April, 2010

Mayor Tom Barrett
200 E. Wells Street
City Hall, Room 201
Milwaukee, W1 53202

Dear Mayor Barrett:

We, the undersigned, are owners or managers of businesses located throughout the City of Milwaukee.
These businesses account for millions of dollars of the City’s tax base. They also collectively employ
thousands of individuals, including many residents of Milwaukee neighborhoods in which well-paying jobs
are both valuable and scarce. In other words, we represent a significant portion of the local economy and
provide much-needed tax revenues and employment opportunities for the City of Milwaukee and its
residents,

The purpose of this petition is to express our dissatisfaction with the level of public safety in many
Milwaukee neighborhoods and in the city overall, and to request that you take immediate action to address
this problem. We are all familiar with the headlines announcing recent reductions in the number of reported
crimes in Milwaukee. However, these statistics have apparently not translated into a higher level of public
safety in many parts of the city. Our employees, customers, suppliers and others who visit our businesses
continue to fall victim to violent criminals at an alarming rate. There is a widespread perception -- often
backed up by a grim reality -- that our stores, offices, warehouses, parking lots, loading docks and other
grounds are simply unsafe. Quite simply, the reality on the streets does not mesh with the crime reductions
reported by the media; both business security and personal safety continue to be gravely threatened in large
portions of the City of Milwaukee.

If Milwaukee’s public safety crisis is not abated, our businesses, employees and customers will continue to
suffer. In fact, the very economic future of Milwaukee will be in jeopardy. Existing businesses will
downsize or close, choosing to relocate or expand in the suburbs or elsewhere. At the same time, potential
new businesses will continue to avoid Milwaukee in favor of safer locations in other communities. The
City’s tax base will erode and the downward spiral of higher taxes, crumbling infrastructure and lower
quality-of-life will accelerate.

For all of these reasons, we sincerely request that you meet with us as soon as possible and provide each of
us with a plan to restore public safety to our neighborhoods. This plan should set forth specific actions that
will be taken by your administration and the Milwaukee Police Department to improve the crime situation
within the next year.

Nothing in this letter is intended to undermine, criticize or detract from the valuable work and numerous
accomplishments of the Milwaukee Police Department. MPD is doing the best that it can with the resources
available to it. However, we simply cannot overstate the importance of public safety improvements to our
businesses and to this community. Without question, public safety remains priority #1 for Milwaukee
residents and businesses. Unless public safety is improved, no amount of investment in education, public
works, mass transit, affordable housing or economic development will produce lasting positive effects on the
City of Milwaukee. All efforts and expenditures for community improvement will ultimately be in vain.
Please don’t let that be the case — produce a plan that tackles Milwaukee’s crime problem immediately and
head-on!

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to meeting with you soon.
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