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 CHAPTER 81 
 LICENSE AND PERMIT FEES 
 
 Table 
 
81-01 Definition 
81-1 General Provisions 
81-1.5 Administrative Review Appeals 

 Board 
81-2 Alarm Licenses 
81-2.5 Alarm Service 
81-4 Amusement Machine or  

 Jukebox Distributor License 
81-6 Service Charges for Appraisal 

 and Inspection 
81-9.5 Bed and Breakfast Establishment 

 Permit 
81-10 Bicycle License 
81-10.5 Bicycle Locker Fees 
81-11 Bicycle Parking Facility Permit 
81-11.5 Bicycle Redemption Fee 
81-12 Bill Posting License 
81-12.5 Boating Permits 
81-14 Building Mover License 
81-15 Building Mover Permits 
81-15.5 Bulky Waste Collection Charge 
81-16 Campground and Camping  
   Resort Fees 
81-17.5 Catch Basin/Storm Inlet  
   Equity Fee 
81-17.7 Center for the Visual and 

 Performing Arts 
81-19 Certified Survey Map Filing Fee 
81-19.2 Change of Circumstances 
81-19.5 Checks; Bad Check Charges 
81-21 Cigarette and Tobacco License 
81-21.5 “Class A” Cider License 
81-22 Class "A" Fermented Malt 

 Beverage Retailer's License 
 (Package Store) 

81-23 Class "A" Retailer's Intoxicating 
 Liquor License 

81-24 Class "B" Fermented Malt 
 Beverage Retailer's License 

81-25 Class "B" Manager's License 
81-26 Class "B" Retailer's Intoxicating 

 Liquor License 
81-27 Class "B" Retailer's Service Bar 

 License 
81-28 Special Class "B" License 
81-30.5 Class “C” Wine Retailer’s License 
81-31 Class "D" Operator's License 
81-31.3 Class "D" Provisional Operator's 

 License 
81-31.5 Class "D" Special Temporary 
   Operator's License 

 
 
81-35.5 Code and Charter 
81-35.7 Commercial Driver License 

 Testing Fees 
81-35.9 Construction Waste Charge 
81-38 Concrete Contractor 
81-38.5 Copies of Records and Record 

 Searches 
81-40.5 Demolition Permit Application 

 Processing Exemption 
81-41 Direct Seller's License 
81-42 Dock Alteration or Repair Permit 
81-43 Dock Construction Permit 
81-43.5 Dock Engineering Survey Fee 
81-44 Drainage Ditch Obstruction 

 Permit 
81-44.5 Driver Training Course 
81-44.7 Driver's License, Public Passenger 

 Vehicle 
81-45 Driveway Permit 
81-48 Election Commission Service 

 Fees: Registered Voters Report 
81-48.5 Emerging Business 

 Enterprise Certification and 
 Recertification 

81-49.5 Engineer Service Fees 
81-49.8 Escort License 
81-49.9 Escort Service License 
81-50 Excavation Permit and 

 Inspection Fees for Work in the 
 Public Right of Way 

81-50.5 Excessive Size, Weight and Load 
 Vehicle Permit 

81-51 Extended Hours Establishments 
81-51.5 Extra Garbage Cart Charge 
81-51.6   Filling Station License 
81-51.7 Fingerprinting by Police 
   Department 
81-52 Fire Department Instruction and 

 Training 
81-52.5 Fire Service 
81-52.7 Flower Pot Holders 
81-55 Food Dealer's License 
81-55.3 Food Operation – Public Health 
   Plan Review and Site Evaluation 
81-55.5 Food Operation – Exempt  
   Establishments Requiring 
   Registration 
81-56 Food Dealer’s License, Temporary 
   and Seasonal 
81-56.3 Food Peddler Permits 
81-57 Franchise 
81-59 Harbor Island Fee 
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81-59.5 Historic Preservation 
   Nomination Fee 
81-60 Home Improvement Contractor's 
   or Salesperson’s License  
81-60.7 Ice Cream Peddler License 
81-61 Industrial Development Revenue 
    Bond Fees 
81-67 Laundry, Self-service Registration  
   Certificate 
81-70 Loading Zone Permit 
81-73 Lobbying License 
81-74 Massage Establishment License 
81-75 Mooring Permits 
81-76 Municipal Identification Card 
81-78 Newspaper Vending Box Permit 
81-81 Parking Lot or Place License 
81-82 Parking Meter or Parking Space 

 Marker Permanent Removal 
81-83  Parking Meter or Parking  

 Space Marker Temporary 
 Removal or Hooding 

81-85 Parking Permit: On-Street All  
 Night; Off-Street Municipal  
 Parking Lot 

81-86 Parking Permit: On-Street Daytime 
 Residential 

81-87 Parking Permit: On-Street 
 Commuter Parking, Impacted 
 Areas 

81-88 Pawnbroker's License 
81-90 Permanent Extension of 

 Alcohol Beverage Licensed 
 Premises 

81-96 Plat Filing Fee 
81-97 Plat or Map Correction Instrument 
81-99.5 Precious Metal and Gem Dealer's 

 License 
81-100   Provisional Renewal License 
81-101.2 Public Entertainment  
   Premises License 
81-101.5 Public Passenger Vehicle Permit 
81-102 Public Ways: Permits for 

 Temporary Occupancy or Use 
 as Public Ways 

81-102.1 Public Ways: Special Permits 
81-102.2 Publication Rental Boxes 
81-102.3 Purchasing Appeals 
81-102.4 Purchasing - Restoration to 

 Bidders Lists 
81-102.6 Recycling, Salvaging or Towing 
   Premises License 

81-102.8 Recycling, Salvaging or Towing 
   Vehicle License 
81-103.2 Salary Advances 
81-103.5 Statement of Income Duplicates 
81-104 Secondhand Dealer's License 
81-104.5 Secondhand Dealer Mall License 
81-104.6 Secondhand Motor Vehicle  

 Dealer’s License 
81-104.7 Sewer Connection 
81-105 Shooting Gallery License 
81-106.7 Sidewalk Area Dining Permit 
81-107 Signs or Decorations Attached 

 to City-owned Poles 
81-108 Sign; Directional For Churches 
81-108.2   Signs; Historic District  
   Identification 
81-108.5 Signs; Honorary Street Name 
81-109 Signs; "No Parking to Driveway" 
81-110 Signs; Official Street Renaming 
81-114 Snow Plowing Motorized 

 Equipment License 
81-114.6 Special Events - City Services 
81-115 Special Privileges; Granting of 

 Encroachments 
81-116 Street and Alley Vacation Fees 
81-116.5 Street Naming, Honorary 
81-117 Street Renaming 
81-119  Swimming and Other Water Use  
   Facility Operating Licenses 
81-121 Tattooing and Body-Piercing  
   Establishments 
81-122 Tax Bill Duplicate 
81-123 Tax Payment History and Tax 
   Payment Receipt Duplicate 
81-126.5 Temporary Extension of 

 Alcohol Beverage Licensed 
 Premises for Special Events 

81-128 Traffic Signal Timing Schedule 
81-129 Traffic Signs, Documentation 

 of Installation 
81-129.5 Transient Merchant License 
81-129.7 Tree Maintenance and  
   Conservation Permit   
81-131.3 Vehicle for Sale on Public 

 Property. 
81-132 Wage and Tax Statement 

 Duplicates 
81-133 Waste Collector's License, 

 Private 
81-134 Water Service 
81-135 Weighing and Measuring 
   Device Licenses 
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 2. The surcharge for a food peddler 
license to allow night operation by a food 
peddler shall be $45. 
 3. Each food peddler license shall be 
valid for one year from the date of issuance. 
 4.  a. A license renewal shall be filed 
by the date established by the city clerk.  Failure 
to file a renewal application within 60 days of 
expiration shall result in the application being 
considered a new application. 
 b. There shall be an additional fee for 
the filing of a late renewal application in the 
amount of $75.   
 5. The fee for a duplicate license or 
identifying device shall be $11. 
 6. A portion of the fee shall be used 
to pay the state of Wisconsin administrative fee, 
the amount of which is on file with the Wisconsin 
department of health and family services or 
department of agriculture, trade and consumer 
protection. 
(See s. 68-41.) 
 
81-57. Franchise.  The fee for the 
introduction of each ordinance or resolution 
granting a franchise shall be $525. 
 
81-59. Harbor Island Fee.  1.  The permit 
fee for use of Harbor Island shall be $300, plus 
$60 per day, per acre used for an event. 

2. There shall be a participation fee of 
$0.29 per participant for groups with over 500 
persons. 
(See s. 118-70.) 
 
81-59.5.   Historic Preservation Nomination 
Fee.  The fee for nomination for historic 
designation of a structure, site or district is $25. 
(See s. 320-21-9-a-4.) 
 
81-60. Home Improvement Contractor's 
or Salesperson's License.  1.  Each license 
shall be valid for 2 years from the date of 
issuance. 
 2.  a. The fee for each new home 
improvement contractor’s license shall be $250.  

b. The fee for each renewal home 
improvement contractor’s license shall be $225. 

c. The fee for each new salesperson’s 
license shall be $75. 

d. The fee for the renewal of each 
salesperson’s license shall be $50. 
(See s. 95-14.) 
 

81-60.7. Ice Cream Peddler License. 
 1. The fee for each ice cream 
peddler license shall be $75. 
 2. Each license shall be issued for 
one year from the date of issuance. 
 3. The fee for a duplicate license 
shall be $11. 
 4. A license renewal shall be filed by 
the deadline established by the city clerk.   
 5. There shall be an additional fee of 
$25 for the filing of a late renewal application.   
 6. A late renewal application filed 10 
days or less before license expiration shall be 
assessed an additional fee in the amount of $50. 
(See s. 74-2.) 
 
81-61. Industrial Development Revenue 
Bond Fees. 1. APPLICATION FEE.  The fee for 
any application filed with the department of city 
development to finance a project through tax-
exempt industrial development revenue bonds 
shall be $1,000.  This fee shall be non-
refundable. 

2. ISSUANCE FEE. A fee of 0.5% of 
the initial principal amount of the bond issue 
shall be paid to the city upon issuance of the 
bonds. 
 
81-67.  Laundry, Self-Service Registration 
Certificate.  1.  Each self-service laundry 
registration certificate shall be issued for a 
specific location for a one-year period beginning 
from the date of issuance. 
 2. The fee for each new certificate 
shall be $125. 
 3. The fee for each renewal certificate 
shall be $100. 
(See s. 75-1.) 
 
81-70. Loading Zone Permit.  
 1. Each permit shall be valid for 2 years 
from the date of issuance. 
 a. Any renewal application filed after 
the permit expiration date shall be subject to the 
late filing fee specified in s. 81-1-5. 

b. The common council may grant a 
late renewal of a loading zone permit to a 
disabled person as defined in s. 101-23.7-1-b, at 
no charge, if evidence is submitted that the 
medical condition that qualifies the person as 
disabled under that section still exists. 

2. a.  The fee for each original loading 
zone permit, except a permit issued to a 
disabled person as defined in s. 101-23.7-1-b, 
shall be computed at the rate of $275 for every 
30 feet of curb space or fraction thereof.   
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 b. The fee for each original loading zone 
permit issued to a disabled person shall be $50, 
with all such permits being for 30-foot loading 
zones. 
(See s. 90-33.) 

3. The fee for each renewal loading 
zone permit shall be computed at the rate of 
$150 for every 30 feet of curb space or fraction 
thereof. 
 4. No fee for the renewal of a loading 
zone permit shall be charged to any nonprofit 
organization or any disabled person, as these 
terms are defined in s. 101-23.7. 

5. A loading zone permit issued to a 
disabled person may be transferred to another 
member of the person’s household at no charge.  
Such transfer may occur only if the permittee or 
the person to whom the permit is being 
transferred submits to the common council 
evidence that the person to whom the permit is 
being transferred is a disabled person as 
defined in s. 101-23.7-1-b.  

6. The common council may approve 
the transfer of a loading zone permit issued to a 
disabled person to another location in the city at 
no charge if the permittee moves to a different 
residence during the period for which the permit 
was issued and the permittee submits a new 
loading zone permit application to the city clerk. 
(See s. 101-23.7.) 
 
81-73. Lobbying License.  1. Each license 
for a lobbyist or principal to engage in lobbying 
shall be issued for the calendar year and shall 
expire on December 31 of each year, 
irrespective of the date of issuance. 
 2. The fee for each license shall be 
$125 per lobbyist per principal, payable at the 
time of registration. 
(See subch. 3 of ch. 305.) 
 
81-74.  Massage Establishment License. 1.  
Each massage establishment license shall be 
valid for one year from the date of issuance. 
 2. The fee for each new license shall be 
$350.  
 3. The fee for each renewal license 
shall be $325.  
(See s. 75-21.) 
 
81-75. Mooring Permits.  1. The fee for a 
mooring permit shall be $35. 

2. Each permit shall be applicable for 
one boat and one mooring and shall be issued 

for a one-year period which begins July 1 and 
ends the following June 30. 

3. Each permit may be renewed 
annually upon payment of a $20 fee. 

4. A permit may be transferred for use 
by a boat other than one originally listed on the 
application, by completion of a transfer form 
provided by the harbor commission and 
payment of a $25 fee.  
(See s. 118-80-9.) 
 
81-76.  Municipal Identification Card.   The 
fee for each municipal identification card shall be 
$10. 
 
81-78. Newspaper Vending Box Permit.  

1. Each permit shall be valid for one 
year from the date of issuance. 

2. The fee for each original permit shall 
be $50 for each newspaper vending box listed 
on the permit application. 

4. The fee for retrieving a newspaper 
vending box from the designated holding place 
shall be $35 per box. 

5. There shall be no fee for a change of 
location required under s. 115-33.5-9-b. 

6. The fee for the renewal of a permit 
shall be $35 for each newspaper vending box 
listed on the permit application. 

8. There shall be a fee of $35 for 
replacing a sticker issued by the city clerk. 
(See s. 115-33.5.) 
 
81-81. Parking Lot or Place License.  
 1. Each license shall be valid for 2 
years from the date of issuance. 

2. The fee for each license shall be $50. 
(See s. 84-20.) 
 
81-82. Parking Meter or Parking Space 
Marker Permanent Removal. 

1. REMOVAL FOR LOADING ZONES. 
The fee for the removal of each parking meter or 
space marker needed to accommodate loading 
zones shall be sufficient to cover the costs of 
labor, materials and overhead and if necessary 
the costs of relocating a multi-space meter. 

2 REMOVAL FOR FACILITIES 
OTHER THAN LOADING ZONES.  

a. The fee for the removal of each 
single-space parking meter or space marker 
needed to accommodate facilities other than 
loading zones shall be $60. 
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82-65. Department Employes not to Vend 
Weights and Measures. It shall be unlawful for 
the commissioner of health or any person 
employed in the department to vend any 
weights, measures, scales, scale beams, patent 
balances, steel yards, automatic or computing 
scales, or other instruments to be used for the 
purpose of weighing or measuring, or to offer or 
expose the same for sale, or be interested 
directly or indirectly in the sale of the same in the 
city under a penalty of $50 for every such 
offense.  

(HISTORY: Section 82-65 rn. from 2-183, File 
#881930, March 7, 1989; eff. March 25, 1989. 

82-65 am. File #961523, Feb. 11, 1997; eff. 
Feb. 28, 1997. 

82-65 am. File #980963, Dec. 18, 1998; eff. 
Jan. 1, 1999.) 
 
82-67. Record of Weights and Measures 
Inspected; Reports. It shall be the duty of the 
commissioner of health to keep a record of all 
weights, measures, scales, scale beams, patent 
balances, steel yards, computing and automatic 
scales, and other instruments used for weighing 
or measuring, inspected by the commissioner, in 
which the commissioner shall state the name of 
the owner of the same and whether they are 
conformable to the city standards. The 
commissioner shall also keep a complete record 
of the work done by the commissioner and the 
inspectors. 

(HISTORY:  Section 82-67 rn. from 2-184, 
File #881930, March 7, 1989; eff. March 25, 
1989. 

82-67 am. File #991247, Nov. 29, 1999; eff. 
Jan. 1, 2000.) 
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 CHAPTER 83 
 MUNICIPAL IDENTIFICATION CARD 
 

TABLE 
 
83-1 Definitions 
83-3 Authority 
83-5 Procedure 
83-7 Acceptance 
 
83-1.  Definitions.  
 1. MUNICIPAL IDENTIFICATION 
CARD means a card authenticating the bearer as 
a resident of the city of Milwaukee.   
 2. RESIDENT means a person who 
has resided within the corporate limits of the city 
of Milwaukee for not less than 15 consecutive 
days and who presents proof of residency as 
provided in s. 83-5.  
 
83-3.  Authority.  The city clerk shall create 
and issue municipal identification cards in 
accordance with the procedure specified in 
s. 83-5.  
 
83-5.  Procedure.  
 1. The city clerk shall promulgate 
rules for the implementation and issuance of 
municipal identification cards. 
 2. All rules and subsequent changes 
to the rules shall be approved by the licensing 
committee of the common council. 
 
83-7. Acceptance. In compliance with 
s. 66.0438 (3), Wis. Stats., city departments shall 
recognize the municipal identification card as an 
acceptable form of identification.
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 LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
 CHAPTER 83 
 
Abbreviations: 
am = amended ra = renumbered and amended rn = renumbered 
cr = created rc = repealed and recreated rp = repealed 
 
Section Action File Passed Effective 
 
Ch. 83 cr 160193 7/26/2017 8/12/2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Pages 295-298 are blank] 



Traffic Code 101-23.7-6 
 

 
 -541- 7/26/2016 

If either the common council member or the 
commissioner recommends against an 
application, no permit shall be issued unless the 
applicant requests, in writing, an appeal before 
the licensing committee.  An appeal shall be 
requested no more than 10 working days after 
the date on which the applicant was notified of 
the recommendation of the commissioner and 
the common council member.  Appeals shall be 
forwarded to the licensing committee for its 
recommendation as to whether each permit 
should be granted.  The committee shall hold a 
hearing on whether to grant each permit for 
which an appeal has been requested. No 
hearing shall be heard unless the city clerk's 
office has provided written notice to the 
applicant. The notice shall be served upon the 
applicant so that the applicant has at least 3 
working days' notice of the hearing.  The notice 
shall contain: 

c-1. The date, time and place of the 
hearing. 

c-2. A statement to the effect that the 
possibility of denial of the permit application 
exists and the reasons or possible denial. 

c-3. A statement that an opportunity will 
be given to the applicant to respond to and 
challenge any reason for denial and to present 
witnesses under oath and to confront and 
cross-examine opposing witnesses under oath. 

c-4. A statement that the applicant may 
be represented by an attorney of the applicant's 
choice at the applicant's expense, if the applicant 
so wishes. 

d. At the hearing, the committee chair 
shall open the meeting by stating that a notice 
was sent and read the notice into the record 
unless the applicant admits notice. The chair 
shall advise the applicant that the applicant has 
an option to proceed with a due process hearing, 
represented by counsel, with all testimony both 
direct and cross-examination under oath, or that 
the applicant may simply make a statement to 
the committee. 

e. A due process hearing shall be 
conducted in the following manner: 

e-1. All witnesses will be sworn in. 
e-2. The chair shall ask those opposed to 

the granting of the permit to proceed first. 
e-3. The applicant shall be permitted an 

opportunity to cross- examine. 
e-4. After the conclusion of the 

opponents’ testimony, the applicant shall be 
permitted to present the applicant's own 
witnesses, subject to cross-examination. 

e-5. Committee members may ask 
questions of witnesses. 

e-6. Both proponents and opponents 
shall be permitted a brief summary statement. 

f. The recommendations of the 
committee regarding the applicant must be 
based on evidence presented at the hearing. 
Probative evidence concerning whether the 
permit should be granted may be presented on 
the following subjects: 

f-1. Whether the applicant meets the 
municipal requirements. 

f-2. Any of the factors enumerated in 
par. b. 

g. The committee may make a 
recommendation immediately following the 
hearing or at a later date. Written notice of the 
committee's decision will be provided if the 
decision is made at a later date or if the applicant 
was not present or represented. The committee 
shall forward its recommendation in writing to the 
common council for vote at the next meeting at 
which such matter will be considered. 

6. FEES.  See s. 81-70 for the 
required permit fees and terms.  Non-profit 
organizations and disabled persons shall be 
exempt from paying the loading and unloading 
zone permit fee at the time that an original permit 
expires and must be renewed, as well as at 
subsequent renewals. 

7. RENEWAL OF PERMITS. a. 
Procedure for Renewal.  Applications for 
renewal of loading and unloading zone permits 
shall be made to the city clerk.  The application 
shall be referred to the common council for 
approval unless a written objection has been 
filed with the city clerk at least 30 days prior to 
the date on which the permit expires.  This 
objection may be filed by any interested person.  
If a written objection is filed, or if a determination 
is made by either the city clerk or the 
commissioner that the applicant no longer meets 
the permitting qualifications, the application shall 
be forwarded to the licensing committee for its 
recommendation to the common council. 

b. Procedure for Non-Renewal. If 
there is a possibility that the committee will not 
recommend renewal of a permit, the procedures 
for notice, hearing and review by the common 
council provided in sub. 9 shall govern. 

c. Hearings.  All hearings held and 
committee recommendations prepared pursuant 
to this subsection shall be conducted as set forth 
in sub. 9. 

d. Disqualification.  Whenever any 
permit is denied renewal, it shall be entered on 
the record by the city clerk and no loading and 
unloading permit shall be granted to the same 
person for that location for a period of 12 months 
following the date of non-renewal. 
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e. Surrender.  When any permit is 
surrendered in lieu of a pending non-renewal 
proceeding, no other loading and unloading 
permit shall be granted to the same person for 
that location for a period of 12 months following 
the date of its surrender. 

8. REVOCATION OF PERMITS. Any 
permit issued under this section may be revoked 
or suspended for cause by the common council.  
Suspension or revocation proceedings may be 
instituted by the licensing committee upon its 
own motion, or upon sworn written charges 
made and filed with the city clerk by the chief of 
police, or upon a sworn written complaint filed 
with the city clerk by any interested party. 

9. DUE PROCESS HEARING AND 
COMMON COUNCIL REVIEW.  a. Committee 
Hearing and Review.  If there is a possibility that 
the permitting committee will not recommend 
renewal of the permit, or if revocation or 
suspension proceedings are initiated, the 
procedures for notice and committee hearing 
and for the committee report, recommendations 
and common council consideration provided in 
ss. 85-3 to 85-5 shall apply. 

b. Grounds for Non-renewal. The 
recommendation of the committee regarding the 
permit shall be based on evidence presented at 
the hearing. Probative evidence concerning 
non-renewal or revocation may include evidence 
of: 

b-1. Failure of the permittee to meet the 
municipal qualifications. 

b-2. Permitting the loading and 
unloading zone to be used as a parking space by 
vehicles not actually engaged in loading or 
unloading. 

b-3. The death of the disabled person 
for whom the loading and unloading zone permit 
was issued. 

b-4. Evidence related by the 
department of public works that the 
circumstances for which the permit was first 
issued no longer pertain. 

b-5. Any other factor which reasonably 
relates to the public health, safety and welfare. 

10. REQUEST TO SURRENDER A 
PERMIT.  If a permittee wishes to surrender his 
or her permit after receiving a notice for a 
hearing on non-renewal or revocation, the 
permittee must request, in writing, permission 
from the licensing committee to do so prior to the 
commencement of the hearing. The committee 
may approve the request, or deny the request 
and proceed with the hearing. 

11. CHANGE OF CIRCUMSTANCE. 
a. When a disabled person for whom 

a loading and unloading zone permit is issued 
dies or is no longer disabled as defined by this 
section, the loading and unloading zone permit 
issued for this person shall be surrendered to the 
city clerk within 30 days of the change of 
circumstance. 

b. Any permittee wishing to alter the 
length of an existing loading and unloading zone 
or alter the hours during which an existing 
loading and unloading zone is in effect, shall file 
a new application and pay the appropriate fee as 
required by sub. 4. 
 
101-24. Creation and Marking Tow-away 
Zones.  1.  LOCATIONS. There shall be no 
stopping or standing of vehicles in the following 
locations which shall be defined as "tow-away 
zones" which shall be in effect during the times 
indicated and as "snow emergency tow-away 
zones" which shall be in effect during a snow 
emergency declared under s. 101-26. The 
provisions of s. 101-27-3-a relating to alternate 
side parking do not apply to these locations. 

Specific locations are to be found in the 
common council proceedings; the official record 
on file in the city clerk's office, and the code on 
file in the legislative reference bureau. 

2. POSTING OF SIGNS. The 
commissioner of public works is directed to post 
signs at appropriate places in each such area to 
inform the public of the provisions of this section. 
 
101-24.1. Blocking a Driveway. It shall be 
unlawful for any vehicle to be parked on or 
blocking the entrance to any private driveway or 
garage without the consent of the owner of such 
driveway so as to prevent free passage of 
vehicles. 
 
101-24.2. Blocking Traffic. It shall be unlawful 
for any vehicle to be parked or left standing on a 
highway in such a manner as to obstruct traffic. 
 
101-24.5.  Vehicle Identification Numbers. 

1. DEFINITION.  In this section: 
a. “Chief of police” means the police 

chief or any employe of the police department 
acting on the chief’s behalf. 

b. “Commissioner of public works” 
means the commissioner of public works or any 
employe of the department of public works acting 
on the commissioner’s behalf. 

c. “Identification number” means the 
numbers, letters or combination of numbers and 
letters assigned by the manufacturer of a vehicle 
or vehicle part or by the Wisconsin department of 
transportation and stamped upon or affixed to a 
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vehicle or vehicle part for the purpose of 
identification.  This term does not include the 
letters, numbers or combination thereof on 
vehicle license plates. 

d. “Owner” shall include the lessee of 
a vehicle if the vehicle is registered or required to 
be registered by the lessee pursuant to ch. 341, 
Wis. Stats. 

2. PROHIBITED.  a.  No person 
may remove, alter or obliterate an identification 
number. 

b. No person may make it impossible 
to read a motor vehicle’s identification number 
from outside the vehicle. 

3. REMOVAL OF VEHICLE.  If the 
chief of police or commissioner of public works 
finds, on any alley, street, highway or public 
place within the city, any vehicle on which the 
identification number has been removed, altered, 
obliterated or made impossible to read, including 
any vehicle on which the identification number is 
not readily visible when observed from outside 
the vehicle, the chief or commissioner may have 
the vehicle immediately removed to a suitable 
place of impoundment.  If the identification 
number cannot be identified, the impounded 
vehicle shall be presumed to be contraband.  If 
the identification number can be identified, a 
notice informing the registered owner of the 
location of the vehicle, the procedure for 
reclaiming the vehicle and the availability of an 
informal hearing before the city attorney shall be 
sent to the registered owner’s last known 
address as registered by the owner with the 
state department of motor vehicles within 72 
hours after removal. 

4. DISPOSAL OF UNCLAIMED 
VEHICLES.  As soon as practical after removal 
and impoundment of a vehicle under sub. 3, a 
duly authorized representative of the 
commissioner of public works shall appraise the 
value of such motor vehicle based on the 
prevailing market.  Such vehicle shall be 
disposed of according to s. 105-65. 

5. OWNER RESPONSIBLE FOR 
COSTS.  The owner of any motor vehicle on 
which the identification number has been 
removed, altered, obliterated or made impossible 
to read, or is not readily visible from outside the 
vehicle, is responsible for all costs of impounding 
and disposing of the vehicle.  Costs not 
recovered from the sale of the motor vehicle may 
be recovered in a civil action by the city against 
the owner. 

6. RELEASE OF VEHICLE; 
CONDITIONS.  Notwithstanding sub. 4, the 
owner of a vehicle that is impounded under this 

section may secure release of the vehicle by 
doing all of the following: 

a. Paying any forfeiture imposed for 
violation of this section established pursuant to 
s. 101-34 and the reasonable costs of 
impounding the motor vehicle. 

b. Providing satisfactory evidence 
that the motor vehicle is currently registered in 
the state of Wisconsin or that, at the time of 
impoundment, a complete application for 
registration of the vehicle, including evidence of 
inspection under s. 110.20, Wis. Stats., when 
required, accompanied by the required fee had 
been delivered to the Wisconsin department of 
transportation or deposited in the mail properly 
addressed with prepaid postage, or the vehicle is 
exempt from registration under ch. 341, Wis. 
Stats. 

c. Providing a current, valid driver’s 
license and current certificate of title for the 
vehicle.  If the vehicle’s owner does not have a 
valid driver’s license, the vehicle may be 
released to another person with a valid driver’s 
license provided the licensed individual is 
accompanied by the vehicle’s owner or can 
present a signed affidavit from the vehicle’s 
owner authorizing the vehicle’s release to the 
licensed individual. 

d. If the vehicle’s identification 
number was removed, altered, obliterated or 
otherwise made impossible to read, even from 
inside the vehicle, providing satisfactory 
evidence that an application to replace the 
identification number has been made to the 
Wisconsin department of transportation pursuant 
to s. 342.30(1m), Wis. Stats.  

 
101-24.7 Unregistered Motor Vehicles.  1.  
DEFINITIONS. In this section: a. "Improperly 
registered motor vehicle" means an unregistered 
motor vehicle for which an application and 
payment for registration are current and 
complete as reflected in the records of the 
Wisconsin department of transportation, but 
which does not display evidence of current 
registration or registration expiring within the 
preceding 31 days. 

b. "Unregistered motor vehicle" 
means any motor vehicle that is located upon 
any alley, street, highway, public way or 
thoroughfare and that is not displaying valid 
registration plates, a temporary operation plate, 
or other evidence of registration as provided 
under s. 341.18(1), Wis. Stats., for the vehicle's 
current registration period or for a registration 
period for the vehicle that expired within the 
immediately preceding 31 days. 
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2. PROHIBITED AND PENALTIES. 
a. Prohibition of Unregistered Vehicles. No 
unregistered motor vehicle may be located upon 
any alley, street, highway, public way or 
thoroughfare within the city. The stipulated 
forfeiture provided in s. 101-34-2-j and the 
penalty provided in s. 101-34-7-j shall apply, 
except as provided in par. b. 

b. Prohibition of Improperly 
Registered Vehicles. No improperly registered 
vehicle may be located upon any alley, street, 
highway, public way or thoroughfare within the 
city. If a showing is made by any party that the 
records of the Wisconsin department of 
transportation contain information that 
application and payment for registration of the 
motor vehicle were complete and current at the 
time of the violation, the stipulated forfeiture 
provided in s. 101-34-2-a and the penalty 
provided in s. 101-34-7-a shall apply. 

3. REMOVAL OF VEHICLE; 
NOTICE.   a.  The chief of police or the 
commissioner of public works or any person 
acting on their behalf may cause any 
unregistered motor vehicle located upon any 
alley, street, highway or public place or 
thoroughfare within the city to be removed to a 
suitable place of impoundment. 

b. A notice informing the owner of the 
location of the vehicle, the procedure for 
reclaiming the vehicle, and the availability of an 
informal hearing before the city attorney shall be 
mailed to the owner’s last known address within 
24 hours after removal.  

4. OWNER RESPONSIBLE FOR 
COSTS.  The owner of any unregistered motor 
vehicle shall be responsible for all costs of 
impounding and disposing of the motor vehicle.  
Costs not recovered from the sale of the motor 
vehicle may be recovered in a civil action by the 
city against the owner. 

5. RELEASE OF VEHICLE. 
Notwithstanding sub. 6, the owner of an 
unregistered motor vehicle that is impounded 
under this section may secure release of the 
motor vehicle by paying any forfeiture imposed 
for violation of this section and the reasonable 
costs of impounding the motor vehicle and 
providing satisfactory evidence of one of the 
following: 

a. That the motor vehicle is currently 
registered in the state of Wisconsin. 

b. That a complete application for 
registration for the motor vehicle, including 
evidence of inspection under s. 110.20, Wis. 
Stats., when required, accompanied by the 
required fee has been delivered to the Wisconsin 

department of transportation or deposited in the 
mail properly addressed with postage paid. 

6. DISPOSAL OF UNCLAIMED 
VEHICLES AND TRAILERS. As soon as 
practical after the removal, a duly authorized 
representative of the commissioner of public 
works shall appraise the value of such motor 
vehicle based on the prevailing market. Such 
vehicle shall be disposed of according to s. 
105-65. 

7. PROCEDURE. Notwithstanding 
the provisions of sub. 6, a vehicle removed and 
impounded pursuant to this section shall not be 
disposed of under s. 105-65 while an informal 
hearing, requested following notice under sub. 
3-b, is pending or before the expiration of 30 
days. Neither shall disposition of the vehicle be 
made prior to the conclusion of court 
proceedings where timely application is made to 
the municipal court or other court of competent 
jurisdiction contesting the basis for removal of 
the vehicle or seeking to secure the release of 
the vehicle.  In addition to the forfeiture provided 
in s. 101-34, the owner shall pay the city to cover 
the city's cost of impoundment, storage or 
disposal of the motor vehicle, or both. 
 
102-25. Towing Away of Vehicles. 1. 
AUTHORITY. a. General. Whenever any police 
officer, the commissioner of public works or any 
of the commissioner’s designees finds a vehicle 
standing upon any highway in violation of s. 
101-3, 101-22.5, 101-23, 101-23.2, 101-24, 
101-24.1, 101-24.2, 101-26, 101-26.5, 101-26.7, 
101-27, 101-27.8, 101-29 or 101-32, the officer, 
commissioner of public works or commissioner’s 
designee is authorized to remove the vehicle to a 
secure impound lot or to a place where parking 
is permitted. The removal may be performed by 
or under the direction of the officer, the 
commissioner of public works or the 
commissioner’s designee, or a towing contractor 
under contract with the city. Any removal under 
this section to a location other than a secure 
impound lot by a towing contractor under 
contract with the city shall be performed under 
the direction of the officer, the commissioner of 
public works or the commissioner’s designee.  
Nothing in this section shall prohibit removing a 
vehicle to a secure impound lot that has 
previously been removed to a place other than a 
secure impound lot. 

b. Removal to a Secure Impound Lot. 
The vehicle reclamation charge that is imposed 
in order to reclaim a vehicle under this section 
from a secure impound lot shall be $105 per 
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vehicle for standard towing, and $125 for flatbed 
towing. The charge for outdoor storage shall be 
$20 for each day of storage, and the charge for 
indoor storage shall be $30 per vehicle for each 
day of storage. An additional reclamation charge 
shall be imposed for the actual costs, including 
costs of labor incurred in the treatment, disposal, 
removal or abatement or any substance, 
chemical or other material contained within or 
upon a vehicle when, in the judgment of the 
commissioner or the commissioner’s designee, 
such action is necessary to render the vehicle 
into a safe and sanitary condition.  The vehicle 
reclamation charge shall be paid to the 
commissioner of public works at the storage 
facility and the vehicle may be released from 
storage upon payment of all vehicle reclamation 
charges and presentation of proper identification. 
A notice informing the owner of the location of 
the vehicle, the procedure for reclaiming the 
vehicle and the availability of a review before the 
city attorney shall be mailed to the last known 
address within 72 hours after removal. 

c. Removal to a Place Other Than a 
Secure Impound Lot. Whenever a vehicle is 
removed to a place other than a secure impound 
lot, the removed vehicle shall be immediately 
retrievable by the owner or the owner’s 
designee. The vehicle removal charge that is 
imposed under this section shall be no more 
than $105 per vehicle for standard towing, and 
no more than $125 for flatbed towing. The 
vehicle removal charge may be placed on the 
citation upon which removal is authorized or may 
be charged separately.  When practical, a notice 
with instructions for identifying and locating a 
vehicle towed under this section shall be posted 
near to the place from which the vehicle was 
removed.   

2. ADJUSTMENTS. Whenever the 
vehicle reclamation charges are paid, the vehicle 
shall be released to its owner. Whenever the 
citation upon which removal and storage is 
authorized is released by the chief of police, or 
by the city attorney after a review, or whenever 
the charge for which the citation upon which 
removal and storage is authorized is dismissed 
by the court, the commissioner of public works 
shall release the vehicle without payment of 
vehicle reclamation charges and shall refund any 
vehicle reclamation charges or vehicle removal 
charges for such vehicle which shall have 
previously been paid. 

3. UNCLAIMED VEHICLES. As soon 
as practical after the removal to a secure 
impound lot, a duly authorized representative of 
the commissioner of public works shall appraise 

the value of such vehicle based on the prevailing 
salvage market. Such vehicle shall be disposed 
of according to the provisions of s. 105-65.  
 4. ADDITIONAL CHARGES. a. There 
shall be an additional charge of $25 for a vehicle 
that must be moved from the lot.   
 b. There shall be an additional towing 
charge for a vehicle that is unusually large or is 
not readily accessible. 
 
101-25.5. Contract for Towing Away of 
Vehicles. 1. BY COMMISSIONER. The com- 
missioner of public works may enter into 
contracts for and behalf of the city for the towing 
away and storage of vehicles under s. 101-25. 
The commissioner may divide the city into 
designated areas and contract for towing away in 
each specific area. 

2. REQUIREMENTS. Any such con- 
tract shall provide that the towing company have 
adequate equipment and facilities and have 
personnel available 24 hours a day, and that 
such company furnish the city an indemnification 
agreement supported by a performance bond 
and indemnity bond, and, in lieu thereof, a 
certification of insurance to hold the city 
harmless from any claims for damage or theft of 
the vehicles and personal property therein 
contained when the same are towed away. The 
commissioner of public works shall further 
provide the rules, regulations, specifications and 
conditions under which such contracts shall be 
let.  
 
101-26. Snow Emergency Parking. 1. 
EMERGENCY DECLARED. There is declared 
an emergency to exist in the city of Milwaukee by 
reason of a snowstorm whenever snow falls 
during any period of 24 hours or less to a depth 
which is determined and declared by the 
commissioner of public works to constitute a 
serious public hazard impairing transportation, 
the movement of food and fuel supplies, medical 
care, fire, health, and police protection, and other 
vital facilities of the city. Such emergency is 
declared to continue for a period of 72 hours or 
until such earlier time as snow-plowing 
operations have been declared completed by the 
commissioner of public works. 

2. PARKING REGULATIONS 
DURING EMERGENCY. It shall be unlawful for 
any person to park or suffer to be parked any 
vehicle upon any street marked by temporary No 
Parking signs. Between the hours of 11 p.m. and 
6 a.m., inclusive, it shall be unlawful for any 
person to park or suffer to be parked any vehicle 
upon any street over which there is operated a 
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duly authorized motor bus route or upon any 
street which is a through highway and not 
designated for night parking under s. 101-27-9. 
Between the hours of 11 p.m. and 6 a.m., 
inclusive, it shall be unlawful for any person to 
park or suffer to be parked any vehicle on the 
even-numbered side of the street on those nights 
bearing an odd calendar date during the portion 
thereof before midnight and on the 
odd-numbered side of the street on those nights 
bearing an even calendar date during the portion 
thereof before midnight upon streets which are 
not through highways or upon through highways 
designated for night parking under s. 101-27-9.  

3. TO ERECT TEMPORARY SIGNS; 
LOCATIONS. Pursuant to the provisions of 
s. 349.13, Wis. Stats., 1969, "Emergency 
Powers Granted to Cities of the First Class," the 
commissioner of public works is authorized to 
erect temporary No Parking signs during the 
existence of an emergency created by a 
snowstorm or snowstorms or excessive snow fall 
which impair or prevent the full use of any 
highway, street or roadway for transportation.  A 
current list of streets where such signs have 
been erected and the date of erecting of such 
signs shall be sent by the commissioner of public 
works to the city clerk, the legislative reference 
bureau and the district police station. 

6. SNOW EMERGENCY FUND. All 
revenues derived by the city from towing and 
storage of vehicles parked in violation of sub. 2 
shall be entered by the city treasurer in a special 
account to be designated the snow emergency 
account. Such fund shall be used to help defray 
the costs of contracting for towing and storage of 
vehicles parked in violation of sub. 2 but for no 
other purpose. Any balance remaining in the 
fund at the end of the fiscal year not carried over 
by the budget for the ensuing year shall be 
returned to the general fund.  
 
101-26.5. Snow Parking Regulations - 4 or 
More Inches. 1. PURPOSE. The common 
council finds that certain streets experience high 
demand for parking which restrict the 
accessibility of snow plows to the curb line.  The 
common council further finds that it is necessary 
to prohibit parking until the snow has been 
removed on one side of a street where a sign 
indicating “no parking when snowfall 4″ or more,” 
is posted in order to increase the effectiveness 
and efficiency of snow removal operations. 
 2. REGULATIONS. a. On designated 
streets, vehicles may be parked on both sides of 
the street day or night, except when snow has 
accumulated to a depth of 4 inches or more. 

 b.  For a street designated “no parking 
when snowfall 4″ or more,” depth of snow 
accumulation shall be determined at the 
sanitation district yard in which a street is 
located. 
 c.  Designated streets are to be found 
in the common council proceedings, the official 
record on file in the city clerk's office, and the 
code on file in the legislative reference bureau. 
 3. COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER 
RESTRICTIONS. Vehicles parked in compliance 
with sub. 2 shall also comply with the provisions 
of s. 101-27-1-a-1. 
 
101-26.7.  Street Sweeping Streets. 

1. PURPOSE.  The common council 
finds that certain streets experience high 
demand for parking which restricts the 
accessibility of street sweeping brooms to the 
curb line.  The common council further finds that 
it is necessary to prohibit parking between 
certain hours on certain streets on the day street 
sweeping operations occur in order to increase 
the effectiveness and efficiency of street 
sweeping operations. 

2. TO ERECT AND MAINTAIN.  The 
commissioner of public works shall erect and 
maintain signs prohibiting parking between 
certain hours on certain streets on the day street 
sweeping operations occur. 

Designated streets are to be found in the 
common council proceedings, the official record 
on file in the city clerk’s office, and the code on 
file in the legislative reference bureau. 

3. EXCEPTIONS.  This section shall 
not apply to any of the following: 

a. An emergency vehicle, including 
but not limited to an ambulance, fire department 
vehicle or police department vehicle. 

b. Any vehicle, including but not 
limited to a delivery, utility or service vehicle, 
which is being used by a person engaged in the 
provision of services or delivery of goods to a 
property located on the designated street, 
provided the name of the commercial enterprise 
or public utility vehicle providing the service or 
delivering the goods is clearly identified on the 
vehicle. 
 
101-27. All Night Parking. 

1. RESTRICTIONS. a-1. No vehicle 
shall be permitted to stand in one place on a 
highway for more than 24 hours. 

a-2. The restriction provided in subd. 1 
shall be suspended to permit vehicles to remain 
in one place on a highway in designated areas 
for not more than 48 hours consecutively, except 
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