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Hello Neighbors, 

The 14th District is moving forward at breakneck speed! Just last 
year, we completed two multi-million dollar developments: Alterra 
and Dwell, which are major successes. This year, the historic Avalon 
Theatre, another multi-million dollar development, should be open 
by Christmas. The Kinnickinnic Ave. Business Improvement District, 
which we started four years ago, recently approved a streetscape plan 
that will dramatically improve the face of KK. We also are developing 
the first city-initiated dog park on Bay St. and Lincoln Ave., which 
should be completed by Spring of 2014.

We are breaking ground on the new Public Art Bus Shelter at 
Kinnickinnic Ave. and Lincoln St. in July of this year, and the project 
should be completed by mid-fall. This project will be 32 feet high and 
provide ambient mood lighting with 100 percent renewable energy 
that demonstrates our commitment to the environment. In fact, I have  
not been able to identify any public art bus shelter this monumental 
anywhere else in the country!

In the western portion of the 14th District, we recently set up a 
Targeted Investment Neighborhood that provides funding for  
home repair and improvements. We also are setting up a 13th St.  
and Oklahoma Ave. Area Business Improvement District to help 
promote business development. 

On a job creation front, my "Buy American" ordinance is laying the 
groundwork for more jobs in our area. Moreover, other communities 
like Dane County have used our ordinance as a model for their own. 
We also passed a "Local First" ordinance that provides information  
on how buying local creates jobs and keeps money in our community. 

In closing, other areas are looking at our district as a template for how 
to spur revitalization. While this is impressive, there are many more 
initiatives we are working on to enhance our quality of life even more.

Sincerely,

Tony Zielinski
Alderman, 14th District

CHAIR • Licenses Committee

MEMBER • Anti-Graffiti Policy Committee • Community and Economic 

Development Committee • Steering and Rules Committee

13th Street BID Would Target  
Area for Investment
Four years after the launch of the successful Kinnickinnic Ave. 
Business Improvement District, city leaders are targeting another 
segment of the South Side for economic development.

Organizers have held two meetings so far to unveil details of the 
proposed 13th St. Area BID, and Alderman Zielinski said that the 
idea has met with the unanimous support of participants in those 
meetings. He anticipates the BID could be up and running by the 
beginning of 2014.

A BID is a defined area within which businesses pay an additional 
fee that helps fund improvement projects within the district's 
boundaries. These improvements can include grant funds, 
beautification projects, promotional efforts and other programs 
aimed at increasing business and economic development.

Support for the 13th St. BID was unanimous among local 
business owners who attended the initial organizing meetings.



Renovated Avalon Theatre Will Integrate Old With New
Avalon Theatre owner Lee Barczak endured 
an economic recession, funding hurdles and 
the looming failure of other entrepreneurs’ 
previous business ventures in the historic venue, 
confident his designs would come to fruition.

Milwaukee Alderman Tony Zielinski persevered 
in the face of mounting concerns about the fate  
of the vacant theater and pressure to convert the  
venue to some other use, insistent that the Avalon 
could be restored to its former grandeur.

Both men looked past the Avalon’s faded red 
carpet, crumbling plaster, dusty chandeliers, 
dilapidated stacks of equipment and mountains 
of torn seat cushions—not at what the former 
1920s Vaudeville house had become, but at 
what it could become again. And this Fall,  
both men will see their visions realized, 
as Barczak opens the Avalon Theatre as a 
renovated movie house, bar and restaurant.

“Kinnickinnic Avenue is the hottest business 
strip in the city of Milwaukee, and this is 
going to be its biggest crown jewel,” Alderman 
Zielinski said. “The naysayers said this would 
never happen, but I said believed in the Avalon, 
and now it is finally happening.”

Barczak has begun more than $2 million in 
renovations that will convert the run-down 
old icon into a bustling entertainment center 
in the heart of Bay View. When the work is 
done, he said the Avalon will sport two modern 

auditoriums with 240 and 80 seats, respectively, 
and in-theater dinner and bar service. 

The historic, vaudevillian façade of the original 
Avalon Theatre, at 2469-2483 Kinnickinnic Ave.,  
will be left intact.

Once a staple of life on the near south side, the 
Avalon showed the first “talkies,” or non-silent 
films, in the state of Wisconsin. The theater 
closed in 2000, and in 2005, Barczak bought it 
with the intention of renovating. But with the 
onset of the recession, he turned his attention 
to other similar projects in his Neighborhood 
Theater Group Inc., which opened Times  
Cinema in Milwaukee and the Rosebud Cinema 
Drafthouse in Wauwatosa.

The success of those projects, Alderman Zielinski 
said, bodes well for the future of the Avalon 
Theatre. He is relieved to have found an owner 
interested in running the property as a movie 
house, when others had proposed different uses 
over the years.

“As much as I wanted to see something done  
to restore this piece of prime real estate, I could 
not bring myself to support those proposals,” 
Alderman Zielinski said. “Had we taken the 
Avalon in that direction, we would have lost  
it as a theater forever.”

Future patrons of the Avalon will be able to  
enjoy first-run movies, Barczak said, in the 
comfort of their own neighborhood. He hopes  
to have renovations complete in time for a 
grand opening around Christmas, in order  

to be able to have his doors open for the holiday  
season movie rush.

In March, Barczak jumpstarted that process, 
auctioning off vintage production equipment, 
projectors, lighting, popcorn machines and 
seating to make way for the renovations. 
Collectors and film buffs from all over the  
state attended an open house to get an in-
person look at the goods, then bid in an online 
auction for a chance to own the equipment  
and memorabilia. 

Auctioneer Ted Fleisner said the hand-blown 
exit lighting and rows of wooden seats with 
the Avalon’s iconic logo carved into the sides 
were of particular interest to bidders, who had 
the unique opportunity to claim a little piece 
of history as their own. The proceeds from the 
auction are being put toward the work that still 
needs to be done on the theater.

In the months that follow, crews will focus 
on restoring historic features like the main 
auditorium’s ceiling, which is painted and lit 
to look like a twinkling night sky, and the 
theater’s extravagant red carpet lobby. But 
Barczak is also investing heavily in 21st-century 
technologies, including digital projection systems,  
sound systems, new screens and new seating.

“Rest assured, the Avalon will be more than 
just a place to go to see a movie,” Alderman 
Zielinski said. “It will be an experience—one 
that Bay View residents will be proud to call 
their own.”

Alderman Zielinski joined Avalon owner Lee Barczak in a press conference that announced 
the auction of dozens of cinema antiques to make way for the theater’s renovation.



Part amenity, part work of art, construction is set to begin this summer 
on a new transit shelter in Bay View that will offer residents much more 
than a place to wait for a bus.

The ArtStop transit shelter at S. Kinnickinnic, S. Howell and E. Lincoln 
Avenues is the product of a unique partnership between the City of 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee County and Business Improvement District 
#44. With its unique artistic design, the ArtStop shelter will strengthen 
the already distinctive and bustling business district, and it will also be 
a significant aesthetic improvement over a somewhat dilapidated bus 
shelter that has been at the location for years.

Groundbreaking for the ArtStop shelter is scheduled to begin at the  
end of July, and work should be completed sometime this fall. The project  
is made possible by the late David John Dombrowski, who lived on  
the South Side and was a Department of Public Works employee from 
1966 to 2002. Mr. Dombrowski bequeathed his entire estate to DPW, 
and the Common Council formally accepted the bequest last summer.

Alderman Zielinski worked closely with DPW to help identify a use 
of the estate that would add lasting value to the 14th District and the 
city in the form of a public amenity. The ArtStop will serve as a lasting 
contribution from Mr. Dombrowski that will be enjoyed by generations 
of residents and visitors alike, and a plaque noting the gift and 
recognizing Mr. Dombrowski will also be installed at the shelter.

“This functional work of public art is a fitting memorial to a man who 
gave so much to the City of Milwaukee,” Alderman Zielinski said. “Its 
addition to the Bay View neighborhood will complement the existing 
redevelopment of the area wonderfully.” 

At a height of 32 feet, the ArtStop shelter will provide mood lighting 
for the area, powered entirely by renewable energy. The shelter will be 
maintained by the local Business Improvement District, but the BID 
will not be using any taxpayer dollars for the upkeep and maintenance.

Work Set to Begin  
on ArtStop Transit Shelter

The unique architectural features of the Avalon Theatre will contribute to the one-of-a-kind movie-going experience,  when renovations are completed.

Above: old seat 
cushions littered  
a backstage  
area that will  
be converted 
into a second 
theater. 
Left: the grand 
entryway 
harkens  
back to a 
cinematic  
era gone by.
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Sign up for an E-Notify account to receive 14th District  
news releases, meeting notices and other updates:
www.milwaukee.gov/enotify

View meetings on the web: www.milwaukee.gov/Channel25

Bay View Dog Park Clears Legislative Hurdles
The long-ignored, city-owned lot at the intersection of  
E. Lincoln Ave. and S. Bay St. could soon be transformed  
into an off-leash dog park.

The Milwaukee Common Council has signed off upon an 
intergovernmental agreement with the Milwaukee County 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture that lays the 
groundwork for the “Bay View Dog Exercise Area.” While 
the land belongs to the city, the county would develop and 
operate the dog park, the agreement states, “in recognition  
of the County’s expertise in the creation and operation of  
off-leash dog exercise areas.”

“For years, I’ve heard from residents with dogs that need exercise,” Alderman Zielinski said.  
“But no one wants to have to drive all the way out to the fringes of the city to get to a dog park. 
The development of the Bay View Dog Exercise Area will bring a unique recreational opportunity 
to the area where the demand for it is greatest.”

Though the exact specifications of the park have yet to be finalized, the agreement establishes 
key ground rules. All dogs must be accompanied by an owner or keeper, dogs must be under 
voice control or leashed at all times, the owner or keeper of the dog must have proof of the dog’s 
current rabies vaccination and dog waste must be removed and properly disposed of in designated 
containers provided and paid for by the county.

All types and breeds of dog will be permitted to use the park. In return for the city’s contribution 
to the project, the county will be responsible for maintenance and upkeep of the dog park, 
including plowing, salting, mowing, cleanup and weed control.

Alderman Zielinski said that in a best-case scenario, the park could be fenced and open for 
visitors by early spring 2014.

“I am very proud of this joint venture between the city, the county, County Board Chairwoman 
Marina Dimitrijevic and me,” Alderman Zielinski said. “Working together, we are continually 
adding new amenities to improve our quality of life and making this the best part of the city  
to live.”

Buy Milwaukee/Buy 
American Legislation 
Inspiring Other Officials
The “Buy Local” initiative at the heart  
of legislation by Milwaukee Alderman  
Tony Zielinski is catching on in another  
municipality.

Dane County Supervisors have approved  
an ordinance that gives preference to locally-
produced goods in municipal purchasing 
decisions. The ordinance, similar to Alderman 
Zielinski’s measure and authored by Supervisor 
Kyle Richmond, was passed in May.

“It’s good to see that other elected officials  
recognize the importance of reinvesting  
taxpayer dollars in the local economy,”  
Alderman Zielinski said. “Whether it’s here  
in Milwaukee or across the state in Dane 
County, every dollar that we don’t send to 
overseas manufacturers is a dollar that goes 
toward creating American jobs.”

In November, the Milwaukee Common 
Council approved a measure that requires  
the city to buy Milwaukee-made goods for 
purchases valued at more than $30,000,  
provided that the selection of local goods does 
not increase the cost by more than 12 percent. 
If Milwaukee-made goods are not available, 
the city is empowered to buy Milwaukee 
County-made goods meeting the same  
criteria. The next preference is given to  
American-made goods.

The measures passed with the overwhelming 
12-2 support of the council, as well as  
the blessing of the Mayor’s office, which  
collaborated with Alderman Zielinski to  
maximize the positive impact the measure  
will have on local businesses. As a major  
purchaser of goods, the decision by the City 
of Milwaukee to invest city funds in the local 
economy should pump a significant amount 
of funding into creating much-needed jobs  
in Milwaukee and throughout America.

Local business operators who benefit from  
the proposal will report the number of jobs 
created to the city, to aid in decision making 
after the ordinance’s year-and-a-half sunset.

“I applaud my counterparts in Dane  
County government for their efforts to  
keep from sending tax dollars overseas,  
and hope other municipalities take note,”  
Alderman Zielinski said.
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An independent group of business owners and 
leaders like Alderman Zielinski is working to 
educate the public about the benefits of buying 
local, along with the backing of the Milwaukee 
Common Council.

Local First Milwaukee is a business alliance of 
independent, locally-owned businesses and non-
profit organizations within the five-county Milwaukee metropolitan 
area (Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Waukesha, Racine and Kenosha Counties). 
Alderman Zielinski was the primary sponsor of a piece of legislation 
that pledged the City of Milwaukee’s support to the measure.

“It’s important to educate the public on the economic importance of 
buying local and how to go about doing that,” Alderman Zielinski said. 
“Our collective purchases do make a difference.”

Studies have shown that independent, locally-owned businesses bring 
substantial benefits to their local economies, relative to their chain 
competitors. While chain stores and restaurants extract local income 

from the community and send a large portion of it elsewhere, locally-
owned independent businesses create a virtuous cycle of local spending, 
have no corporate or national headquarters outside of Wisconsin and  
are able to make independent purchasing, marketing and brand 
decisions.

 The owners of businesses in Local First Milwaukee are required to 
live and work within the metropolitan Milwaukee area, and also must 
participate in community activities and assist local charities. They make 
a difference, not only through their presence, but also through their 
actions, helping to preserve Milwaukee’s unique character and keep it  
a great place to live and work. 

Alderman Zielinski believes it is in the best interest of the City of 
Milwaukee to be part of this effort to bring together independent 
business leaders, government officials, social innovators and community 
leaders to build strong local economies.

For more information please visit: www.localfirstmilwaukee.com

KK Ave. Streetscape Program  
Moves Forward
The Kinnickinnic Ave. Business Improvement District has given 
approval to streetscape improvements that will be installed to make  
the area more attractive to pedestrians and visitors, and draw business 
into the area.

The improvements will be clustered around commercial hubs at  
Becher St., Lincoln Ave., Russell Ave., Ellen St., Oklahoma Ave. 
and Morgan Ave., and include 20 decorative planters, 15 painted 
metal benches and 30 hanging planters. The areas around those six 
intersections will also be equipped with decorative colonial brick 
crosswalks, and two gateway signs will denote the north and south 
entryways into the Kinnickinnic Ave. BID.

The funding for the streetscape improvements comes directly from the 
businesses that constitute the Kinnickinnic Ave. BID, and is intended  
to make the area a more appealing place to do business.

The Kinnickinnic Ave. BID also recently launched a new website  
promoting the area at www.bayviewwi.com.

City Continues Support of Local First Milwaukee

The intersection of Kinnickinnic Ave. and Oklahoma Ave. is just one 
of many where decorative colonial brick sidewalks will be installed 
to improve pedestrian appeal and safety.

“KK Ave.” signage and 
plantings will be installed 
at Morgan Ave. (at left),  
the south gateway to 
Bay View, to significantly 
improve upon the sense 
of place drivers have 
as they enter the district 
currently (far left).  
An identical sign and 
similar planting will be 
installed at the north 
gateway to Bay View,  
at Becher St.

BEFORE AFTER



Tony Zielinski
City Hall, Room 205
200 East Wells Street
Milwaukee, WI 53202
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Visit me on the web at:
www.milwaukee.gov/district14

E-mail me at:
tzieli@milwaukee.gov

Reach me by phone at:
(414) 286-3769
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A Cultural Approach  
to Embracing Diversity
Part of Milwaukee’s unique cultural development over the last two decades  
can be attributed to Urban Anthropology, Inc., a local resident association. 
The association has been a starting block in providing both cultural 
activities and public services to Milwaukee citizens. 

Now, at Alderman Zielinski’s urging, Urban Anthropology is expanding  
its neighborhood services to include the entire Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program Historic South Side area. They are also collaborating with the 
Bay View Neighborhood Association in providing these services. The 
boundaries will now include services in the western section of Bay View, 
from Becher St. to Russell Ave. and Austin Ave. to Bay St. 

For more information and about how you can become  
involved, please visit www.urban-anthropology.org or contact  
Rick Petrie at RickPetrie@gmail.com or Jill Florence Lackey  
at JFLanthropologist@sbcglobal.net.

Harrison Targeted Investment 
Neighborhood Taking Off
Some residents can now qualify for no-interest or forgivable loans to help 
them make repairs and upgrades to homes within Milwaukee’s most recent 
TIN, or Targeted Investment Neighborhood.

Under the program, the City of Milwaukee focuses funds and resources 
in a small area (6-12 blocks) for approximately three years. The goal of 
the program is to support and encourage homeownership and responsible 
landlords and to improve the safety and appearance of the neighborhood. 
Homeowners who use the program can make common household repairs 
and updates.

City officials kicked off the Harrison Targeted Investment Neighborhood 
effort with a public meeting in March. The new TIN extends from  
W. Arthur Ave. to W. Cleveland Ave. and S. 6th St. to S. 10th St. 

The Home Rehab program offers owner-occupants a combination of no  
interest and/or forgivable loans for home improvements. Deferred Payment 
Loans are available to low income home owners, and the repayments are  
made when the property is sold, refinanced or no longer serves as a  
primary residence. Priorities of the program include exterior appearance,  
code violation repairs and lead paint abatement. Additional improvements 
can include, but are not limited to, weatherization and energy conservation,  
window replacement and siding, electrical, heating and plumbing updates. 
After the work is completed, homeowners are expected to keep their 
property code-compliant.

Anyone who is interested in learning more or applying for funds  
should contact Alderman Zielinski’s office by calling 286-2873  
or emailing tzieli@milwaukee.gov.
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The new TIN extends from W. Arthur Ave. to W. Cleveland Ave. 
and S. 6th St. to S. 10th St.

Alderman 
Zielinski greets 
Tony Pinkolic at 
the first Harrison 
Targeted 
Investment 
Neighborhood 
meeting on 
March 30, 2013.


