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MEMO

If all supplements have been properly inserted, this book contains all actions of the
Common Council through September 20, 2016.
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SUBCHAPTER 2
LICENSING

275-20. Licensing Of Licensed Dwelling
Facilities. 1. DEFINITION. In this section, “offer”
means to communicate a willingness, desire or
intent.

11 COMPLIANCE. No person may
operate or let to another for occupancy any
licensed dwelling facility, except in compliance with
the requirements of this section.

1.2 POLICY. The common council
declares its purposes in adopting these provisions
are to:

a. Protect the public health, safety and
welfare of the people of the city.

b. Protect the character and stability of
residential areas.

C. Correct and prevent housing
conditions that adversely affect or are likely to
adversely affect the life, safety, general welfare
and health of persons occupying licensed dwelling
facilities.

15. ADOPTION OF STATE CODE.

Except as otherwise provided in this
subchapter, the city of Milwaukee adopts ch. DHS
195, Wis. Adm. Code, as amended, as part of this
code.

2. LICENSE REQUIRED. No person,
firm or corporation, either as owner, operator,
lessee, manager, officer or agent, may keep,
maintain, conduct or operate for gain or profit, or
may offer to keep, maintain, conduct or operate for
gain or profit, any licensed dwelling facility in the
city without first obtaining a license therefor in the
manner hereinafter provided.

3. APPLICATION. License application
forms shall be obtained from the city clerk and
require the information specified in s. 85-12. In
addition, if the applicant is a nonresident of
Milwaukee county, the application shall contain the
name and street address of a local representative
inside the Milwaukee county limits who shall be a
natural person upon whom service can be made
under this chapter of a summons or other
processes issued by any court.

4. PLAN OF OPERATION. An
application for a licensed dwelling facility license
shall be accompanied by a completed plan of
operation on a form provided therefor by the city
clerk. The plan of operation shall include:
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a. The planned hours of operation for the
premises.

b. The number of customers expected on
a daily basis at the premises.

C. The legal occupancy limit of the
premises.

d. The number of off-street parking
spaces available at the premises.

e. Plans the applicant has to provide
security for the premises.

f. Plans the applicant has to ensure the

orderly appearance and operation of the premises
with respect to litter and noise.

g. Any other licenses held by the
applicant or attached to the premises.

h. A description of any provisions made
for clean-up of the premises.

j- Such other reasonable and pertinent
information the common council or the licensing
committee may from time to time require.

5. CHANGES TO BE REPORTED. See
ss. 85-35 to 85-39 for provisions relating to
changes to applications and plans of operation.

6. LICENSE FEE. See s. 200-33 for the
required license fee.
7. AGE QUALIFICATION. No license

shall be issued to any person or any agent of a
corporation or limited liability corporation who is
not 18 years of age or older.

8. DISQUALIFICATION. Whenever any
application is denied, or a license is revoked,
surrendered or not renewed, the procedures for
disqualification for license and change of
circumstances provided in ss. 85-13 and 85-15
shall apply.

9. INVESTIGATION. Each application
for a new license shall be referred to the chief of
police, the commissioner of neighborhood services
and the commissioner of health in accordance with
s. 85-21.
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10. OBJECTION. An objection to issuance
of a license shall be based on the factors set forth
in s. 85-2.7-4. If the local common council
member, chief of police or commissioner
recommends against an application, no license
shall be issued unless the applicant requests, in
writing, an appeal before the licensing committee.
An appeal shall be requested no more than 10
working days after the date on which the applicant
was notified of the recommendation of the
common council member, chief or commissioner.
An appeal shall be forwarded by the city clerk to
the licensing committee for its recommendation as
to whether a license should be granted. The
procedure for considering an appeal shall be as
provided in s. 85-2.7.

11. ISSUANCE.

a. General. See s. 85-12.5 for provisions
relating to the issuance of a license.

b Occupancy. Each license shall list

the maximum number of persons that may reside
in the total building or portion thereof for which the
license is issued.

C. Expiration. A license shall expire on
the date specified, unless sooner suspended or
revoked as provided in this section.

12. POSTING. Each license shall be
posted in a conspicuous place on the premises.

13. TRANSFER. No license for a licensed
dwelling facility may be transferred. See s. 85-19
for additional provisions relating to the transfer of a
license and change of licensee names.

14. RENEWAL. Application for renewal of
a license shall be made to the city clerk in
accordance with the provisions of s. 85-26. The
city clerk shall refer the application to the chief of
police. If the applicant still meets the licensing
qualifications, the license shall be issued unless a
written objection has been filed under s. 85-3. If
there is objection to renewal of the license, the
procedure for considering the renewal application
shall be as specified in ss. 85-3 to 85-5.

15. REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION OF
LICENSE. Any license issued under this section
may be suspended or revoked for cause by the
common council after notice to the licensee and a
hearing. Notice and hearing on the revocation
shall be conducted in accordance with s. 85-3.
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16. DUE PROCESS AND COMMON
COUNCIL REVIEW. If there is a possibility that
the licensing committee will not recommend
renewal of the license, or if revocation proceedings
are initiated, the procedures for notice and
committee hearing and for the committee report,
recommendations and common  council
consideration in ss. 85-3 to 85-5 shall apply.

17. CAUSES FOR NONRENEWAL,
SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION. In addition to
the provisions of s. 85-4-4, the recommendation of
the committee may also be based upon evidence
including sub. 20 and any of the following:

a. A conviction of the licensee, the
licensee’s agent, manager, operator or any other
employe for keeping a gambling house or house of
prostitution or for any violation of law, the
circumstances of which are substantially related to
the circumstances of the operation of the licensed
dwelling facility.

b. The licensed dwelling facility is
operated in such a manner that it generates
complaints from neighbors or residents relating to,
but not limited to, loud and raucous noise,
undesirable activities of residents or guests of
residents, and has a substantial adverse effect
upon the health, safety, convenience or property
interests of the surrounding neighborhood.

C. The conviction of the licensee, local
representative of the licensee or the officers or
directors of a corporation, or any employe for any
felony, misdemeanor or civil forfeiture the
circumstances of which substantially relate to the
operation of the licensed dwelling facility.

d. The police department receives calls
for service at the licensed dwelling facility for such
reasons and in such numbers as to indicate the
dwelling facility constitutes a threat to the health,
safety, convenience or property interests of the
surrounding neighborhood.

e. The licensed dwelling facility is in
violation of this code or has had separate orders to
correct violations issued on substantially the same
code violations within an 18-month period.

f. The licensed dwelling facility is
operated in such a manner that it constitutes a
public or private nuisance or that conduct on or by
the residents and guests of the licensed premises
has had a substantial adverse effect upon the
health, safety, convenience or property interests of
the immediate neighborhood.
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