at all city of Milwaukee and Cudahy 
CVS Pharmacy sites, at MMSD’s administrative office, and 
in the lobbies at Milwaukee and Cudahy police department 
stations. 

Under the program, residents will use envelopes pre-
addressed to their local police department (Milwaukee or 

Cudahy) to mail back their unwanted/unused prescription 
drugs, getting them out of medicine cabinets where they 
might otherwise be abused or misused, and also preventing 
improper disposal methods that might otherwise harm our 
waterways or landfills. Returned drugs are stored by the 
Milwaukee and Cudahy Police Departments, and coordinated 
runs are made through the DEA’s office and Wisconsin 
Department of Justice to have the drugs incinerated. USPS 
mailing processes enable participating communities the 
ability to track locations and weight content of returned 
drugs.

“The epidemic knows no boundaries, and is indiscriminate 
in taking the lives of people across all social and economic 
classes,” Alderman Bohl said. “We need unique partnerships 
and new approaches across all sectors to fight it, and our 
city’s drug mail back program will certainly help.” ■

Alderman Bohl talked about the benefits of the first-of-its-kind Drug Mail Back 
Program during a news conference late last year at the CVS Pharmacy at 7550 W. 
Perkins Pl.
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Steps to Reduce the Risk of Lead in Your Drinking Water 

Flush your plumbing
Before using tap water for drinking or cooking, run the cold 
water until it is noticeably colder. Do this especially if the 
water has been standing unused in your pipes for several 
hours, overnight or while everyone is away at school and 
work. Tap water can safely be used for activities such as 
bathing, washing hands, washing dishes, laundry, etc. These 
activities help flush the pipes.

Have your doctor test your child for lead
The City of Milwaukee Health Department recommends that 
all children be tested for lead exposure three times before 
the age of 3. The best place to get tested is at your doctor’s 
office or local clinic. Most insurance plans pay for lead 
testing.

Use only cold water for cooking and drinking
Water from the hot water tap can dissolve lead more quickly 
than cold water. Boiling water will not reduce the amount 
of lead in your drinking or cooking water. Water should be 
flushed until the temperature is noticeably colder (usually 
this takes 1–2 minutes) for any period in which water remains 
stagnant for approximately one to two hours or more. 
Practice filling a pitcher of water, once flushed, and place 
the pitcher in your fridge.

You can also consider a lead-free water filtration system. 
Some pitcher model filters are very reasonably priced. Make 
certain to look for an NSA/ANSI level 53 filtration system 
which removes lead.

In addition, households with young children under the age 
of 6, and/or pregnant and breastfeeding women might want 
the added safety assurance provided by a certified lead-
removing water filter (look for NSF/ANSI standard 53 filter). ■

Lead-Safe Milwaukee 
The City of Milwaukee has made childhood lead poisoning 
prevention a top priority for more than 20 years. Through 
significant investments, there has been a 90 percent decline 
in blood lead levels higher than 10 micrograms per decili-
ter and a nearly 70 percent decline in blood lead levels at 
5 micrograms or higher in the city. This progress does not 
mean more work isn’t needed. There is no safe level of lead 
in a child’s blood, and far too many children in Milwaukee 
are still reported each year to have elevated levels of lead 
in their blood.

That is why Alderman Bohl joined Mayor Barrett, the City of 
Milwaukee Health Department and Milwaukee Water Works 
to launch the Lead-Safe Milwaukee campaign. Through this 
media/information campaign, the city is highlighting primary 
ways that families can prevent childhood lead exposure. 
Included in the campaign is the expressed need to encour-
age families to have children tested for lead by their health 
care provider three times by the age of three. 

For more information on the main sources of lead exposure 
and what you can do to be sure your children are protected, visit  
LeadSafeMKE.com. ■

Alderman Bohl joined Mayor Barrett and Health Department Commissioner 
Bevan Baker during the rollout event for the Lead-Safe Milwaukee campaign.
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Hartung Park: Long Journey of Work is Finished 
Shovels that first broke the soil in 2008 at Hartung Park have 
culminated today in the realization of a dream: A fully com-
pleted neighborhood park that can be enjoyed by all. 

The multifaceted park—located in both the City of Milwau-
kee (two-thirds) and the City of Wauwatosa (one third)—has 
been worked on since 2001, with early work dominated 
by planning, grant applications, and fundraising. The park 
ribbon cutting for phase one was held in summer 2008, and 
opened in summer 2010. Phased improvements have been 
ongoing and expanded the usable portions of the park until 
the work was completed in late 2016. 

Alderman Bohl said he is proud of the cooperative effort 
to bring the park to fruition, and looking forward to future 
decades of enjoyable use and recreation at Hartung. “The 
park is a unique and rare example of intergovernmental 
and neighborhood cooperation,” Alderman Bohl said. “I am 
delighted that the final phase of work is finished, and that 
the tireless and dedicated work of the city, with the Har-
tung Park Community Association, has led us to this finished 
gem. I want to thank all of the residents who played a part 
in developing and planning the park, as well as the City of 
Wauwatosa for their ongoing park maintenance support. 

The final phase of work completed last fall included:

•  Creation of a fully-accessible intergenerational exercise 
and recreation area, featuring a concrete ping-pong 
table, two chess/checkers tables, picnic tables, two 
youth saddle spinners, and exercise stations. The area, 
located near N. 99th and W. Townsend, is also encircled 
by a 100-meter paved oval running/walking track.

•  A new semi-circular entrance walkway paved with brick 
pavers, at 99th and Townsend. A limestone park sign 
marker has also been erected at the entrance, and a 
crushed stone pathway system connects the entrance 
area to the intergenerational exercise area and a sec-
ondary entrance near Argonne Drive with the extensive 
pathway system weaving throughout the park.

Alderman Bohl said the new features at Hartung are 
designed to allow older adults and persons with disabilities 
to enjoy the amenities—right alongside children and families. 

For more information about HPCA and the park, visit the 
website: hartungpark.com. ■

Bioswales Coming to Good Hope Road Medians 
The City of Milwaukee Department of Public Works, in part-
nership with the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District’s 
Green Solutions program, will install five (5) bioswales in 
the medians of West Good Hope Road between North 91st 
Street and North 107th Street. Approximately 3,269 sq. ft. of 
bioswales will be constructed, and the work is expected to 
begin later this year.

Alderman Bohl said bioswales are landscaped areas created 
to remove pollutants from storm water runoff, while also pro-
viding an aesthetic benefit to the neighborhood. “Bioswales 
consist of an excavated area that is backfilled with stone and 
engineered soil, and then covered with mulch and planted 
with a diversity of woody and herbaceous vegetation,” he 
said. “Storm water runoff from the roadway is directed to 
the bioswale through an opening in the curb, and the storm 
water then slowly percolates through the mulch and engi-
neered soil where it is filtered before infiltrating into the 
native soil.”

This process results in reducing the amount of storm water 
pollutants that are discharged to surface and ground waters. 

It is anticipated that the bioswales on this project will cap-
ture and treat approximately 36,000 gallons of storm water 
runoff, and remove between 60% and 80% of the total sus-
pended solids in the storm water runoff.

For Alderman Bohl, the benefit of the bioswales is that they 
will beautify the Milwaukee County government controlled 
median on Good Hope Rd. while meeting a state DNR man-
date for the city in cleaning suspended solids from roadway 
runoff. 

“Only five gardens will be done on this stretch because 
that is all the natural pitch of the existing road will allow to 
work effectively,” he said. “The city planned bioswale gar-
dens needed approval from Milwaukee County government 
to happen, and we were very happy to have received their 
support." ■
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Update: Replacement of Mill Rd. 
Library 
The plan to replace the Mill Road Library with a new branch 
inside a mixed-use apartment building on Good Hope Road 
is still in progress. Last year, the project did not receive the 
tax credits needed to finance the mixed-income apartments 
above the library space. The library and developer are again 
pursuing the state credits in the 2017 round, and if the cred-
its are awarded, the project would break ground this fall. 

The new development at 7717 W. Good Hope Road (located 
in Alderwoman Chantia Lewis’s district) will comprise a larger 
state of the art 17,500 square foot library space similar to 
other new MPL facilities including: 

• Flexible, open spaces 
• An expanded and more flexible community room
• Greater access to computers and technology 
• More parking 

The overall $14–$15 million project is being developed by 
Royal Capital LLC and Maures Development Group including: 

• 65 mixed income 1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartment units
• Separate parking for apartment residents 
• Green space 

Timeline
The city has pursued mixed use libraries as replacement 
libraries when the cost of replacing existing infrastructure in 
old libraries becomes cost prohibitive, and in order to reduce 
cost for a replacement library by absorbing cost through the 
mixed use. 
 
The current Mill Road branch will remain open during con-
struction. A decision on the financing for housing tax credits 
is expected in May or June, and if they are awarded, con-
struction could begin this fall. ■

Encouraging Milwaukee 
Development Projects to  
Go Green 
Alderman Bohl and several Common Council colleagues 
want developers to be encouraged to make use of solar 
panels and other “green” features.

In that vein, Alderman Bohl sponsored a successful ordi-
nance to have the city’s Environmental Collaboration Office 
(ECO) provide a required solar cost and benefit analysis for 
all city development projects receiving $1 million in city sub-
sidy or more.

Alderman Bohl said the city would not seek to impose new 
requirements on developers; instead, the very analyses are 
showing solar panels and other green fixtures are more 
affordable than developers may believe and are cost effec-
tive for installing—when weighing cost over a reasonable 
timeframe.

“The city is doing nothing more than directing developers to 
look into a way of providing them cost savings and improv-
ing the environment by providing a report on the cost and 
savings of green energy features in their development,” he 
said.

“To me, it’s a no-brainer—especially when developers realize 
how much they will save while doing good for our environ-
mental future,” Alderman Bohl said. ■

N. 92nd Street Reconstruction  
on Deck 
Alderman Bohl is pleased that the much needed 
reconstruction of N. 92nd Street from W. Capitol Drive to W. 
Hampton Avenue will finally take place this year.

Orange barrels are already in place, and the one-mile stretch 
of roadway will soon see street reconstruction, as well as 
replacement of curb, gutter and sidewalk sections, Alderman 
Bohl said.

“I have fought for years to have this project moved up 
as quickly as possible, because of the worsening of the 
already-deteriorated roadway surface,” he said. “The work 
should begin in late spring or early summer, with completion 
in the fall.”

The stretch of 92nd Street is shared by the City of Wauwatosa 
(western half of the roadway) and the City of Milwaukee 
(eastern half). Past delays resulted from Wauwatosa shifting 
state funding away from 92nd Street reconstruction. ■
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2017 Neighborhood Cleanup Box Program 
The Department of Public Works has started taking reser-
vations for neighborhood cleanup boxes at (414) 286-3345. 
The 2017 program will place up to 13 boxes each Saturday 
from April 22 through July 29. Boxes will be placed between 
2:00 and 10:00 a.m., and picked up after 4:00 p.m. the same 
day to deter illegal dumping and also to maximize the use of 
the boxes by cleanup organizers.

The following criteria will be used to screen callers request-
ing cleanup boxes:

•  Requestors must organize a neighborhood cleanup prior 
to reserving a box

•  Boxes are only placed on accessible street corners—not 
on vacant lots or parking surfaces

•  Boxes are not placed for businesses, schools or churches
•  Boxes will not be relocated once placed—they will be 

removed if neighbors complain
•  Reservations are limited to 2 boxes per weekend (out of 

the maximum 13 boxes)
•  Organizers may only reserve boxes once every eight (8) 

weeks

The following items are not to be placed in cleanup boxes:

•  Construction and building materials
•  TVs, electronics and appliances
•  Tires
•  Tree limbs, leaves, grass—these items should be taken to 

the Drop Off Centers for proper recycling or composting
•  Recyclables (paper, cardboard, glass and plastic bottles, 

steel and aluminum cans)—these items should be taken 
to the Drop Off Centers for proper recycling

•  Hazardous waste (paint thinner, pesticides, used motor 
oil, etc.)—these items should be taken to one of the 
three Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District (MMSD) 
Household Hazardous Waste sites. Information regard-
ing locations and hours is located online at mmsd.com/
household-hazardous-waste

Neighborhood groups are encouraged to use these contain-
ers to clean up and beautify their communities. Residents 
who witness private contractors illegally dumping items into 
cleanup boxes should contact the Milwaukee Police Depart-
ment at their non-emergency number: (414) 933-4444. ■

Update: Westown Crossing Commercial District 
The Westown Crossing Commercial District is in place to 
help plan a safe and vibrant future for the business corridors 
on W. Burleigh Street and W. Lisbon Avenue, according to 
Alderman Bohl.

The Westown Crossing Commercial District is the result of 
Alderman Bohl, Alderman Michael Murphy and other city 
departments meeting with a steering group of local busi-
nesses and neighborhood association representatives—
Westown Crossing Association (WCA)—during 2015 and 
2016 to lay out the parameters of a new organization with the 
aim of addressing ongoing issues to revitalize the Burleigh 
and Lisbon commercial corridors and area.

The aldermen last year championed a citizen “needs” survey 
about area businesses that was conducted by the City of 
Milwaukee Department of City Development and later held 
a community meeting for discussion after more than 750 
respondents filled out the survey. To view a snapshot of the 
results of the survey and related input, please go to
milwaukee.gov/ImageLibrary/Groups/cityDCD/planning/
plans/West/WestownCrossing.

The Westown Crossing Association focus areas are N. 68th 
to N. 93rd Streets along W. Burleigh and W. Lisbon. Alder-
man Bohl said the Westown Crossing Association is mod-
eled after the East Tosa Alliance, a not-for-profit group that 
has partnered with adjacent neighborhood associations 

while working to encourage and advocate for economic sus-
tainability and growth in East Tosa. “The results in East Tosa 
(along the W. North Ave. commercial corridor) have been 
steady and impressive, with residents of all ages eating at 
new restaurants and doing business at a range of small, 
locally-owned businesses,” he said.

“The residents have shown a preference for shopping and 
buying locally in East Tosa, frequenting new and longtime 
shops and establishments they can easily walk or bike to,” 
Alderman Bohl said. “We are very much looking to create 
that similar vibe with Westown Crossing, but need citizen 
involvement and support.”

Alderman Bohl said short- and long-term recommenda-
tions on improving travel and pedestrian convenience along 
Burleigh Street will be subject to a community meeting on 
May 15 (please see page 1 for details). Traffic calming mea-
sures could likely be some of the first improvements that are 
made in the corridors, he said.

“Lisbon and Burleigh are vital, busy commercial corridors, 
and I believe commercial corridors are windows to our adja-
cent neighborhoods,” he said. “We believe this alliance will 
provide a means of fostering successful local businesses 
supported by local residents, and the end result will be a 
better sense of community and revitalized commercial corri-
dors along Burleigh and Lisbon.” ■
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New Requirements for Adult Family Home 
Community Relations
Local neighborhoods experience problems when adult family 
homes open and operate without notification of surrounding 
property owners or proper neighborhood oversight. These 
homes often come with the side effects of noise and unruly 
behavior from residents, increased traffic and more parked 
cars on residential streets. Under recent legislation spon-
sored by Alderman Bohl, the city is now lobbying the state 
Legislature to require community notification of neighbors 
when an adult family home (small group home of 2-4 per-
sons) is being proposed. Currently the state requires com-
munity notification only for their licensure of CBRFs (group 
homes of 5-7 persons). ■

New Police Drug Hotline
The Milwaukee Police Department District 7 has established 
a new tip hotline for residents to call in witnessed drug com-
plaints. The number is (414) 935-3504. Residents should 
have as many details as possible, including time, location, 
and any assisting details about the vehicles (make, model, 
color) and the persons involved. Callers can remain anony-
mous in the process. ■

Proceeds from Bucks Arena Parking Structure 
Naming Rights to Fund City Playgrounds
Having agreed to provide city funding for the new Bucks 
arena, plaza and parking structure downtown, the Common 
Council will be able to sell naming rights for the parking 
structure. The Council has decided to channel all future pro-
ceeds from the sale of naming rights or corporate sponsor-
ship signage in the structure to the MKE Plays playground 
rebuilding initiative. Originally adopted in March 2015 based 
on an ordinance co-sponsored by Alderman Bohl, the MKE 
Plays initiative coordinates and funds the rehabilitation of 
rundown and/or outdated City of Milwaukee playgrounds. ■

Flexible Scheduling Ordinance,  
Alternative Staffing
The Common Council recently approved an ordinance spon-
sored by Alderman Bohl that could offer some city employ-
ees flexible work hours—while also enhancing the city’s 
ability to attract and retain employees. At the discretion of 
department heads, employees of the city may work flexible 
schedules, telecommute, share jobs or arrange for unique 
scheduling. The extent to which alternative arrangements 
will impact efficiency, productivity and public services will be 
taken into account by department heads when approving or 
disallowing an alternative work arrangement. ■

Be on Alert for Rats
Any resident witnessing the problem should call DNS at 286-
2268 so that workers can inspect the situation and place 
baits if necessary (they can also answer questions about 
proper disposal of dead rats).

Rats especially prefer spaces underneath garages and 
sheds. Residents are asked to secure all compost bins, and 
remove fallen garbage from garbage carts and containers, 
fruit from trees, vegetables from gardens, dog litter, dog 
food, bird seed from under bird feeders and any other items 
that may fall on the ground or out in the open and can be 
used as food. Also—please do not feed raccoons or squir-
rels, as this will also attract rats. ■

RPP, Small Business Enterprise, Local Business 
Enterprise Programs Bolstered
The council recently passed an ordinance co-sponsored by 
Alderman Bohl that creates new incentives and makes par-
ticipation improvements to the city’s residents preference, 
small business enterprise and local business enterprise 
programs. The changes help make the programs more effi-
cient and effective, help them reach more residents and 
businesses, and especially allow them to better serve unem-
ployed and under-employed residents who live in the city’s 
most impoverished areas by ensuring city residents are 
trained and hired to work on development projects receiving 
city subsidies. ■

Maple Tree Summer Community Learning 
Center (CLC)
The Maple Tree Summer Community Learning Center (CLC) 
could hold the fun and enriching summer experience you 
have been trying to find for your child.

Because of school construction, the Maple Tree Summer 
CLC program will be held onsite at the James Madison High 
School, 8135 W. Florist Ave., from June 19th to July 28th. 
Yellow bus transportation will be provided on a daily basis 
from Maple Tree to Madison High School and back. Free 
meals will be provided. 

For more information or to apply, please call the Maple 
Tree CLC office at (414) 578-5100. ■

Important Neighborhood Meeting
Burleigh Traffic Calming & Pedestrian Safety Improvement 
Plan—May 15 at 6:00 p.m. (See meeting details on the cover 
page of this newsletter). ■
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Alderman Bohl and Mayor Barrett joined with neighbors last year during the 
National Night Out event in Kops Park (corner of W. Concordia Avenue and N. 
86th Street). National Night Out began in 1984 to promote safe neighborhoods, 
and now includes more than 35 million people across all 50 states. The local event 
was sponsored by the Kops Park and Cooper Park neighborhood groups, with the 
participation of officers from Milwaukee Police District Seven.

During a recent visit to the Engleburg School, 
Boys and Girls Club after school Community 
Learning Center, Alderman Bohl engaged 
with students and offered support with their 
writing project.

Alderman Bohl joined Mount Mary University President Eileen Schwalbach 
(pictured) and others from the university community during a special event 
recognizing the 75th anniversary of Mount Mary’s Occupational Therapy 
program. The program was founded in 1941 and served the rehabilitation 
needs of World War II veterans in Milwaukee, and continues to serve veterans 
and members of the Milwaukee community, the nation, and the world. 
Alderman Bohl noted that the program also “has been dedicated to educating 
skilled, hands-on practitioners who are family-centered and holistic, helping 
children in Milwaukee and throughout the state in early intervention and 
school-based settings to enhance their development and access education at 
the highest possible level.”


