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Dear Neighbors,
Events to enhance quality of life, build neighborhood pride and 
community involvement are featured in this newsletter, including 
a calendar of events with information available at this time in the 
Garden District. Most of these events are run by volunteers who live 
here. These events help keep this a great place to live and draw new 
residents and businesses to our district.

There is contact information for the committees that may interest you 
and give you a chance to use your talents. If you have an idea for a new 
one, please call me. There is also information on district developments 
and news from action at City Hall. Please take special notice of the 
upcoming meetings here on the cover. I hope to see you at one of the 
meetings, events or out planting in the Garden District!

Terry L. Witkowski
Alderman, 13th District

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

GARDEN DISTRICT EVENT CALENDAR

MEETING DATES

chair
• Ambulance Service Board
• Local Business Action Team
• Outstanding Debt Work Group

member
•  Finance and Personnel Committee
• Public Safety Committee

What’s happening this year in the Garden 
District? Lots! See the center of this 
newsletter for a pull out calendar of events. 
Thanks to all the volunteers who make these 
things happen—and to become one, call  
379-2450 and leave a message.

TUESDAY, MAY 23 |  6:30 pm

Hearing on the local Aerotropolis 
land use plan

Tippecanoe Library 
3912 S. Howell Ave.

TUESDAY, MAY 30 |  6:30 pm

What has been done since the 
floods of 2008 & 2010?

Tippecanoe Library 
3912 S. Howell Ave.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31 |  6:30 pm

911 Emergency Communications

Water Tower 
4001 S. 6th St.

THURSDAY, JUNE 1  |  6:30 pm

How to Compost

Water Tower 
4001 S. 6th St.
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Meeting on Aerotropolis Plan 
I will host a meeting for anyone interested in the new aerotropolis land use plan 
on Tuesday, May 23 at 6:30 p.m. at Tippecanoe Library.

After I brought together mayors from the surrounding suburbs years ago 
to leverage the airport for economic development purposes, the Gateway 
to Milwaukee formalized the effort by legally filing for non-profit status as 
Aerotropolis Milwaukee and serves as staff support. Nine municipalities passed 
resolutions to form this group.

Working quietly for several years with the help of the Southeastern Wisconsin 
Regional Planning Commission, they have completed a land use plan for the cities 
surrounding the airport. It will need to be adopted by each city. I will shepherd 
the revisions to Milwaukee’s citywide land use plan through the Plan Commission 
and the Common Council.

I am proud to see a concept that I brought forward to benefit the region come to 
fruition as a future plan for each city. Because of his depth of knowledge about 
development and real life experience, I have asked Milwaukee Department 
of City Development Commissioner Rocky Marcoux to serve as Milwaukee’s 
representative to the group. He can advise the surrounding communities’ mayors 
in this matter while keeping the best interests of Milwaukee in mind. A side 
benefit has been that relationships with south suburban leaders have greatly 
improved, as has the spirit of cooperation between our municipalities. ■

Meeting on 
Composting 
Taking materials to a landfill is a costly 
venture for you and the city. You can 
keep material out of a landfill and 
produce great dirt for planting if you 
compost. 

Does it produce a foul odor? No! Don’t 
know how or where to do it? Then this 
meeting is for you! “How to Compost” 
on Thursday, June 1 at the Water 
Tower, 4001 S. 6th St. at 6:30 p.m. ■

Packers Great LeRoy 
Butler to Speak at 
27th Street Event 
June 24th 
The creator of the Lambeau Leap, 
former Green Bay Packer Safety, 
LeRoy Butler, will be the keynote 
speaker. The Community Safety Event 
will be held on Saturday, June 24th 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Wilson 
Park Senior Center.

The South 27th Street Business 
Association is hosting this free 
community event to salute and 
support our police officers and provide 
helpful personal safety information 
to residents and businesses. There 
will also be exhibits including K-9, 
mounted units, traffic safety, fire 
trucks and more.

Each attendee who has RSVP’d, will 
attend two safety workshop sessions 
as a prerequisite to admittance to 
the main auditorium to hear from our 
NFL Hall of Fame All Decade Team 
winner. Each workshop will have 
raffles and the main event will have 
door prizes. Snacks will be available 
during the workshops and food for 
sale during the intermission between 
the workshops and main event. 
For more information, please email  
27eventRSVP@gmail.com. ■

Meeting Scheduled on the Floods of 2008 
and 2010 
I have scheduled a meeting for Tuesday, May 30, at 6:30 p.m. at the Tippecanoe 
Library with the city engineer and the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District 
to see what progress has been made in our area to address the flooding that 
occurred during extreme rainfalls in 2008 and 2010 and caused basement back-
ups. Residents will hopefully find that their area is, has or will be addressed in a 
future plan. 

The Common Council recently approved a first-of-its-kind agreement with 
Milwaukee County for beautification and flood control in Copernicus Park.  It 
started with a meeting I held with the County Executive, followed by a community 
meeting with great support from Supervisor Jason Haas. These discussions 
opened the door for improvements in Dineen Park as well.  

The council also approved a flood control project lining private sanitary laterals in 
the area around S. 23rd Street and W. Carpenter Avenue. Supervisor Haas and I 
appeared at the MMSD budget hearing in September 2015 asking that funds for 
purchase of land for a detention pond behind Central Wire and Steel be added 
to the budget. They were, and the property was purchased in 2016. 

In September 2016, we appeared there again and asked that funds to engineer 
that pond be added to the 2017 budget, and they were. I will be asking the 5th 
and Armour Neighborhood to join me this September to ask for the construction 
funds in the 2018 budget. ■
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Meet Scott Spiker 
I am very fortunate to have lured a resident who really cares about this area to 
be my legislative assistant. Scott Spiker has put his money where his mouth is 
and has served as the first chair of the Wilson Park Neighborhood Association, 
organizing the group and his neighborhood. He is a husband, a dad and has 
taught at Marquette University and UWM. He is a great listener, very thoughtful 
and is tenacious on follow up with residents’ calls for service. He has been out 
to neighborhood meetings with me, so if you come to these meetings, you are 
likely to meet him. ■

Stories in the 
Garden 
The newest event at S. 6th Street 
and W. Norwich Street, Stories in the 
Garden, is a cooperative effort of 
the Garden District, the Tippecanoe 
Library and the Milwaukee Police 
Department 6th District. Check the 
calendar for dates and times. ■

Clothes for the 
Homeless Day 
Street Angels will be collecting 
clothes for homeless adults on 
Saturday, June 17 from 1:00 to 4:30 
p.m. in the Farmers’ Market Parking 
lot at S. 6th Street and W. Norwich 
Street. They are looking for both 
male and female clothes including 
T-shirts, shirts, pants, jackets, hats, 
socks, shoes, belts and backpacks. 
For more information contact Kelly at  
kelly@streetangelsmke.org. ■

Clean Out Your Closets Day 
This is the day to bring down clothes, drapes, throw rugs, sheets, bedspreads, 
quilts, blankets, towels, socks, shoes, belts, coats, swimsuits, undergarments, 
boots, purses, hats, ties and suits for recycling. Please bring your items in a 
closed plastic bag. This event is on Saturday, July 29 from 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Farmers’ Market parking lot at S. 6th Street and W. Norwich Street. Keep Greater 
Milwaukee Beautiful says some of the donated items become secondhand 
clothing, some are turned into wiping cloths and some are reprocessed into 
fibers. The average consumer throws away 10 pounds of clothes annually. ■

Wilson Park July 4th 
Celebration 
The Wilson Park July 4th Celebration 
is run exclusively by volunteers, who 
organize a parade, flags, ice cream, 
events and fireworks each year with 
the help of some city funding. If you 
are someone who has enjoyed the 
benefits of this event or has pride in 
your country, please ask yourself if 
you and your family can lend a couple 
of hours to help this event happen 
this year. If so, please call Kathy at  
423-6247. ■

70% of Calls to 911 
Are False Alarms 
Find out more and what you can do at 
the 911 Emergency Communications 
meeting on Wednesday, May 31 at the 
Water Tower, 4001 S. 6th St. at 6:30 
p.m. ■
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The new “Green Buffalo” sculpture and “Turtle” sculpture and bench near the Farmers’ 
Market at S. 6th Street and W. Norwich Street.
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Southlawn 
Playground 
The Southgate Neighborhood 
Association and I have been working 
with the Milwaukee Public Schools 
Recreation Division on an update 
to the Southlawn Playground. You 
probably know it is an entire block 
covered in asphalt, and it was 
certainly too hot to use when I was a 
kid looking for a place to play! 

Then-school-board-member Claire 
Zautke and I asked the new director 
of the MPS Recreation Division for an 
update involving the neighborhood, 
and they took it from there. After 
several events to gather input from the 
neighborhood, they have developed 
a plan to remove the asphalt surface 
and replace the majority of it with 
grass. It will also add an open shelter, 
restrooms, splash pad, play areas 
designed for different ages and 
additional lighting. It may have an area 

that can be turned into a community 
garden if the neighborhood chooses 
to organize it. 

The plan was coordinated with safety 
input from the Milwaukee Police 

Department. This update would 
not have happened without the 
neighborhood being organized and 
asking for the action. The final design 
and engineering will be done this year, 
and construction will begin in 2018. ■

Local Restaurants Recognized 
Some top notch eateries in the Garden District are getting 
some much-deserved attention. 

Fritz’s Pub, 3086 S. 20th St., was recognized in the 
Milwaukee Magazine story “Six Great Fish Fries.” If you’re 
hoping to pay them a visit, however, time is limited, as 
Steve Djuric, whose family has run Fritz’s since it opened, 
will close his doors on its 40th anniversary—September 
28, 2018. (Steve Djuric also has been a regular volunteer in 
the Garden District, starting and running the Tippecanoers 
crime website for years to keep our neighborhoods safe. 
Thank you, Steve!)  

In addition, Iron Grate BBQ, 4177 S. Howell Ave., was cited 
in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel as one of Milwaukee’s 
“Top 10 Best New Restaurants.” Aaron Patin, who is a 
well-known chef in Milwaukee and saw this as an up-and-
coming area, started his one-of-a-kind cooking technique 
involving an outdoor smoker BBQ in the same building 
that houses Hawthorne Coffee. ■

13th District Neighborhood 
Association 
Twelve years ago, on the evening of January 18, 2005, 
thirteen residents met at Walkers Maple Grove to form 
the 13th District Neighborhood Association. A young man 
named Dan Wilant helped me and took a course at UWM 
on forming a non-profit organization, then volunteered to 
serve as the first (unpaid) executive director. The person 
taking leadership that night was Attorney Vince Bobot, 
who then did the legal filings to make us a non-profit and 
was elected its president. He was followed as president 
by Michael S. Murphy, then Chris Kuester and now Connie 
Wilson. 

Have you not heard of this group lately? Along the way 
it became the Garden District Neighborhood Association, 
and it oversees the many efforts that make this a better 
place to live. 

And now you know the rest of the story. Thank you to all 
that helped along the way. ■
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Garden District Featured  
on Around the Corner with 
John McGivern 
It is not often that a nine-year-old gets featured for a 
half hour on television, but that was just what happened 
when the nine-year-old Garden District was the subject of 
Milwaukee PBS’s “Around the Corner with John McGivern.” 
Nearly 300 people attended a preview party at the Best 
Western on Howell Ave. on March 7th. The show was aired 
on March 23rd . If you missed it, you can view it online at 
my website: milwaukee.gov/District13.

There you can also see short videos about our area 
including a 3½-minute overview of the things the Garden 
District has to offer, the Aerotropolis Milwaukee video, and 
a student-prepared video on the Green Corridor. ■

New Development on Historic 
Route US 41 
A new dialysis clinic is under construction at S. 26th Street 
and W. Howard Avenue. The strip mall on the northwest 
corner of S. 27th Street and W. Howard Avenue has been 
sold, and the new owner is investing in an updated façade 
and landscaping.  

At S. 31st Street and W. Loomis Road, Van Horn Latino 
auto dealership is making a half-million-dollar investment 
to upgrade two buildings, and will open this year. Also, a 
neighborhood meeting has been held on a proposal to 
add two upscale apartment buildings to the back of the 
Quality Inn off S. 26th Street and W. Whitaker Avenue.

The City of Milwaukee, the City of Greenfield and the local 
Business Improvement District (BID) have run planning 
sessions on what developments should occur on S. 27th 
Street, examining five locations and the street as a whole. 
The BID has started taking action on public input received 
concerning two projects to improve the appearance of 
the street and make it more pedestrian friendly. They are 
also meeting with businesses to inform them of help that 
is available to upgrade building exteriors, and they are 
discussing a “parklet” program for big parking lots. I’ll 
have more on that as it develops. 

A public hearing will be held to incorporate plans for the 
five sites into the city’s Southeast Plan. The five sites 
targeted for development include the Wildenberg Hotel, 
the strip mall north of it, and the Chancery area on the 
Milwaukee side, and on the Greenfield side they include 
the northwest corner of S. 27th Street and W. Layton 
Avenue as well as the northwest corner of S. 27th Street 
and W. Cold Spring Road. Wilson Creek is also targeted in 
the plans. ■

Development on  
Layton Avenue 
Plans for a Golden Corral have been approved by the City 
Plan Commission for S. 3rd Street and W. Layton Avenue. 
The plan includes flood control measures involving 
underground tanks, bio-swales, a detention pond and 
permeable brick and grass pavers that exemplify the 
Green Corridor, This should result in less water flowing 
into Wilson Creek during heavy storms than if the site were 
left as a grass field. The restaurant will have LED lighting 
and more than the required landscaping for the Garden 
District, and it meets the aerotropolis plan. ■

Developments on  
Howell Avenue 
The good news is that about a year after the city claimed 
Dino’s Italian Restaurant due to nonpayment of property 
taxes, it has been sold to Marsel’s Pizza. The new owner 
estimates it will take about a year’s worth of renovations 
before he can open for business. 

The bad news is that, after about a year-and-a-half of the 
city working on a deal to sell the Airport Pantry building 
at W. Bolivar Avenue, the deal fell through, and it is once 
again available for purchase. ■
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Panhandling 
The Keep the Change education program I started seems 
to be working, since the number of panhandlers is down 
across the city. Many panhandlers beg to support an 
addictive habit, and receiving money only emboldens 
them to continue what they’re doing. Your money is better 
spent as a donation to an agency that helps the homeless. 
Visit milwaukee.gov/KTC for more information and a list of 
deserving agencies. ■

New Signature Flower Bed at 
3rd and Howard 
A local highway interchange was in need of some sprucing 
up, so I convinced the Department of Public Works that 
the freeway onramp and off ramp at S. 3rd Street and W. 
Howard Avenue is a major entrance to the Garden District, 
a major route from the airport and a place where people 
get a first impression of the city. As a result, hundreds 
of bulbs were planted last fall, and the bed will be fully 
planted this spring. ■

$30 Million Saved Thanks to 
Safety Improvements 
During the 2017 budget hearings, it was reported that 
efforts I championed for years to increase city employee 
safety resulted in $30 million in savings on lost time, 
workers compensation and injury costs between 2007 
and 2016. These safety programs had been eliminated 
years earlier to save money, but, ultimately, that wound up 
costing us much more. ■

Do You Have an Interest in…? 
Quality of life events have made this a better place to live, 
and they are organized by people who provide volunteer 
service in their area of interest. Giving service is rewarding 
and gives you a chance to put your ideas forward for 
positive changes in our neighborhoods.  

The following volunteer opportunities may meet your 
special interest: 

Patriotism? 
Contact Kathy at 423-6247 to help with the Wilson Park 
Fourth of July Celebration

Art? 
Contact Ryan at milwaukeealt1@gmail.com for information 
on the Art Committee

Gardening and beautification? 
Contact Connie at 379-2450 for more information

History of the area? 
Call Marshall Lee at 481-2009 

Music? 
Go to milwaukee.gov/district13 for information about “Play 
Music on Your Porch Day”

The environment? 
Call my office for Green Corridor activities including 
recycling events

Love Christmas? 
Join the tree lighting committee! Call 379-2450 ■

The former LeDoux Leather building at 1900 W. Morgan Ave. has been completely redone by resident and designer Michelle Quinn.  
In recognition of this miraculous transformation, it has been awarded a 2017 Mayor’s Design Award by UWM’s School of Architecture.

BEFORE AFTER
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Fixing 911 
After getting complaints of people with real emergencies 
being left on hold for many minutes after calling 911, I held 
hearings on the matter, only to find 25 vacant 911 calltaker 
positions and promises that it was being addressed. The 
next year there were still 25 or more vacant positions. The 
city hiring rules can create lengthy delays, but that was not 
the only problem.

It took more hearings and meetings with several 
departments, including the Milwaukee Police Department, 
which is on the receiving end of the action. The Fire and 
Police Commission does the recruiting and testing, and 

another department recommends salaries. Dispatchers 
had received no raises for 10 years and were paid better if 
they left for other departments where there was less work 
and stress. 

The pay has been changed, the positions changed, career 
ladders established and supervision is being changed. It is 
2½ years later, but this spring all positions should be filled. 
In January, I was very pleased to address the new training 
class of people who we are now referring to as Emergency 
Communications Operators. ■

More Police 
During the Public Safety Committee hearings last summer, 
there were calls for more police. Adding officers would 
mean the need for more money—essentially, an increase 
in taxes. However, state law would not allow the city to 
raise taxes by the amount it would take to pay for those 
officers. 

There is an exception to that law, but it would require 
the city to have the tax increase approved by a public 
referendum. Such a referendum would also make clear 
whether there was a real need and desire for more police 
in the community. It has not been tried here before, so I 
introduced legislation just to determine the interest. It could 
have been killed in committee, by the Common Council, 
by a mayoral veto or by the public in the hypothetical 
referendum.

State law has stacked the deck against passage of such a 
referendum, since it limits how you can phrase the ballot 
question, allowing you to state that the question is about 

raising taxes but not allowing you to state why. In a big 
city, that would require a big education job in a short 
period of time. Other state laws narrowed the window we 
had to pass legislation to a period between August 15th 
and August 29th. It should be noted that the Council does 
not meet in August, so months before people had made 
plans to be out of town. 

The biggest shock was that if voters passed a referendum 
to raise their own taxes, the city would have been penalized 
$16 million in expenditure restraint funding for spending it. 

With all this working against the idea, there was a major 
reluctance to try something that was never done before, 
and the council never held a special meeting to take up 
the issue, thereby killing it. It was worth examining, and 
the city is now asking for some changes in those state 
laws. At a minimum, I would say it was an eye-opening 
experience for elected officials and the budget office, and 
we may see it tried in the future. ■

Stealing Millions and Ruining Neighborhoods! 
You may have seen in the newspaper lately how problem 
landlords are using LLCs to buy properties, renting them 
out, neglecting to make repairs or bring them up to code 
and then shirking their tax obligations in order to make 
a profit. By the time the city forecloses upon the home 
due to nonpayment of taxes and fines, these landlords 
are nowhere to be found, leaving you, the new owner 
as a Milwaukee taxpayer, to deal with a rundown or near 
worthless property.  

When none of the four departments which should address 
this problem gave any acknowledgment to the public or 
the council that they were doing something about it, I 
brought them to committee for a hearing. Each was asked 
for information in advance. 

Thanks to the City Treasurer’s response, we found out 
there were more than 200 LLCs that own more than 800 
properties, accounting for $7.5 million in back taxes. The 
Department of Neighborhood Services also stated that 
more than a million dollars was owed in fines, fees and 
charges.

The matter was assigned to the Joint Committee on the 
Redevelopment of Abandoned and Foreclosed Homes 
that Alderman Robert Bauman chairs, and a report is due 
in June. The City Attorney has been building cases against 
the worst offenders first, and you have started to see in 
the news how the city is finally starting to make progress 
on this problem. ■
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John Gurda speaks to a capacity crowd at Tippecanoe Library about the 
history of our area.

Police Community Service Officers  
Start Work 
In 2005, I started a task force to examine if the city should make use of Community 
Service Officers (CSO), civilian law enforcement personnel who do not have the 
power to make arrests but can assist with other police work. CSOs have been used 
in other states to respond to calls for police service where the actor is no longer on 
the scene and a report needs to be taken. This frees up highly-trained police for 
other duties. The recommendation at the time was let’s do it!

Since then, the use of CSOs has spread around the nation, including Chicago. Even 
neighboring departments have started using them. I am proud to say that I was 
present for the graduation of the first class of 14 CSOs in September, and they are 
now in districts, freeing up police officers for other duties. ■

Milwaukee 
Safety and Civic 
Commission 
Introduced 
Traffic Safety, litter, parents’ roles in 
education and reducing the demand 
for drugs are among the topics to be 
tackled by a new advisory citizen body 
I have asked the council to establish. 
The goal is to change people’s 
behavior through education and public 
information. 

This group is a remake of the former 
Milwaukee Safety Commission, which 
dealt with accidental death and injury. I 
have seen the power of citizen groups 
working together in the Garden District 
and know that there are citizens willing 
to act for the benefit of everyone. 

The Mayor will appoint three members 
of this advisory body, and each of the 
fifteen aldermen appoints one. If you 
want to play a role in this city’s future 
and are interested in being appointed, 
please contact me. ■


