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 CHAPTER 7 
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS 

 
 

 TABLE 
 
 GENERAL 
7-01 Commissioner of public works, 

 appointment 
7-02 Salary, full time, oath 
 
 DUTIES 
7-03 Records 
7-04 Duties 
7-05 Powers 
7-065 Board of assessment, secretary 
 
 AUTHORITY 
7-08 Special deputies 
7-09 Charges of misconduct 
7-10 Fire and police alarm systems 
7-12 Authorization to employ help 
 
 CONTRACTS 
7-14 Duties when common council 

 orders public work 
7-15 Advertising and bids 
7-16 Asphalt for streets, not by brand 
7-17 Barriers, requirements in contract, 

 when working on public streets 
7-18 Indemnification requirements in 

 contracts 
7-19 Approval of contracts and bonds 
7-20 No power to contract in excess of 

 appropriation 
7-21 Review of contracts by comptroller 
7-22 Services 
7-23 Work done without intervention of 

 public contract 
7-25 Powers and duties re contracts 
7-26 Payment on contract as work 

 progresses 
7-27 Suspended public work 
7-28 Authority to contract use of 

 patented material 
7-29 Special assessments for royalty  

  on  patented article 
 
 OTHER REGULATIONS 
7-30 Abandoned vehicles 
7-31 Vacation of streets and public 

 grounds 
7-32 Third party liens 
7-33 City forester 

7-01. Commissioner of Public Works:  
Appointment. 1. In all cities of the first class, 
whether organized under special charter, or under 
the general law, there is created the office of 
commissioner of public works.  

2. The commissioner shall be a 
qualified professional engineer registered under 
the laws of Wisconsin.   

(HISTORY: Section 7-01-0 (title) am. File 
#880330, Feb. 14, 1989; eff. May 5, 1989.) 

7-01-2 rc.  File #880330, Feb. 14, 1989; eff. 
May 5, 1989.) 
 
7-02. Salary; Full Time, Oath. Such 
commissioner of public works shall receive a 
salary to be fixed by the common council of such 
city, and every commissioner appointed under this 
act shall devote all his time and attention to said 
office, and shall not during the term of his office be 
actively engaged in any other business or 
profession. Such commissioner of public works 
shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, 
take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by 
the constitution of the state and file the same duly 
certified by the official administering the same with 
the clerk of such city.  
 (HISTORY:  Section 7-02 am. Ch. Ord. 173, 
File #49-2739-b, May 6, 1952.) 
 
7-03. Records. Such commissioner shall keep a 
record of all his acts and doings, and keep and 
preserve all contracts, plans, estimates and 
profiles, which at all times shall be open to the 
inspection of the common council or any member 
thereof, or of any committee appointed by said 
council. He shall report his acts and doings in 
detail to the common council on or before the 1st 
day of March in each year, and oftener if required 
by the common council. (S. 5, Subch. 5, Ch. 184, 
L. 1874.)   
 
7-04. Duties. It shall be the duty of the 
commissioner of public works to take special 
charge and superintendence, subject to such 
ordinances as may be lawfully passed by the 
common council, of all streets, alleys, highways, 
sidewalks, crosswalks, bridges, walks, public 
grounds, engine houses, and of all other public 
buildings and grounds belonging to the city or any 
of the wards of such city, except such public 
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grounds as under the laws of this state or the 
charter provisions or ordinances of the city are 
otherwise under the care and supervision of other 
officers; of all sewers and the work pertaining 
thereto; and of all public works commenced or 
undertaken by such city, except as otherwise 
expressly provided by law. He shall have power to 
make contracts in the name and behalf of the city 
in the manner and under the limitations prescribed 
by the laws of this state or the charter of the city of 
Milwaukee having reference to the board of public 
works or the commissioner of public works. He 
shall perform all the duties prescribed by this 
charter ordinance, and such duties as are now 
executed by boards of public works in cities of the 
first class to which ch. 297 of the laws of 
[Wisconsin] 1907 shall apply, and such other 
duties as the common council may from time to 
time require. It shall be his duty to supervise and 
control the collection, removal and disposal of 
garbage in the city, subject to such ordinances and 
resolutions as the common council may adopt. 
 (HISTORY: Section 7-04 cr. Ch. Ord. 112, File 
#70405, Dec. 2, 1940.)   
 
7-05. Powers. The said commissioner of public 
works shall have the exclusive power to grant 
permits, subject to such regulations and 
restrictions as may be prescribed by the 
ordinances of the city, for the moving of houses, 
along or across streets, alleys or walks, and to 
regulate the building of vaults under streets, alleys 
or sidewalks. No building material or other 
obstruction of any kind shall be placed on the 
streets, walks, or other public grounds of the city, 
without the written permit of said commissioner. 
He shall have power, subject to such ordinances 
as may be lawfully passed by the common council, 
to regulate and control the manner of using 
streets, alleys or walks, for laying down gas or 
water pipes and sewers, and to determine the 
location and depth thereof, and to cause the 
prompt repair in such time and manner as he shall 
direct, of streets, alleys and walks, whenever such 
pipes or sewers may be taken or altered. And in 
case any corporation or individual shall neglect to 
repair or restore to its former condition, any street, 
alley or sidewalk so excavated, taken up or 
altered, within the time and in the manner directed 
by said commissioner, the said commissioner shall 
cause the same to be done at the expense of such 
corporation or individual. (S. 20, Ch. 144, L. 1875.) 
 

7-065. Board of Assessment, Secretary. The 
commissioner of public works shall be the 
permanent secretary of the board of assessment, 
and in this capacity shall be its chief administrative 
officer and permanent technical advisor. The 
secretary shall appoint such other employes and 
technical advisors and experts on valuation of 
property and damages and benefits of property as 
may be deemed necessary. All appointments shall 
be made in accordance with the provisions of ss. 
63.18 to 63.52, Wis. Stats., and with the provisions 
of the Wisconsin Statutes and the charter 
ordinances applying to the board of city service 
commissioners of said city. All positions and the 
compensation thereof shall be established by the 
common council of said city. Employes, excluding 
the secretary of the board of assessment, shall be 
validated into the civil service and shall have the 
tenure and all the rights, privileges and benefits of 
civil service employment.  

(HISTORY: Section 9-02-2 (currently 7-065) 
am. Ch. Ord. 436, File #76-757, Oct. 5, 1976. 

9-02-2 rn. administratively to 7-065 in 
December, 1984.)   
 
7-08. Special Deputies. The commissioner of 
public works may from time to time appoint and 
designate competent persons within the 
department of public works to act for and in his 
stead in specified matters, as special deputy 
commissioners of public works without additional 
compensation. Such appointments shall be in 
writing and copies thereof filed with the city clerk 
and city comptroller setting forth the specific acts 
each such deputy is authorized to perform in the 
name of the commissioner. Such authority may be 
revoked or amended in the same manner. Within 
the scope of their specified authority, such 
deputies may perform any and all acts required by 
law of the commissioner. The commissioner shall 
be responsible for all acts of such deputies and 
may require that additional bonds be furnished to 
assure their faithful performance thereof.  
 (HISTORY:  Section 7-08 cr. Ch. Ord. 225, File 
#56-1456-a, July 24, 1956.)   
 
7-09. Charges of Misconduct. Whenever any 
charge of official misconduct or inefficiency shall 
be preferred against said commissioner of public 
works, the common council of such city shall hear 
such charges as soon as practicable after they 
have been filed with the clerk of such city, 
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CHAPTER 16 
PURCHASING 

 
TABLE 

 
16-01 Definitions 
16-02 Purchasing Appeals Board: 
   Members, Meetings 
16-05 Purchasing by Purchasing Director 
16-07 Other Purchasing Authority 
 
16-01.  Definitions.  In this chapter: 
 1. FORMAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING 
means a process whereby purchases are made 
from the lowest responsible bidder after due notice 
inviting bids, subject to bidding requirement 
exceptions under s. 16-05-3, in accordance with 
any applicable code provisions for participation of 
small business or local business enterprises, 
ethical purchasing, purchase of American-made 
vehicles, purchase of Milwaukee-, Milwaukee 
county- or American-made goods, which are in 
force.  Notice shall be published in at least one 
official paper for at least 2 days preceding the last 
day set for the receipt of bids. 
 2. GOVERNMENT PURCHASER 
means the federal government, the state, another 
political subdivision of the state, a cooperative 
purchasing association or group formed by these 
entities, or a private entity that has established 
relationships with these entities. 
 3. REVERSE AUCTION means a 
public auction in which vendors bid the lowest 
price at which they are willing to sell specified 
materials, supplies, equipment or services.  
Vendors may be physically present or participate 
electronically, but in either case, the auction shall 
provide vendors with sufficient knowledge of bid 
rankings so that the vendors may competitively bid 
against others.  The auction may be conducted as 
the sole means of selecting a vendor or in 
conjunction with formal competitive bidding. 
 4. SINGLE SOURCE means the 
selection of a particular vendor when there are 
other vendors who could potentially provide the 
good or service, but the particular vendor is 
specially suited to comply with the specifications. 
 5. SOLE SOURCE means the selection 
of a particular vendor when work, services, 
materials, supplies, equipment, items or 
commodities can be furnished from only one 
source. 
 6. USER AGENCY means a city 
department, board or commission. 
 

16-02.  Purchasing Appeals Board:  Members, 
Meetings.  1. MEMBERS. a.  The purchasing 
appeals board shall be composed of the mayor, 
the commissioner of public works, the chair of the 
common council committee on finance and 
personnel, the director of administration, the city 
comptroller, the president of the common council; 
and 2 city employes, one each appointed by the 
mayor and the president of the common council.  
The mayor and common council president shall 
make their respective city employe member 
appointments within 60 days after assuming office 
or within 60 days after a vacancy occurs in such 
board position, whichever is later. 

b. Members, with the exception of the 2 
city employe members, may designate alternates 
in writing by filing with the city clerk's office.  Such 
alternates may represent their respective principal 
members and exercise all powers of principal 
members when such members are unable to 
attend board or committee meetings. 

2. VOTING PROCEDURES.  Each 
board member shall have one vote.  The mayor 
shall be chair of the board and shall call all 
meetings except such as may be provided for by 
the action or rules of the board.  In the absence of 
the mayor, the vice chair of the board shall 
preside. Five members shall constitute a quorum. 

3. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.  
The board: a.  Shall hear bidder, common council 
member and city department specification appeals 
as provided herein. 

b. Shall hear bidder award appeals of 
recommendations made by the city purchasing 
director as to the apparent low responsive bidder 
as provided herein. 

c. Shall adopt bylaws for conduct of 
board business. 
 
16-05.  Purchasing by Purchasing Director.   
 1. DUTIES, POWERS. 
 a. Authority to purchase.  There is 
created a purchasing division in the department of 
administration.  The division shall be under the 
direction and control of the city purchasing 
director, except as provided in s. 16-07, who shall 
be subject to the direction and control of the 
director of administration.  The city purchasing 
director shall have full power, subject to s. 16-02, 
to purchase or to provide for the purchase of all 
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materials, supplies, equipment and services for the 
use of all user agencies, including those funded 
through such special purpose accounts as the 
common council may indicate, except when 
otherwise specifically provided by local or state 
law.  Purchases shall be made upon requisition by 
the proper officials of user agencies from funds 
provided by the common council, provided that 
nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prevent the city purchasing director from making 
purchases or contracts in anticipation of the needs 
of user agencies or from maintaining store of 
commodities in anticipation of needs.   
 b. Purchase of specialized materials 
and services.  Any user agency may with the 
authorization of the city purchasing director 
purchase independently such materials, supplies, 
equipment or services of a special character as 
are used only by it, or which may be determined by 
the city purchasing director may be more efficiently 
purchased by any such user agency than by the 
city purchasing director if a user agency acts 
pursuant to the authority set forth herein, any 
written contract resulting therefrom shall be 
executed by the head of the department or the 
chair of the board of commission as the case may 
be and be countersigned by the city purchasing 
director and the city comptroller.  The city 
purchasing director may promulgate such 
standards and rules as he or she deems 
necessary to effectuate the provisions set forth 
herein. 
 2. CONTRACTS; FORMAL 
COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND APPEALS.  a.  All 
work, items, materials, supplies, equipment and 
services, except as otherwise provided herein, 
when the estimated cost exceeds $50,000, shall 
be purchased through formal competitive bidding.   
 b. All contracts whose actual cost 
exceeds $50,000 shall be purchased by formal 
written contract. 
 c. The purchasing director may 
negotiate amendments to any existing contracts 
subject to sub. 4. 
 d. Appeals as to specifications 
established by the purchasing director involving 
purchases subject to formal competitive bidding 
shall be heard and determined by the purchasing 
appeals board. 
 e. Appeals from recommendations 
made by the city purchasing director for awards 
involving purchases subject to formal competitive 

bidding for which bids were advertised, or for 
which bids were solicited for a reverse auction, 
shall be heard and determined by the purchasing 
appeals board.   
 3. EXCEPTIONS TO FORMAL 
COMPETITIVE BIDDING REQUIREMENTS.   
Formal competitive bidding shall not be required 
for the following:    
 a. Purchases from federal, state or 
municipal governments. 
 b. Purchases where bid specifications 
are impossible or impracticable to draft.   
 c. Purchases which constitute a special 
adaptation for a special purpose.   
 d. Purchases where the performance of 
the work or service requires creative, individual or 
artistic talents. 
 e. Purchases where the performance of 
the work or service requires scientific knowledge 
or is of a technical or experimental nature. 
 f. Purchases where the performance of 
the work or service requires professional skills or 
other special skills or training.   
 g. Purchases made using a single or 
sole source as defined in s. 16-01-4 and 5. 
 h. Marketing partnerships with private 
businesses and nonprofit organizations relating to 
city buildings, facilities or other assets identified by 
the Milwaukee civic partnership initiative, 
established under s. 310-21. 
 4. SINGLE AND SOLE SOURCE 
CONTRACTS, SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS.   
 a. When a single or sole source service 
contract of $50,000 or more is executed or an 
existing single or sole source service contract of 
less than $50,000 is amended and the original 
amount of the contract added to the amended 
amount of the contract is $50,000 or greater, the 
contract or amendment shall not be effective 
unless approved by the committee on finance and 
personnel.  This requirement shall not apply to 
one-time contract amendments of less than 
$10,000 or to the extension of a single or sole 
source service contract as specifically 
contemplated at the time the contract was 
originally executed, provided that the original 
contract has already been approved by the 
committee pursuant to this section.  Further, this 
requirement shall not apply to contracts or contract 
amendments, upon a written waiver by the city 
purchasing director, that are necessary to respond 
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 BUDGET AND TAX LEVY 
 
 
 TABLE 
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18-06 Expenditures 
18-08 Selection of Depository 
18-10 Division of Budget and  

 Management Analysis 
 
18-01. Control of City Funds. 1. HOW FUNDS 
DRAWN. All city funds in the city treasury, 
except the fund created and set apart for the  
debt of said city, shall be under the control of the 
common council, and shall be disbursed by 
checks by the proper city officers, namely, the 
city comptroller and the city treasurer, or shall be 
drawn out upon the order of the mayor and the 
clerk, duly authorized by the vote of the common 
council and countersigned by the city 
comptroller. The common council may provide 
by ordinance for the payment of the salaries and 
wages to officers and employes of the city as 
provided in s. 5-06 and shall prescribe that such 
payrolls shall in all cases be certified by the 
board of city service commission, by the director 
of employe relations or by the fire and police 
commission by its executive director, as the case 
may be, and certified by the department heads 
and by the comptroller. All checks drawn on 
funds in the city treasury or orders drawn upon 
the treasurer shall specify the purposes for which 
they were drawn and shall be payable generally 
out of funds in the treasury belonging to the city 
and not otherwise appropriated. 

2. PAYMENT OF TAXES OR 
ASSESSMENTS. All such checks or orders shall 
be received in payment of any tax or assessment 
levied by the authority of the city, except the tax 
for interest and the sinking fund. All checks or 
orders shall be payable to the order of the 
person to whom the amount is due and shall be 
transferable by endorsement. 

3. ELECTRONIC AND AUTOMATED 
FUNDS TRANSFERS. 

a. Money Transfer Techniques 
Authorized.  In lieu of disbursing city funds by 
check, and notwithstanding s. 3-27, the city 
treasurer may make transfers and 
disbursements of city funds through the use of 

money transfer techniques, including direct 
deposit, electronic fund transfer, and automated 
clearing house methods to the full extent allowed 
by the Wisconsin Statutes subject, however, to 
pars. b to d. 

b. Disbursements.  The treasurer 
may make a disbursement by money transfer 
technique only if the comptroller has first 
approved the disbursement.  The comptroller's 
approval shall be limited, in accordance with 
s. 3-18-1, to determining whether appropriate 
funds exist in the respective budget for the 
disbursement, and whether the disbursement 
has been properly documented. 

c. Transfers.  The treasurer may 
make a transfer by money transfer technique for 
the purpose of investing city funds in accordance 
with the Wisconsin Statutes, concentrating city 
funds in public depositories approved by the 
common council, or reallocating city funds 
among or between  approved public 
depositories and investments permitted under 
the Wisconsin Statutes, without prior comptroller 
approval, providing, however, that such transfers 
are carried out pursuant to controls developed by 
the treasurer, which controls are subject to 
comptroller review and shall be periodically 
reported by the comptroller to the common 
council. 

d. Records.  The treasurer shall 
keep a record of the purpose, date, payee and 
amount of each transfer and disbursement made 
by a money transfer technique, and provide 
copies of those records to the comptroller for the 
comptroller's use in preparing the city's official 
accounting records. 

(HISTORY:  Section 18-01 am., Ch. Ord. 
323, File #62-2554-d, Oct. 18, 1966. 

18-01-1 am. File #881394, Dec. 20, 1988; eff. 
March 13, 1989. 

18-01-3 cr. File #950042, June 6, 1995; eff. 
Aug. 22, 1995.)  

 
18-02. Definitions. 1. DEPARTMENT. In this 
chapter "department" or "departments" means 
any department, board, commission or other 
body under the control of the common council 
which expends city funds or incurs obligations for 
the city, and unless otherwise expressed refers 
to the head of such department. 
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2. ESTIMATE. The term "estimate" as 
used in this section shall include any written 
report of or the request of any department setting 
forth in detail the various sums and purposes it 
deems reasonably necessary to perform its 

functions. 
3. EXECUTIVE BUDGET. The budget 

prepared and presented to the common council 
by the mayor shall be known as the "executive 
budget." Its contents shall comply with ss. 18-02 
to 18-04 in all respects. 

4. BUDGET DIVISION.  In this 

chapter “budget division” means the division of 
budget and management analysis which is 
created in the department of administration and 
shall operate under the supervision and control of 
the budget and management director who shall 
be subject to the direction and control of the 
director of administration. 

5. BUDGET. The budget shall provide 
a complete financial plan for the ensuing fiscal 
year. It shall contain in tabular form:   

a. A general summary. 
b. Detailed estimates of all anticipated 

revenues applicable to proposed expenditures. 
c. All proposed expenditures. 
d. A compensation schedule to 

provide uniform rates of pay for offices and 
positions in the city service. The total of such 
proposed expenditures shall not exceed the total 
of such anticipated revenues. 

6. BUDGET SUMMARY. The budget 
summary shall itemize the principal sources of 
anticipated revenues and shall state separately 

the amount to be raised by property tax, and the 
proposed expenditures of each department, 
bureau, board and commission in such manner 
as to present to the public a simple and clear 
summary of the detailed estimates of the budget. 

7. ANTICIPATED REVENUES. 
Anticipated revenues shall be classified as 

"surplus," "miscellaneous revenues" and 
"amount to be raised by property tax"; 
miscellaneous revenues shall be listed by the 
sources from which such revenues are to be 
derived. 

8. PROPOSED EXPENDITURES. 
Separate provision shall be included in the 

proposed budget for at least:   
a. The administration, operation and 

maintenance of each department, bureau, board, 
commission and division thereof, itemized by kind 
and nature of expenditures as required by the 
mayor. 

b. The number, title and 
compensation range of each officer and of each 

position and the proposed appropriation for the 

same shall be itemized according to the divisions 
in each department, bureau, board and 
commission and shall be incorporated in and 
published with the rest of the proposed budget. 

c. Expenditures proposed for 

improvements. 
9. UNIFORM COMPENSATION 

SCHEDULE. The compensation schedule shall 
provide for and establish uniform rates of pay for 
offices and positions in the city service to be in 
effect for the ensuing fiscal year.   

10. PROPOSED EXPENDITURES: 

COMPARISON WITH OTHER YEARS. The 
mayor shall direct that there be placed opposite 
the several items of proposed expenditures for 
the ensuing year, adequate comparisons with the 
budgets and expenditures of other years.   

11. ANTICIPATED REVENUES; 
COMPARISON WITH OTHER YEARS. The 

mayor shall direct that there be placed opposite 
the several items of anticipated revenues for the 
ensuing year, adequate comparisons with the 
anticipated revenues and receipts of other years. 

(HISTORY:  Section 18-02 rc., Ch. Ord. 456, 

F#76-1428-a, Feb. 7, 1978. 

18-02-4 am. File #881142, Oct. 11, 1988; eff. 

Dec. 25, 1988. 

18-02-4 rc. File #030829, Nov. 14, 2003; eff. 

Feb. 3, 2004 

18-02-4 rc. File #040519, Sept. 21, 2004; eff. 

Dec. 1, 2004.) 
 
18-03. Budget Estimates. 1. DEPARTMENT. 
Each department shall submit to the mayor not 

later than the 2
nd

 Tuesday in May of each year on 
forms approved by budget division an estimate in 
detail of the department’s: 

a. Operating needs for the ensuing 
fiscal year. 

b. Major equipment, technology, 
economic development and other 

non-infrastructure and facilities capital 
improvement requests for the ensuing fiscal year. 

2. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
COMMITTEE. The capital improvements 
committee shall submit to the mayor not later 
than the 2

nd
 Tuesday in May of each year on 

forms approved by the budget division an 

estimate in detail of the city’s capital improvement 
needs regarding construction and maintenance 
of infrastructure and facilities for the ensuing 
fiscal year. 

3. Any department whose funds are 
not subject to the control of the common council 
may include in its estimate such sum as it deems 
reasonably necessary for a contingent fund for 

emergency purposes or other purposes which 
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14. FUNDS FOR SUCCEEDING 
YEAR. The adoption of the budget for any year 
shall not authorize the expenditure of any funds 
for the succeeding year except for indebtedness 
incurred during the budget year.   

15. FUNDS TO REVERT TO CITY. All 
funds subject to the control of the common 
council assigned by the budget to a department 
not expended during the budget year and not 
reserved for indebtedness incurred during the 
year shall revert to the general revenues of the 
city.   

16. GENERAL REVENUE. All funds of 
a department not subject to the control of the 
common council and not expended or reserved 
for indebtedness shall become a part of the 
general revenues of such department.   

17. UTILITY FUNDS. Subsections 13 
to 16 shall not apply to the expenditure of funds, 
the proceeds of bonds or mortgage certificates, 
nor the surplus revenues of any waterworks or 
lighting system or municipally owned utility. In 
establishing the budget format with respect to 
funds and accounts related to proprietary 
operations, the common council may authorize 
accounting procedures which follow the uniform 
system of accounts authorized by the public 
service commission in the case of municipal 
utilities or accepted commercial accounting 
practices in other instances.   

18. OTHER ITEMS. The omission 
from the budget of any of the following items 
shall not prevent the placing of the same on the 
tax roll for the levy and collection of the tax and 
the payment of the money therefor:   

a. The payment of interest on or the 
principal of any bonded debt of the city when 
due. 

b. The payment of principal and 
interest on mortgages or mortgage certificates 
when due. 

c. Funds required to be raised by any 
mandatory provision of law.  

(HISTORY:  Section 18-06 rc., Ch. Ord. 456, 
File #76-1428-a, Feb. 7, 1978. 

18-06-06-b rn. File #091642, May 4, 2010; 
eff. July 20, 2010. 

18-06-06-b cr. File #091642, May 4, 2010; 
eff. July 20, 2010.) 
 

18-08. Selection of Depository. 1. As often as 
the common council shall think best for the 
safety or interest of the city, they shall select 
some bank or banks, or banking associations, 
with which all funds in the treasury of the city, or 
which shall be thereafter collected or received by 
the treasurer, shall be deposited; provided, 
however, that such bank, banks, or banking 
associations so selected, shall, before receiving 
such funds, give security in the same manner as 
is now required of the treasurer of such city, for 
the safe keeping and proper distribution of such 
funds, which security shall be approved by the 
common council. 

2. The common council may, before 
or after so selecting a depository or depositories, 
contract with such bank or banks, or banking 
associations that it or they shall pay to the city 
such interest upon said funds so to be deposited, 
as they may mutually agree upon. 

(HISTORY:  Section 18-08-1 cr. S. 6, Subch. 
17, Ch. 184, L. 1874. 

18-08-2 cr. S. 9, Subch. 17, Ch. 184, L. 
1874.) 
 
18-10. Division of Budget and Management 
Analysis. 1. DEFINITIONS. a. "Common 
council" shall mean the common council of the 
city of Milwaukee. 

b. “Director” shall mean the director 
of the division of budget and management 
analysis as provided under this section. 

c. “Division” shall mean the division 
of budget and management analysis as created 
by s. 18-02-4 and this section. 

d. "Executive budget" shall mean the 
executive budget as defined by s. 18-02-3.   

e. "Finance committee" shall mean 
the finance committee of the common council of 
the city of Milwaukee. 

f. "Mayor" shall mean the mayor of 
the city of Milwaukee.   

2. ESTABLISHMENT. There is 
created a division to be known as the division of 
budget and management analysis.  Such 
division shall be under the direction of the 
director of the division of budget and 
management analysis. 

6. DUTIES. The division shall have 
the following duties and responsibilities: 
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a. Preparation of the Executive 
Budget. The division shall perform such duties 
as the mayor shall direct in connection with the 
preparation of the executive budget. The 
executive budget shall be prepared in a format 
prescribed by the common council from time to 
time through the adoption of a resolution and 
shall be in a technical form prescribed by the 
division. As soon as departmental estimates are 
submitted in accordance with s. 18-03-1, the 
division shall submit copies of such estimates to 
the common council. 

b. Review of the Executive Budget. 
During the period of review of the executive 
budget by the common council following 
submission of the executive budget to the 
common council in accordance with s. 18-04-2, 
the division shall make available to any individual 
common council member upon request of the 
finance committee, such information and 
analyses as the division shall have employed in 
connection with the preparation of the executive 
budget. Upon request of the finance committee, 
the division shall also prepare new information 
and analysis, which bear upon the common 
council's review of the executive budget. The 
director of the division shall attend hearings of 
the finance committee held for the purpose of 
reviewing the executive budget and shall answer 
questions regarding the proposed executive 
budget. At the request of the individual council 
members, the division shall prepare 
amendments to the budget. 

c. Administration.  c-1. Except as 
provided in subd. 2, the finance committee shall 
have authority to approve requests for 
intradepartmental fund transfers, equipment 
price variances, replacement of equipment not 
authorized in the budget, acquisition of federal 
surplus property and changes in equipment 
quantity and nomenclature when the amount 
involved exceeds $20,000. The division shall 
make recommendations to the finance 
committee relative to the approval of such 
requests. The division shall approve requests for 
intradepartmental fund transfers, equipment 
price variances, replacement of equipment not 
authorized in the budget, acquisitions of federal 
surplus property and changes in equipment 
quantity and nomenclature when the amount 
involved is $20,000 or less. 

c-2. The division shall have authority to 
approve intradepartmental fund transfers within 
the department of public works only when the 
amount is $20,000 or less and the fund transfer 
is within the same division of the department of 
public works.  The division shall report all such 
intradepartmental fund transfers it has approved 
to the finance committee on a quarterly basis.  
The finance committee shall have authority to 
approve all intradepartmental fund transfers 
within the department of public works that are 
proposed between divisions of the department of 
public works, regardless of the amount involved. 
 The division shall make recommendations to 
the finance committee relative to approval of 
such requests. 

c-3. All heads of departments and 
bureaus before filling any position vacancy, shall 
submit a request to fill such vacancy to the 
director of the division, except that the finance 
committee may exempt positions of an 
emergency nature or for other cogent reasons 
from this requirement. The division shall 
authorize the filling of position vacancies in 
accordance with the directives of the finance 
committee. If a vacant position for which a 
request is on file remains vacant for more than 
120 days or if a request to fill a vacant position is 
denied, the finance committee shall consider 
filling the vacancy upon a formal written request 
from the mayor at its next regular meeting. 

c-4. On the basis of such regular and 
special reports as may be prepared by the city 
service commission, the finance committee shall 
regularly review overtime work by each 
department. The finance committee shall make 
such rules as it deems necessary to control 
overtime work. The division shall review such 
regular and special reports as are submitted to 
the finance committee and shall make 
recommendations thereon to the finance 
committee. 
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