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Protected Bike Lanes 
bikers may soon have some added lanes and 
protection out on the road! South Chase Avenue is 
currently scheduled to be reconstructed between West 
Lincoln Avenue and East Ohio Avenue in 2019.  The $7.6 
million project will be constructed primarily using state 
and federal funds with an estimated 8% City share.  Part 
of the project will include considerations for improved 
bike lane, including protected bike lanes.

To date, the City of Milwaukee does not have protected 
bike lanes; however, they have become increasingly 
popular in many cities throughout the United States, 
including Chicago, Minneapolis, Pittsburgh, Denver and 
New York City. Unlike traditional bicycle lanes, protected 
bike lanes feature physical dividers such as white posts 
to separate vehicles from bicycles within a wide buffer 
space.  Protected bike lanes reduce conflicts between 
bicycles and motor vehicles, reduce bicycle riding on 
the sidewalk, and have been demonstrated to reduce 
bicycle crashes while having no impact or in some cases 
improving motor vehicle traffic.  

As part of the Chase Avenue reconstruction project many 
other upgrades will be added including street lighting 
upgrades, traffic signal improvements, sidewalks, plus 
geometric changes will be made to best accommodate 
all roadway users.  ■

Speed Table 
reckless driving has become a top concern for many 
residents, and one of the ways Alderman Zielinski has 
proposed reducing reckless speeding is to install speed 
tables, which are not as steep as speed humps. 

The City of Milwaukee has numerous speed humps, with 
many in the district, however they can’t be put on major 
streets like Clement Avenue. Alderman Zielinski was able 
to get the first speed table in the history of the city on 
Clement Avenue. 

The speed tables are not as steep for emergency 
vehicles; however they can still cross the speed table 
without damaging the bottom of the vehicle. Still, it deters 

reckless drivers who are speeding by forcing them to 
slow down, which helps to keep pedestrians and other 
drivers safe.  ■
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Organics Collection Pilot 
Program 
a compost initiative called The Organics Collection Pilot 
program has completed its first year and has been a huge 
success. Alderman Zielinski is now looking to expand the 
program. The pilot began in the fall of last year serving 
residents in Bay View, the East Side, and Riverwest living 
in 1–4 unit buildings or condos who currently receive City 
collection.

This pilot program provides for the collection and 
composting of food waste and yard debris. The benefits 
of the program are that it reduces waste from the landfills. 
Three households composting food waste for a year is 
one ton of food saved from the landfill, an incredible 
reduction. Alderman Zielinski is eagerly looking into a 
program expansion.  ■

   Alderman Zielinski pictured with Melissa Tashjian, president of 
   Compost Crusaders.
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Dear Neighbors,
while we have many exciting new developments in 
our district, public safety remains my top priority. There 
are regular calls to my office for more police patrols. To 
that end, I have been fighting for more patrol officers to 
address your concerns.
 I will admit to being amazed, however, when the 
Common Council was presented with a budget that cut 33 
cops and 75 firefighters. I worked throughout the process 
to sponsor amendments intended to restore officers, but 
it was well short of what we need and I am continuing to 
work for alternatives.  One thing I’ve suggested is having 
police officers as the first responders to burglar alarms. 
Currently, security companies respond. By charging 
burglar alarm customers to the police, instead of security 
guards, we could hire more officers. Hopefully, there will 
be some progress on this initiative in the next few months.
 Another safety initiative I’m very proud of is the 
Community Oriented Policing (COP) House. Similar efforts 
have reduced crime by up to almost 70% in other areas, 
but have also done much to improve community-police 
relations.
 Our district has also joined with Operation Impact 
which provides incentives for residents and businesses 
that purchase surveillance cameras to improve security at 
their premises.
 The number of block watches has been increasing.  
These are great tools to help reduce crime and I would 
ask anyone who wants to get one started in their area to 
contact my office.
 Panhandling is another major issue. Unfortunately, 
other levels of government have done too little to provide 
adequate support for those facing, or struggling, with 
homelessness.  For this reason, I worked with area partners 
to create an initiative in which vans are made available to 
go out and meet with panhandlers and to provide them 
with information about housing, employment, chemical 
dependency, and other counseling help. Those in the 
program are also offered the chance work for the day and 
be paid, in the hopes of addressing the root cause of their 
panhandling. We hope this initiative is one of the ways we 
can help improve their lives. 

The first speed table in the city has been installed near 
the intersection of Clement and Dakota. Speed tables are 
traffic calming measures that help make our streets safer 
for pedestrians as well as improving the quality of life for 
people on those streets.  It’s currently a pilot program, 
and I will be watching the police data and look forward to 
hearing from constituents about the effect the table has 
on safety.  On a somewhat related note, while the City 
repaves Chase Avenue we will be installing a protected 
bike lane that will be one of the first of its kind in the city.
 Lead in our drinking water is a public health concern 
that I am working to address through legislation that 
I passed through the Council. I worked with health 
department officials to change the public guidelines for 
filtering drinking water. The old standards were far too 
confusing for residents, and I believe these new guidelines 
will reduce drinking water related lead poisoning. 
 On the topic of economic development, we will soon 
have a major mixed use development at Kinnickinnic 
and Becher that continues the trend of revitalizing our 
business strips. At the same time, most people want to 
preserve the green space in our residential areas. That is 
why I negotiated a plan whereby three acres of the five-
plus acres between Lincoln, Logan, Conway and Bay will 
remain green space with possible other areas set aside for 
things like a skateboard park. 
 Throughout this newsletter you’ll find more details 
about the projects and initiatives mentioned above.  
Thanks for reading it.
 As always, I look forward to responding to any questions 
or comments you may have. It is truly and honor and a 
pleasure to serve you!

Sincerely,

Tony Zielinski
14th District Alderman
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Community Oriented Police (COP) House Is a Unique Way to 
Fight Crime 
alderman tony zielinski worked with Mike Crivello, the 
president of the Milwaukee Police Association to launch 
the COP House, or Community Oriented Policing House 
which aims to reduce crime incidences and police call  
volumes in troubled neighborhoods.

The program takes a vacant city-owned home and  
renovates it with the help of community partners. Police 
officers would then move into the home and use it as 
a base to police the neighborhood, build trust with  
residents, and identify criminal activity while addressing  
socio-economic issues by connecting residents with area 
agencies for help.

Alderman Zielinski says, “This initiative allows us to 
do more than just police our neighborhoods; it brings 

resources to residents and helps them build relationships 
with area officers.”
 
The program goes beyond policing; the COP House 
will also be equipped with computers and staffed with  
educational partners who will offer a safe and accessible 
location for tutoring and educational advancement. 

The model for the COP House has reduced crime by up to 
70% in other cities that are using the program. The criteria 
for the location of the COP House include crime, calls for 
service, and nuisance calls. 

The Milwaukee Police Department came out in full  
support of the program, which will open its first location in a  
neighborhood in 2018.  ■

the council approved legislation Alderman Zielinski sponsored for panhandling 
outreach efforts. Under the program, which launched December 1, a van will be 
equipped with representatives that will help provide housing, jobs, AODA, trauma, 
and mental health assistance to help panhandlers help themselves.  
 
Alderman Zielinski says, “A key component of this effort is to identify people on the 
street, give them work for the day, and pay them for that day’s work. It’s a humane 
way to address the issue.” 

 
Signs on housing, food, or employment needs would also be put where panhandlers normally assemble. Albuquerque, 
New Mexico has implemented a strategy where similar signs are used, and they have proven to be effective. 

In order to maximize efforts other partners from the private sector, religious, and other community based organizations 
have been assembled to help. This is currently a six month pilot program, running until May 31, 2018. 

Anyone who would like to work with us on this initiative is welcome to contact Alderman Zielinski at (414) 286-2873. ■

Panhandling Outreach Effort Moves Forward 

L to R: Mike Crivello, Vice President Milwaukee Police Association; State Senator Van H. Wanggaard; Fred Royal, President NAACP;  
State Senator Lena Taylor; Ald. Zielinski; Clifton Crump, Fire and Police Commission; Mt. Pleasant Police Officer

Ald. Zielinski discussing the panhandling  
initiative with outreach worker.
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Changes to Health Department Recommendations on Lead 
Testing Create Greater Awareness 

alderman zielinski was the lead sponsor of legislation 
to address lead exposure. He has made it a top priority, 
by addressing the city’s lead laterals, and addressing 
community health testing and recommendations. 

Lead in the drinking water can cause long-term harm to 
developing children by causing irreversible damage to the 
nervous system and brain. It can also impact adults by 
increasing blood pressure and kidney damage. Alderman 
Zielinski helped pass changes to the Health Department’s 

guidelines to the public, including recommendations to 
filter water with an approved lead water filter instead of 
flushing.

The adjustments also encourage at-risk populations to 
cook with filtered water. Those at risk populations include 
pregnant women, women who may become pregnant, 
women who are breastfeeding, and children up to the age 
of six. A proper lead water filter is an NSF/ANSI Standard 
53 certified lead filter. 

A third recommendation is that infants and children up 
to the age of six should be tested for lead exposure with 
tests approved by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and Wisconsin Department of Health Services 
guidelines. When living in a high risk area, infants and 
children up to age six should be tested annually. 

Ald. Zielinski says, “I wanted guidelines that protect our 
residents’ health, are clear, and easy to remember.” 

In the meantime, the city is continuing to replace lead 
laterals throughout the city to further address the issue. 
Alderman Zielinski will continue to champion ways to 
address lead in the drinking water.  ■

Vibrant Thriving Business 
Strips While Preserving 
Neighborhood Integrity 
Alderman Zielinski has successfully retained 
greenspace in District 14. He’s been pushing for a 
thriving business district while preserving parks, open 
space, and recreational space in the neighborhoods. In an 
upcoming single family housing development on the 2300 
block of South Logan Avenue, the city wanted housing on 
the entire lot, however Alderman Zielinski advocated for 
greenspace. 

Ald. Zielinski says, “A business district needs to thrive, but 
my district’s neighborhoods are just as important. Fighting 
hard to secure greenspace truly helps my residents’ quality 
of life.”

The project will now include 14 single family homes and 
three acres of greenspace for the neighborhood. He 
initially requested five acres, but in the heart of compromise 
accepted three acres. Alderman Zielinski says this fight for 
greenspace is a central part of his philosophy.  ■

Photo courtesy of  Susan Bence/Milwaukee Public Radio
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Board Approves Operation 
Impact’s Expansion Into 14th 
Aldermanic District 
now in its tenth year of providing funds for crime-
deterring surveillance cameras, alley lighting, and police 
patrols on the near south side, Operation Impact has 
expanded its services into the 14th Aldermanic District, 
including parts of Bay View.

Alderman Zielinski said the expansion will be Operation 
Impact’s first foray outside of Police District 2 on the near 
south side, and its first footprint in Police District 6 further 
to the south. The Operation Impact board approved the 
expansion during a meeting in March.

“Operation Impact has demonstrated that by leveraging 
private resources to the public’s benefit, you can foster 
a profound improvement in public safety,” Alderman 
Zielinski said. “I am very excited and grateful that we are 
able to offer the added security of surveillance cameras 
to parts of my district.” 

Operation Impact will work together with city leaders and 
the community to determine where resources can best 
be utilized.  ■

Hamburger Mary’s Apartment Building Proposal  
at S. KK and Becher 
a mixed retail and residential building has been 
proposed by New Land Enterprises to be built at the 
former Hamburger Mary’s property.  Alderman Zielinski 
held a community meeting in order to obtain the 
community’s input on the project.

Testimony from those who support the project and 
oppose it was heard at the meeting. Those in opposition 
cited their concern that the project would overcrowd 
the neighborhood. Those in favor pointed out the need 
for a higher population density in order to support the 
businesses in the neighborhood.

The designers of the building are working to maintain the 
history of Bay View and its retro aesthetics, incorporating 
a design which is reminiscent of the steel rolling mills 
which used to be housed at the location.

Developers will still be having public hearings before 
various city committees, offering the public more chances 
to provide input for the project.  ■

 

Milwaukee, Racine, Kenosha, Washington, Ozaukee Get Connected. Get Answers.

Simply dial 211 to get help with life.

Cell:  (414) 773-0211
Payphone:  (866) 211-3380

IMPACT We help connect people to:
• Food
• Shelter
• Healthcare

• Job Training
• Legal Help
• Education

• Addiction  
Treatment

• Mental Health  
Help

. . .  and more!

Worker for surveillance installer company, Alderman Zielinski, and 
constituent at one of the first homes with Operation Impact Cameras.


