
Bus Stop and Shelter Space Requirements 
 
Bus Stops: 
A stable concrete or asphalt passenger boarding area that is free from all obstructions 
measuring a minimum of 5’ (parallel to curb) by 8’ (measured from vehicle roadway to 
back of boarding area).  If the bus stop sign will be located on a separate standard, this 
area should be 6’ parallel to the curb to allow for drilling for the standard 1 foot in from 
the edge of the pad, while still having 5 ‘ clear for boarding.  Adjacent sidewalk can be 
used to meet these requirements. 
 
If not adjacent to a sidewalk, pad must be connected to crosswalk or sidewalk by an 
“accessible path”.  Recommended minimum width is 5’, but can narrow to 4’ to clear an 
obstruction. 
 
The slope of the passenger boarding area can be no greater than 2%. 
 
There should not be sewer grates/inlets in the roadway at the passenger boarding area. 
 
Stops located on “pork chop” traffic islands must have an accessible path to gain entry to 
the crosswalk. 
 
Bus dimensions: Mid-line of front door to mid-line of back door is 21.5’- both areas must 
be free of obstructions. 
 
 
 
Shelters: 
Shelters should not be placed on the passenger boarding area required above. 
 
Shelters should be set back from the road a minimum of 2’.  It varies based on speed limit 
and type of roadway- usually determined by whoever issues the shelter construction 
permit or whoever is responsible for a construction project. 
 
If adjacent to a building or other structure, a shelter must have a minimum of 1’ clearance 
around the perimeter for maintenance purposes. 
 
A clear area of at least 5’ must be provided in front of the shelter for ADA 
maneuverability. Adjacent sidewalk can be used to meet these requirements. 
 
The shelter pad must be adjacent to the sidewalk or connected to the sidewalk via an 
accessible path.  Recommended width is 5’, but can narrow to 4’ to clear an obstruction. 
 
A minimum of 3’ clearance is needed between the shelter and a fire hydrant. 
 
The shelter must have a minimum clear floor area of 30” by 48”, entirely within the 
perimeter of the shelter. 



 
Concrete pad for the shelter base must be a minimum of 6” deep.  Pad should be at least 
one foot wider than the shelter dimensions so that the legs of the shelter are at least 6” 
from the edge of pad to help prevent cracking. 
 




















