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MAYOR BARRETT, 5,000 WISCONSINITES CALL ON CONGRESS TO FIX U.S. GUN BACKGROUND CHECK SYSTEM
Fix Gun Checks Truck Drives Through State

as National Movement to Fix Gun Checks Grows

Barrett,  Area Families and Professionals Touched by Gun Violence Join U.S. Mayors and More Than 250,000 Americans to Urge Congress to Collect Missing Records and Close Loopholes that Give Criminals and Other Dangerous People Easy Access to Guns

Follow the Fix Gun Checks Campaign and Mobile Truck Team at www.FixGunChecks.org   

MILWWAUKEE---Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett joined local family members, friends and caregivers of gun violence victims on Monday to support a national campaign urging Congress to fix the national gun background check system. 

Monday’s event, held at Red Arrow Park, highlighted a plan by a national partnership of mayors to close loopholes that allow dangerous people to slip through the federal background check system.   Tucson shooter Jared Loughner was an admitted habitual drug abuser who should have been prohibited from buying guns under current law, but his records were not in the gun check database.

The 550 members of the Mayors Against Illegal Guns coalition would sharply ramp up efforts to make sure all records of “prohibited purchasers” are in the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) and would require all gun buyers to pass a background check. 

"The flaws in the background system are chronic, and they are fatal,” Mayor Barrett said, “but they’re not something we just have to live with.  Making sure the system has all the necessary records and that every buyer gets a simple screening is vital. The public overwhelmingly supports background checks.  We will save lives and still preserve our Second Amendment rights.”  

A national survey conducted in January by a Republican and Democratic polling team, commissioned by Mayors Against Illegal Guns, found that 86 percent of the public, including 81 percent of gun owners, support background checks for all gun sales.

The Fix Gun Checks Campaign

On February 16, the bipartisan Mayors Against Illegal Guns coalition launched the “Fix Gun Checks Truck Tour,” a mobile billboard traveling across the country to call attention to glaring problems in the U.S. gun background check system.  Mayor Barrett is a founding member of the coalition, a partnership of more than 550 mayors from large and small cities who support common-sense efforts to fight gun crime.  The mayors of Madison, Rhinelander, Saint Francis and West Bend are also members of the coalition.

The “Fix Gun Checks Truck Tour” is part of an online advocacy campaign, www.fixgunchecks.org, launched after the Tucson shootings that claimed the lives of 13 Arizonans and wounded six others, including Rep. Gabby Giffords (D-AZ).  The campaign includes an online petition for citizens to join the call to fix the background check system.  

More than 250,000 Americans, including more than 5,000 Wisconsin residents, have already signed a petition calling on President Obama and Congress to finally fix the system.  

The Fix Gun Check Truck will be in Wisconsin for four days, meeting with families across the state whose lives have been touched by gun violence.  Omar Samaha, whose sister Reema was killed at the mass shooting at Virginia Tech, is meeting with mayors, elected officials, families of victims and others on the truck’s two-month journey across America. 

The Background Check System is Broken

The U.S. gun background check system is riddled with holes that enable dangerous people to slip through the cracks and purchase guns.  

Millions of records on prohibited purchasers are missing from the NICS database.  In April 2007, Seung-Hui Cho, who had a history of serious mental illness, was able to pass a background check and buy the firearms he used to kill 32 people at Virginia Tech because records of his mental illness had never been submitted to NICS.  

Jared Loughner, the Tucson shooter, was disqualified from military service after he admitted that he was a habitual drug user, which should have barred him from buying firearms.  The Army never submitted information about his drug abuse to the background check system. 

In the wake of the Virginia Tech tragedy, Congress passed the NICS Improvement Amendment Act, which was intended to incent states to submit records of prohibited gun purchasers – including felons, drug abusers, domestic violence offenders and the mentally ill – into the system.  Congress, however, has chronically failed to provide enough funding for these efforts, and has not imposed tough penalties for noncompliance.  Almost four years after Virginia Tech, ten states have not submitted any mental health records to NICS, and 18 states have submitted fewer than 100 records. 

Even if the NICS system had contained the necessary records to flag Cho and Loughner as prohibited purchasers, the shooters could have easily bought their guns from a private seller.  Under current federal law, all federally licensed gun dealers are required to conduct background checks on gun purchasers.  But private “occasional sellers” who sell firearms at gun shows, through classified ads, in parking lots or on the Internet may sell guns without conducting checks.  Private sales account for an estimated 40% of all gun sales in the United States. 

Two Simple Solutions: Send the Records, Close the Gaps

Last week, Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY) introduced the Fix Gun Checks Act of 2011 (S.436), legislation that would make vital improvements to the national gun background checks system.  Based on a proposal first developed by Mayors Against Illegal Guns, the bill would take two critical steps to stop prohibited purchasers from slipping through cracks in current law.

First, the Fix Gun Checks Act would impose tougher penalties on states that do not comply with laws that require them to send their records on prohibited purchasers to the NICS system.  

Today, states that fail to report to the NICS database 50 percent or more of their records on individuals who are not allowed to buy firearms face a maximum three percent cut in their Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) funding.  The Fix Gun Checks Act would increase the reporting requirement to 75 percent by FY2013 and 90 percent by FY2018.  The amount of JAG funding states could lose would increase to 15 percent and 25 percent, respectively.  
In addition, federal agencies would be required to certify to the U.S. Attorney General twice per year that they have submitted all relevant records to the NICS database. 

Second, the Fix Gun Checks Act would require a background check for every gun sale.  The bill would require private sellers to verify, either with local law enforcement or through certified gun dealers that the person they are selling to is not on the national do-not-sell list.  The bill would include reasonable exceptions, including sales to law enforcement and transfers among immediate family members. 
About Mayors Against Illegal Guns

Since its inception in April 2006, Mayors Against Illegal Guns has grown from 15 mayors to more than 550.  The coalition has united the nation’s mayors around these common goals: protecting their communities by holding gun offenders and irresponsible gun dealers accountable, demanding access to trace data that is critical to law enforcement efforts to combat illegal gun trafficking, and working with legislators to fix gaps, weaknesses and loopholes in the law that make it far too easy for criminals and other prohibited purchasers to get guns.
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