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DISTRICT 9

Dear Neighbors,
It is with great spirit and optimism that I share with you my fall 2015 9th District 
newsletter.

Last month, I joined Mayor Barrett and others during a special groundbreaking 
for Mortara Instrument’s new manufacturing facility at 8585 W. Bradley Road (see 
page 3). Mortara, the Milwaukee-based designer, developer, and manufacturer of 
diagnostic cardiology and patient monitoring technologies and the second largest 
manufacturer of EEG systems in the world, has plans to create 150 additional jobs 
over the next five years – even after adding 145 family-supporting jobs since May 
2013. This is indeed great news for the district and for Milwaukee as a whole.

The construction of a new library branch to replace the outdated facility on 76th 
and Mill Road is anticipated to start in 2016 (see page 3). The new mixed use 
building will be located at 7717 W. Good Hope Road on the former site of the 
Northwest Senior Center. The plans call for a 15,000-17,000 square foot library 
and 50 apartments. This will be a great development that will become a hub of 
learning, civic engagement and economic activity. 

On page 5, you will find out what happens when neighbors come together to 
celebrate the Milwaukee Police Department’s 4th District National Night Out event. 
At the bottom of that page, don’t miss the details on the city’s “official” Halloween 
trick-or-treat event.

To help you prepare for fall and winter, I have also included (on page 4) some 
helpful information related to winter parking, snow shoveling, and the city’s snow 
emergency text alert system.

Lastly, PLEASE join me, Mayor Barrett, and other city representatives at my 
October 19 annual town hall meeting (see details at right) at Direct Supply. I look 
forward to seeing you there.

Please contact me if you have concerns or questions about city services or about 
matters affecting your neighborhood. It is my pleasure to serve as your alderman, 
and I look forward to helping improve the quality of life in the 9th District and 
throughout the City of Milwaukee.

Sincerely,

Robert W. Puente
Alderman, 9th District

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

ANNUAL  
TOWN HALL MEETING

vice-chair
 •  Public Safety Committee

chair
 •  Ambulance Service Board

member
 •  Licenses Committee

view meetings online:
 www.milwaukee.gov/citychannel

follow us on twitter:
  @MKE_CC, @cityofmilwaukee, and  

@MKE_TV for City of Milwaukee 
Common Council and City Clerk news, 
info and updates.

Mayor Tom Barrett will be attending, as will 
representatives from the Police Depart-
ment, Department of Neighborhood Ser-
vices, Department of Public Works, and the 
Department of City Development.

MONDAY

6:30pm

DIRECT SUPPLY
6663 N. INDUSTRIAL RD.

CHAMPIONS HALL, BUILDING 9

OCTOBER 19



NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Olympus Group 
If you’ve seen various sports or company mascots like 
Ronald McDonald or the Racing Sausages, chances are 
they were made by the costume fitters at the Olympus 
Group, 9000 W. Heather Avenue. They are the largest 
mascot manufacturer in the United States. In addition to 
their mascot division, Olympus has two other distinct ser-
vices lines – large-format and custom printing projects, and 
U.S. flag products.

Headquartered in Milwaukee since 1893, they have manu-
facturing facilities in Milwaukee, and Orlando, FL, and sales 
offices in Michigan, Florida, Minnesota and South Carolina. 
Their business has doubled in the last 5 years. As a result, 
they are expanding their Milwaukee location by 13,000 
square feet and adding 50 new jobs. Ground breaking is 
expected to be in September with completion in January, 
2016. ■

Milwaukee Sport Fencing 
Academy 

After closing its location in Walker’s Point, the Milwaukee 
Sport Fencing Academy, is relocating to 6814 W. Brown Deer 
Road. Not only will this location have better parking and be 
a more modern facility, it will also have more visibility. 

The academy teaches children and adults about lunges, 
parries, and other aspects of one of the world’s oldest 
sports. This facility will be accessible for people with disabil-
ities, including fencing for athletes in wheelchairs. When the 
old location closed, there were 55 members. They hope to 
increae to about 200 members within the next year. ■

Super Reader 
In July Alderman Puente helped honor several children who 
have successfully completed the Milwaukee Public Library’s 
Super Reader program. London Boyd, who is a regular 
patron of the Mill Road Library, 6431 N. 76th St. (pictured 
here with Alderman Puente), completed the requirements of 
all three levels of the Super Reader program, demonstrating 

a passion and desire for reading and learning. The Milwau-
kee Public Library offers its “Super Reader” summer read-
ing program to encourage children and their families to read 
over the summer, helping children resist “summer slide” and 
do better when they go back to school in the fall. ■

Kangaroo Brands, Inc 
Kangaroo Brands Inc., 7620 N. 81st Street, has completed its 
$1 million expansion project that added two more production 
lines for their Sandwich Bros. of Wisconsin frozen sandwich 
line. Space that had been used for storage was converted 
into a refrigerated production space. These additional pro-
duction lines increased Kangaroo’s capacity by 25 percent. 
They expect to add 50 new jobs with this expansion. ■

United Way of Greater Milwaukee & Milwaukee County

Get Connected. Get Answers.

Simply call 211 to 
get help with life.

cell: (414) 773-0211
free: (866) 211-3380



NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

You’re Getting a New Library 
The Milwaukee Public Library will work with the Maures De-
velopment Group/CommonBond Communities to plan and 
construct a new library branch to replace the outdated facil-
ity on 76th and Mill Road within a mixed use building. 

The new building will be located at 7717 W. Good Hope 
Road on the former site of the Northwest Senior Center.  
The plans call for a 15,000-17,000 square foot library and 
50 apartments. 

The new library will feature 21st century design and in-
creased technology with an open and flexible space plan, a 
larger community room, lap tops and technology upgrades, 
and more parking. 

Construction is expected to begin in late 2016 with the 
branch opening in 2017. 

Want more information? Stay up to date with e-news or 
visit www.mpl.org ■

Mortara 
On August 20, Alderman Puente, along with Mayor Barrett, 
attended a groundbreaking for Mortara Instrument’s new 
manufacturing facility at 8585 W. Bradley Road. Mortara is a 
Milwaukee-based designer, developer, and manufacturer of 
diagnostic cardiology and patient monitoring technologies 
and the second largest manufacturer of EEG systems in the 
world. 

Mortara, founded 33 years ago, is committed to delivering 
the highest quality products to healthcare providers and 
their patients. They have expanded several times, doubling 
their workforce in the last five years including the addition 
of 145 family-supporting jobs since May, 2013. They plan to 
create an additional 150+ jobs over the next 5 years. 

In 2008, Mortara’s headquarters at 7865 N. 86th Street won 
a Mayor’s Urban Design Award for the additions to their 
building which is nestled comfortably in a scenic wooded 
area. ■
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Above from L to R:
Lt. Gov Kleefisch; Justin 
Mortara, PhD, CEO, 
Mortara Instrument; 
David Mortara, PhD, 
Founder and President, 
Mortara Instrument; 
Mayor Barrett, Alderman 
Puente; John Duran, Vice 
President of Operations, 
Mortara Instrument



DEVELOPMENT AUTUMN15
Winter Parking Regulations 
The city’s strictly enforced winter parking regulations are 
in effect from December 1 to March 1.

The most important thing motorists can do to avoid prob-
lems is to carefully read the parking signs on their block. 
It is the responsibility of anyone parking a vehicle to read 
and understand posted city parking regulations. If you 
need parking information, please call the city’s parking 
enforcement desk at 286-8350, or go to the pertinent 
city web page for details at: 

www.milwaukee.gov/parkingregulations

The single biggest problem during major snowstorms 
is parked and abandoned cars. The plows try to get as 
close to the curb as they can but those “snowbirds” get in 
the way and prevent them from completing the job. Alder-
man Puente asks that you move your vehicles so plows 
can clear the streets curb to curb. ■

City Increases Snow and Ice Removal Fines 
Alderman Puente wants to remind 
residents and property owners that 
the fines for failing to remove snow 
and ice from sidewalks in Milwaukee 
have increased, effective in January 
2015, in order to provide uniformity 
with other city regulations and ensure 
that sidewalks remain passable in 
winter.
 City of Milwaukee private prop-
erty, residential or commercial prop-
erty owners, and occupants are 
required to clear the sidewalks abut-
ting their property of snow or ice 
within 24 hours of a snow fall. This 
includes the corner crosswalk area for 
property owners with corner lots, and 
those whose properties abut a mid-
block crosswalk.
 If a property owner is found to be 
in violation of this ordinance, a special 

charge of $50 (up from $25) will be 
assessed. Property owners who fail to 
clear all sidewalk snow and ice within 
24 hours of receiving a notice of the 
violation will be assessed additional 
special charges of $75 (up from $45) 
for the second violation and $100 (up 
from $90) for third and subsequent 
violations in a given winter season. 
These special charges are in addition 
to the cost of snow and ice removal 
billed to the property owned if the 
city is forced to do the work.
 The changes create a relatively 
uniform fine structure for sidewalk 
clearing violations in the winter and 
lawn mowing violations throughout 
the rest of the year. Property owners 
are required to keep grass and weeds 
trimmed to seven inches or less, or 
they will face an assessed fine of $50 

on a first offense and $100 if the vio-
lation is not addressed.
 The Department of Public Works 
staff is responsible for monitoring 
properties for snow and ice removal 
compliance and provides clean-up 
services when necessary. Residents 
can also alert DPW to problem prop-
erties by calling (414) 286-2489.
 Finally, if residents have physical 
difficulties with keeping their side-
walks shoveled and cannot find alter-
native options, they can contact the 
Department of Public Works to sign 
up for city crews to clear the city-
owned sidewalk. A cost is assessed 
for each instance when this service 
is utilized. Please call 286-2489 if you 
are in need of these services. ■

Sign Up for Snow Emergency 
Alerts 
The City of Milwaukee offers a text message system, 
Snow Mobile - Winter Text Alert, to residents and busi-
nesses looking to be informed when the city declares a 
snow emergency or when the 4-inch rule is in effect. 

The message will state the date and time the emergency 
is in effect and would provide the same when it is lifted. 
The primary purpose of declaring a snow emergency is to 
make sure the streets are cleared to keep the city open 
for business.

On your computer web browser, insert the link below to 
sign up.

http://itmdapps.ci.mil.wi.us/login/login/SMS_
notificationsignin.jsp ■

Shovel Your Sidewalk, It’s the Law 
Remember that residential and commercial property 
owners and occupants are required to clear sidewalks 
abutting their property of snow or ice within 24 hours 
after a storm. If violations are reported, a 24-hour notice 
is issued. If the sidewalks still are not cleared, a sanitation 
crew will clear a path and put the charge on the property 
tax bill.  Note: the city does not plow alleys. 

If you have older or disabled neighbors who need help 
with shoveling – please help them out when you can. And 
make our city safer by shoveling out the fire hydrants near 
your home. “Adopting” a fire hydrant will ensure maximum 
visibility for firefighters in the event of an emergency. 

To report an unshoveled sidewalk, call 286-2489 ■
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National Night Out Brings Neighbors Together 
A good time was had by all at the Milwaukee Police De-
partment’s 4th District National Night Out on August 5, on 
the grounds at St. Peter Immanuel, 7801 W. Acacia St. The 
event included fun, games, food and activities for residents 
of all ages. The Milwaukee Fire Department was also in at-
tendance.

With the help of many donors and volunteers from the lo-
cal faith based groups, Job Corps, the Silver Spring Neigh-

borhood Center, and Direct Supply, this year’s event was a 
great success. Many students from Job Corps also helped 
promote the event by going door-to-door with flyers to en-
courage people to attend. 

National Night Out began in 1984 to promote safe neigh-
borhoods, and now includes more than 35 million people 
across all 50 states. ■

Trick or Treat Schedule 
Once again, the City of Milwaukee will sponsor a city-wide Trick-or-Treat event and residents and ghouls 
alike should know that this year’s schedule is: Sunday, October 25, 2015 from 1:00pm to 4:00pm

National Night Out Sponsors
Alderman Puente would also like to thank Community 
Liaison Officers, Carrie Resnick and Tracey Geniesee,  
and these sponsors for their help with the 4th District 
National Night Out:

Berrada Properties
Target
Paratech
Granville Bid
Blessed Savior
Showtime Sports

Spartans Gyros
Andy’s gas stations
Kraftwork/Rock Bottom Brewery
Olive Garden
Hampton Inn
Athens Restaurant
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Alderman, 9th District
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Alderman Puente, vice-chair of the Public Safety Committee, took part in two 
special public hearings on July 30 in the Common Council Chamber at City Hall 
to take testimony from Fire and Police Commission executive director nominee 
MaryNell Regan. Ms. Regan, a longtime assistant city attorney, was confirmed by 
the Council on September 1.


